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VERlEOR N2^ Dt7M OSTJENDBEB CUPIO ttUAH* 
TUM VXB.GILIU8 NOSTE& EX AHTIAUIORUM LXC* 
TIONB P&OFECEB.IT^ ET OU08 EX OMNIBUS FLOB.BS 
TEL aVM IN CARMINI8 8UI DECORBM EX DIVEB* 
BIS O&N AMENTA LIBAYBBIT^ OCCA8IONEM B.BPB.B- 
HBNDENDI YEI. IMPE&ITIS VBL MALIGMI8 MINIS- 
TREM BXFB.OBB.ANTIBUS TANTX) VI&O ALIENI USU&- 

FATIOKEM. jir aUIS F&AUDI VlBGILIO VBB- 

TAT> SI AD EXCOLENDUM SB QVMDAM AB ANTI- 
AUI0&IBU8 MUTUATU8 SIT? Cui BTIAM GRATIA 
BABENDA EST aUOD NOKNULLA AB ILLI8 IN OPUS 



:>. 8UUM^ aUOD JBTERNO MANSURUM E8T» TRANS* 

^ PERENDO FECIT ME OMNINO MBMORIA VETBRUM 

(q Dbleretur : ctuos^ SXCUT FRJESENS SENSUS 08« 

s. TBNDIT^ NON solum NEGLECTUI VERUM BTIAM 

mSUI HABERE JAM CJSFIMUS. DsNiaUE BT JU- 
*> DXCIO TRAN8FBRBNDI BT MODO IMITANDI CONSE* 

m 

> CUTUS BST^ UT aUOD APUD ILLUM LBGERIMUS 

V • 

X ALIENUM^ AUT ILLIUS ESSE MALIMUS^ AUT MB- 

Z.IU8 HIG AUAM UBI NATUM EST fiONARE MI- 
REMUR. 

Macrob. SATURNAL. vi^ i- 



The various branches of reading which 
fuch a purfuit infenfibly leads to^ and the 
ntiiiKfwii -Awe&^of rftBUifenient^-aDd uAxt^- 
mation which it cafually and unexpedledly 
opens^ I can truly fay^ have often ope* 
rated upon me the effe A afcribed by the 
old poet to l;he forrow-foothing daughters 
of Jupiter and Mnemofyne ; 

' Soothing snypams, iin4 respiting mj carea'*; : 

r 
• • J - • . 

I particularly experienced this at the latter 
end of Jaft year ; at which feafon I genc7^ 
rally droop moft, which I believe is the, 
cafe with valetudinarians of my clafs. 

, la .puffing through Salifbury to this 
j^ls^ce^ the fummer before laft, I amufed 
myfelf, in. the evening, with a volume of^ 
the Gentleman's Magazine : a com- 
plete feries of which valuable mifcellany 
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does credit to the refpedlable ♦ clrcidating 
Kbrary adjoining to the Jnii.- — ^I found, in 
the Magazine »for November 1796, a brief 
account of Sylvejier*s Du Bartasj (hewing 
it to have been a popular work, and point- 
ing out. fome paralldifixKs, (not very Ari- 
king indeed,) between Milton and ,the 
tranflator of Du Baktas. Thcfe notices 
were accompanied with an obfervation^ 
attributed to Dr. Farmer -f, that *' the 
fubjeA 6f Milton's great poem muft 
naturally have led him to read in Syl^ 
'^ vejter's. Du Bartasj — ^This awakened in 

* It were much to be wiflied, that the pro- 
prietors of our Caffes Literaires at Bath^ and at other 
public places, 'wt)uld carefully preferve, and regu- 
larly bind up the more vduable periodical publica- 
tions which they take in. They would by, this 
means gradually am&(s a valuableLj^^ri of Uteiary 
amufemtnt and reference 5 which would do more cre- 
dit to their reading-room and catalogue, than the 
large quantity of totally uninterefting books, which 
ofkn fwell the one, aod incumber the other. 

f I do not, however, find it in his excellent 
EJpaji^ w the Learning tf Slmkef^eKrt* ; 

'^ % me 
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mp a tviflb ta be acqiopiinted voth. it; aztet^ 
a few nusntb^ after^ I had; aa ofjportfOBity 
of gratifying my cwiofiily* ia paffing 
t^f^o«gh. Soutkamptoii. I piarchafeck^ fiir 
^iv JBUUngSf the fi^o edition ; a little 
iwOFm-eatcn inde^d^ and eaf€f tituk. I did( 
tk&tj I conlbfa, at the moment feei rapturea 
equal to thofe of Mr. Sband;^ when he 
fi«ft became pofleflbr o£ BrufimiiU^i aad, 
<»n my ftpfk lookifig into it, I was fo littille 
captivated^ that, I fu^£b, had I. been 
going home, I flltouM have configned k 
to- Fepofe tmdifturbed m a corner of my 
book-room. I carried, however, my new 
purchafe with me into my autumn quar- 
tei:s> at Lymington; where» as the fine; 
ai*:, a»di beauitiful. fceaeEy of the countiry, 
kad to amiifements out of doors, it is le& 
necelKiry for the libraries of the place to 
ht farther provided,^ than with light fumtner- 
peadingj for the &iltry hour, th^ rainy day^ 
or the occaiional coofinement of a iligfa$ 
cgM^ caiight by too late an. excucfion on 
the water. Ilere>. as winter drew on, I 

was 
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i^s octaii^Hially Tctm^ tp iock deeper thto 
my wos^rti^eatea iblio.; atfid I found it 
^ptTdS pretAim. It fooo fiiUjt taugtt my 
altetitsem i and i valt^e k vnach afbove its 
^rice^ ibr >tbe f leaAare and gratification 
friitch it afforcted mc.! "'"-v To n^Ice foaac 
eyAssas&s from it, (nk>C without a view to 
Milton^) was , my mdicinal occupation of 
the month of November, in laft year. 
^efe are iiow before me ; and, to fay 
fomething to you from them on the book 
itfelf, and tht probability of our great 
poet's early acquaintance with it, and pre- 
dile<5lion for it, IhaU iie my employment 
of the fame teturning feafon. 

The. foUo ediiion of Sylvefter's Dm Bar«> 
tas #as publilhed in i6ai; whien MiitoA 

•was juft at the ajge •rf thirteen. It waS 
acdoftipanied with higfel^s encomiiftic tes- 
timonials of its merit from the Laudau 

r 

yiri of the times $ as Ben Joa£an^ Da«- 
niei^ Davis o£ Hereford) Hall aftenward^ 

B 3 Bifhop 
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Bifliop of Exeter, Vicars, and others *. 
I would fuppofe that Milton, who was an 
early -f- and paffionate reader, becapie ac- 
quainted with this edition of Sylvefter's 
Du Bartas on its firft publication; and 
that he then perufed it with the avidity of 
a young poetical mind ; hence, perhaps, 

Smit with the love of sacred song.' 

ft 

I am not, indped, withopt an opinion, 

* Drayton dedicated h\s Miracles of Moses 
to S/lvefter and Du Bartas. » 

Salluft, td thee, atid Sylvefter thy friend, 
Corpes ray high poem peaceably i^d cluft^ ; 

Your hallow'd Uboars humMy to attend. 
That wreckful Time iball not have power to waite. 

+ Milton tells us himfelf> that, from his twelfth 
year, he was fo paffionately fond of reading, as 
iiardly ever to retire from his. books to bed before 
^idnight ; whicl) laid^^e foundation of his blin(iL<-' 
neft. — *' Pater me puerulum humaniorum literaruna 
/' ftudiis deftinavit} quas ita ayiqe arripui, ut, 
*^ AB ANNO \ffiTATis DUODECIMO, vix unquam 
'^ ante mediam noi^em a lucubratiobibus difcede- 
f rem 5 quae prima ooalorum pernicics fyxii, &c." 

Defensio Sbcunda. 

that 
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4i^ >tI».Arue:.m|^rof PjiiiAj^ii^fe Loti 
i»i -ift tlu3 ircfjpefi^ to be: ^cod primaialj 
fo :6yxiTBfiT£i&'s Dfg!. B^itiTM^. and I 
would precifcly reverie Dr. Parmer's ob- 
iervation, by fuppofuig^ that ^^^^his led to 
" Miltqi^'s. Q'eat poepvV* notionly by 
taw^^iypg his pa(Ec>a for iacred: pocfy, 
4>vit b^:! abfolutdy fumiihiQg.wkat Dn. 
Johfifony in* his preftd6 to Laiider*s Piih- 
feHleti term$ the.pR^MA STAiifiifA of Pa- 
B.ADISE Lost. Th^^^^ occurred to ir^e^ 
befeirp I had pbftwl^ jgr wh»in,thc;.boQfc 
UKjueftion was printddi * And it odrtaih}^ 
corrobdi^afcd it, when T found itfri±drdcd; 
at tlie, end of the' book, to have been 
* ^ ^ printed . by Jtlumfrey JLfi^nes^ dwelling ; ^ 
*^ Breifd^eetriiil -*:".-. At thia:timft Mit 
ton was ai^lually ^ving with his father m 
.Bread-ftreet ; and' it is very pbffitble that 

' ♦ Hwnfrey Lbwnes, printer and ^tionei^ ifvrelt 
at the Stiar, oh Breadr fWeet-^ai/ from' lie yeat i6ij. 
"His predeceflbr fe the lib^fe Was Peter Shbit, prin- 
ter 3 amoteg^thi books pfiritcfdhjr whoto;, -as ndticed 
by .^«; is, *' 1598, Ftf;^ e^ /)« ^^inririV -IXvi^ 
" Weeks, tranfiated hy Jo/kua Sj^fierC 

B 4 his 
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\m\ k^'A^ It)^d ^f Bodies made Jkim^ ^ ^frtw 
^Hd> fcomihiU ^(Mrtfs to <ite reader ^ 

• * ** r i / ■ • 

i 

thereforc^gQ.^l^out to ^polpgize for, this ..work, or ip 
comment it : it mall fpeak fpr itfelf louder thati 

ftiryiire 4a tbejr 4iyiAgJ niocmaaiei^ts^ i Ja^ve ,farep 
)fuHy ifctchcd together aUtbe 4ifpcrfe^ iffue of that 
'divine wit, as thofe which, are well worthy to live 
^Ish Wfcthtelh>'=ttrgethrt: \toMar 6iie feiV f6o^,^ that 
^^y-b^Oiilldttbhgc^time. ^M Mtifo^.W ^^mtt 

youth, 'whtcb.Jiioiiislf h;ad:de.voted ^q. :6^iTce and 
ifbrgetfulnefs. ' It is fo much the more glory to 
fthatr WJ^rtiy; ^Spirit* A5^^^e^ wb9 V^fy bs^ipf ip 
tb^ fout^iul &[^%^' jsr<3iiM yet ^^im aod ooafiae 
ii^;peii.;t^aio^ ^thol^asid f^^igiitHis 4Uti66^ • X^ 
ttbc p rei^^it'^^ fi4^0^ ti^l^ ^joj r^f)r>o6uble ai^ 
.pkat^ng A work ^ ^mi, at. o^e honour the author, 
and thank the editor. . . , . 

appear J 
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d « ) 

4ltpeftts t9 h«¥)e |>cen4t,«Ma of a poetk4 
tafte ; and who, as fucb^ was probably 
much finick with our yoqng poet's early 
iittMiitocillto/bQQk^^'^iMi iuM oU»r iadica* 

m 

I have never feen Du Bartas*s poems in 
t!*fir tyrigittM French. They have been 
much condemned by fome crilicJj ; and it 
has been faid ** on ne t«ouve dans fes 
*^ ouvrage^ jTii iftvemion ni. genie poeti- 
^^ cjue/V The ftyle of them has alfo been 
cenfiiicd as mmf&tAL Bf dther^ they have 
been as much applauded and approved *. 
It is probable that MUcon, before he wrote 
hi^ great poem, had feen them in the ori* 
ginal ; but this is a very immaterial con- 
fideration. To the Engiiflf Du Bartas 
we peTtainly mujl trace him, in fom^ of 

* GuiiedBMisi Sattuifiitts Dit Baata«> poematd 
Galileo Je CMimM Muuit edito, ttftrtnifi ftbi glo- 
ria (kiicitit^ ut intra quinque et fex annos tricies 
,,pdilioj3e(iUatcgrw4iefdre iiaber^t^ 

HOFMAN. 

his 



his earlieft poetry; Asi well ^ in ^.Itift 
lateft. ^ I < ' . ; ■•:■ 
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The J?;i^/e/j& Tkt Sartks^^ r6«l6 tvidi a 
high fpirit of originality* j :^d I atn 

fully 

. . ! 

J 4 Jl. 

* The tcikiwony of Ben, Jor^at^s S^^y^/fifi 
Vtrfes may l^ere well be ad4uced. 

EPIGRAM, 

To:Mr.Jdlhtia Sylvefte*". - o '* 
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If to admire were to commend; my praife ' ' x 
Might then bqch thee, thy j|VYnk» ami jnetlt tn^%: 
Bxit as it iSy (the child of ignorance. 
And otter ilranger to all airs of France.) 
■' How can I (peak of thy great pains but err ? 
Sinoe they can only ji(dge, that can confer. 
Behold 1 the rev' rend fhaUe of Bartas (lands 
Before my thought, and in thy right cdnvnandS| ' 
: '^ That to tlw world I puhtilh for him this, : 
^ r ** Barras doth wi(h thy Eogliib now were his*'*. 
So well in that are his inventions wrought. 
As bis will now be the trwjiatibn thought j 
^ Thine the o^/^y'W; and FrancdlhaU baaft ) 

)fo more the mjiidep Stori0» (he has loft, . 

.B. ^iisoy, 

Ben Jonfon indeed, iir a general cenfiafe^jf the 
poets of his time, (recorded from his converfation 

by 
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fully perfuaded, that it ftrongly caught 
the wiHing attention of the yaung poet. 

Nothing can be farther from my inten-* 
tion than to iniinuate that Milton was a 
plagiarift, of fervile imitator ; but I con- 
ceive, that, having read thefe facred 
poems of very high merit, at the imme*- 
diate age when his own mind Was juft be* 
ginning to teem with poetry,' he retained 

by Drummond of Hswthom^to,) &ys, ** Sylrcf- 
^' ter's trahiJ^tion of Du Bartas was qot well done: 
'* but he wrote his verfes, before he imderfiood to 
f* confer. By which we may nnderfland Jonfon 
penfuring the exaBnefi of the tranilation : which he 
inud hare ^ done on the report of othars^ ^^Mt 
Ycrfes coofefsthat.he did hotnndedtand the origi- 
nal. Tie poetry of Sylvefter (which i^ my objed) 
flands unimpeached. 

Drummond himfelf commends Sylvefter's tranf- 
lation of Du Bartas*s Judith as excellent^ and fpeakt 
of *'<his hafppy tranllations in iiiQdry places equal- 
'^ Hng tike original.** Drummond is great autho- 
rity ) efpecially for that age. — The fwovks of Drum-- 
mwd were publiihcd in 1656, with a preface by 
Edward Phillips the nephew of Milton. 

numberlefs 
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fiUmberkHs thoughts^ p^ffk^es^ and ^¥ 
prdSons thereia; £:>. deeply in his; mia^ 
that they hung inherently on his imagina- 
jMo^^i aii4 bec^ime, 4^ it were, «atttcaliized 
,ihef«. Hence many* of them were aft;etv 
«vpard$ infenlibly tr;iafxifcd into his awn 
Hpompoikioiip. -^ I9 common coa^eriation 
49^1 irnp6Fceptibly to 4M4rlelve% lAdopt the 
.ptt'tkiiAkfr phmfeolofgy or to^nc of voice of 
Xbfoio pecfcns whom we pepuliafly admiie ; 
and we frequently catch their charac- 
ItriA'ic maiitiecs, inritiuHit meaning in any 
fdpeft to copy them, or being at all 
aware of any obfervable refemblance be- 
tween us.-: — From Milton's frequent adoj>- 
^tion of Sylvefter's language^ I iunilarljr 
infer his having been mtci €9wer/imt 
with it, and his earnieft admiration of hts 
poetr}\ 

Da Bart&s's principal poem» intitted 
'Days and Weeks, was well calculated^ 

both from its plan and execution^ to attach 
the attention of Milton. — Having for its 

argument 



wgaauait the mofr vetgfaly ^dni. mid*) 
refting fubje<5l:s of fcripture hiftory; — 
commencing with the Creation and the 
Fall ; proceedings as the poet m&fks his 
plan, through the t^fpes of th^ Lazu and 
Jewijh Hifios^i to the completion of them 
in the Mefim\-'^2epii& meaningy (had he 
lived to complete his fubjedl,) to "have 
wound up all m the eternal bappine& 
of the Heavenly- SMaiJ^i-^^^t^omat^ and 
enriched with every ornament of claffic 
literature and fcientific knowledge, not 
without collateral aid from ri%e gothic 
ages and legendary tales.; — how ofiuld 
it fail t& ftrike a young mind, ardently 
difpofed to learning, poetry, and devo- 
tion ? 

The veriification of our ^Siailntou Jr- 
fhua Sylveiisr^ haat ia \ky it maiit be con- 
feffed, numerous highly obfolete and yul- 
garifed expreflions ; frequent difcordant 
and difgufting rfiymes ; and, very often, a 
molt offenfiw jingle of adjundl rhyming,. 
. . : .or 
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or fimilarly founding wcMrds ^. It has alfo 



^ I cite a few infiances. 

Caofif^ th« roch tortek,^ 



p. u 
Qf all thofe mountains mmnilng to the flcies. 

P- 54- 
Th' other by Toars Charles Mmrtell martyred (b. 
That never fioce coold Afiric army fiiow. 

p. »79. 

' The Qgly 3ear ^MTi to his high renown 
. Sev'n fluoing ftan,— *— — 

pw 2^6. 

The fea e^V, as ha/d^ 

Pr j6*. 

J^arTj bawling prieft s ^ 

p. 483. 

A tmtd/efs, grouttdUfif fea,— — 

P- 44^- 
Kpmstherfiotber, e'en oar own felf love,—-* 

p. 444. 

I ■ each ajjaultfalt tears 

Draws from mine eyes,— — 

p. 4I5. 

I add one more ; 

O LOT! alas I t^liat Ui lull thou eleft I 

p. 309. 

wlueh cannot but remind us of Milton's 

O Evet in €vU hour thou did'ft give ear. 
To that falfe worm, &c.^— — 



Fab. t OS T; 1X^1067* 

fon^c 
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feme^paiQ^s iq b^hly bombaftic ^^ as 
tob^'moft cs6mpletel}riYidicrous. In fpite 
of all this, .his lanrgaage is at. times admi- 
rably oondetifed, and it abounds in' paf^ 
iages which, I canceiTe, cannot but re* 
c4aim our moiii: unbounded admiratioii; 
and which^ I firmly : bdieve, imade a for-, 
cible appeal to the finely-tuned car of 
Mikoh. ; 
• • • ' . ' . ' ' ' • 

♦ Diyden, iii the Traiijlatioti rf JBoAeati*d A»r 
ap POJiTiiY/ njjith bis applieaiim •fit f En^Jb f^ri^. 
tert, :C3iiti6niDg tug^in^/Bcmbqfi, produces an emi* 
i|cnt ioflance of // from Sylveflcr's Du Bartas. • 



Kor/with Da Bartai ** liridYe tip the ADodv; 
And " ftriviig wih w^ti^tln haldftU* iMoii. 






I ihould obferve^ that Bolleau doe» not metr- 
tion Du Bartas at all in his original poem. The 
Verfe, ?iere feleded from Sylyefter by Drydca, 
"well deferves the derifion, to which he holds it 
up. He has alfo introduced Du Bartas himfelf in 
another part of the poem -, where, I may perhaps 
£nd occafion to 'fhew, ht has mt done it very ju^ 
dicioufly. 

The 
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fidon, puUiihicd bjr the aidduDc of Pars^ 
diie Loft, ate lib verQ£ca£cua oft tHfi> 
»4lhaikl i36diPfaI]!ns^ written whenf. he. 
WIS only fiftjecn*, m wl^kh Mr.iWaarlim. 
has pointed oiit £cmal Jbrejbewingi of foh^ 
ture poetical emtoeiice. The archetypea 
of feveral of thefe^ (or at had fqqiething' 
that materially contributed towards .them,) 
1 fancied that I found in Sylvcfter's Du 
B^rtas*; tb4^ folio, edition of • whkh, h^^d 
been puWifhed by Humfrcy Lowi^es,. wly 
two years before. This induced rac to 
make the experiment, how far I coulcf 
trace Milton, in tbefe and toant others of 
his early poems, to the publication of his 

nfiighbour. 

" . •.• 

The rcfult of that experimeri* I now 

fubmit to your better judgement. t 

muft apprife you that the paflages, wbicU 
I cite as parallel^ or. La fooie refpeS^ ftrU 
kingly iimilar, muft not be expedM all 

to 
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<to taVe equal force. Sbme, I think, wiU 
fpeak for themfelves with ftrong claims ; 
others with lefs powerful ones. On the 
whole, they may jointly go near to prove 
the point, which I have fancied myfelf 
able to Ihew. 
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PSALM CXIV. 

g. -* -ffo/A-^cttrkd — ^J 

This epithet, (a hid effort for a poet 
of fifteen,) I mean only in general to 
attribute to the compound epithets of Syl- 
.yefter. Thefc, I believe, have been ceri- 
fured * ; hut he has ufed many of a very 

fine 

* Dr. Warton, (in a note on Pope*s Imitation ot 
Horace, a Ep» ii. 167,) gives the fubftance of a 
converfation between Pope and the Rev. Mr, Wal- 
ter Harte, xefpeding th^ reviving obfolete wordt 
in-poettjr^—Aisaohg. other- thingl it U obfervdd^ 



i ^4 } 

iijae effc^ f and to fome Qf them I <haft 
paffibly endeavpw to draw yOur atteatiottir 
Many X)f thefe I fufpeA to have been ttot 
a little feliihed by MiltoHy oil his flrlt 

V . J^eadixig 



tr 



0f 



Compound Epifiets firft came itito their great 
vogue about the year 159&. Shakefpeare aE\d 
Ben Jonfon Ijoth rkJicMcd tfefr- iinmodierate uie 
*' of them, in their prologues io Troilus ANjy 
'* Cressida, arid to Every Mak in ft'is Hu- 
*' &fouR. Byd^abovi pxdc^e. it. appears, that 
*' Bom^aft gre^ fafhionable about the fame aeraf. 
" The author of Ifleroiiimp firft led up the dance. 
*' Then «came the bold and felf-fttfficiefit tranllator 
of Du Jfortas ;. who broke' downr zA . tjie ^od- 
gate$ of the true ftreSOa of doq^ejice^ (which 
*' formerly preferved its river clear, within due 
'^ botmds, and full to ks banks,) and, like the 
** Ut in the IdWMrotintrj' dikes> mifcfeievoufly, 6t 
•^ wantonly, detagod the whole bni." 1 can- 
not, but obferve on this pafTagc, that Ben Jonfon' 
certainly did not confider Sylvefler as offending m 
pomt <;ff bombaita^d imknodei^^te ufecf c(H|ip0und 
epithets | iir he Wpujld featcefy have complimented 
^id work ^ort dtmori, as ^ hasdp&e Ia the yerfi^s 
l^iui^h I hive^xhil^i^d ip » preceding uptc-r* 
U %siff- U rcaantlrrd. alfo rt#t ,a poe/t ?auft 
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^acilhg Sylvefien Perb^ lie W<u jolndy 
indebted to Sykeftet and to Homer, for 
hk . priWftry prcdijeftion for compownd 
^pithet^ ; Whiph fo eminently diftinguilh 
and. elevate bi$ poetry. 

The river Jordan - 13 finiilarly . chaf^^- 
terifed by Sylv^fier ; ^\itn there is a re- 
fembknce ^& tP tii? |ini^:cdii:fe vcrfc of 
Milton*s pfaliii i 

Clear Jordan's ielf, Ih his diy ozier b^, 
JSluibi^ fitf Mm^ iNKalfa}]! to bis)|& Jui^tAo* 

Jhave no ^^11 degree of metit^ atid iio Common 
J>owers', "Who could te cohfidered ^s materially ki» 
ftrumental in giving quite a new caft and cha- 
tafter to out national poetry. I confid^r Sflv^^r 
to have had a riehly-abundaiit fiream of poet{<s 
language, pfiitiaps not always fbfficiently reftramed*, 
and often rather turbid 5 but k flovfed at time^ 

I 

with much dignity. Flood-gates belong to artificial 
navigations ; while rivers, fufficiently wide and 
deep, neither have them, ncr need them. ' 

* My refeiicnces are to the'^i^^, in the folio edf- 
tion of ifiait where is printed Hudfon'sTranifk^ 
.i c a tion 
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•Jvrdans cleat Jtreams recoil^ 



As afamtboft that hath rectnid the foil, 1 

To recoil is frequent with Sylveftcr fof 
to retire ; and without implying any par- 
ticular impetus. Foily for defeat y is alfo very 
common with him. In the following paf- 
fage they both meet ; . 

Ay Satan aims our confUrit faht to FOlt, 
' "Bat God doth (eal it, never to recoil* p. 337* 

II. The high buge-hellied mountains — ^] 

■•••■■ ■' • ' ' ■ ' 

.1 alwap- : thought bu^e^beilied ^ a lingu- 
lar epithet for the young poet to apply 
j;o jnountains ; and I have not been withr 
put expectations of finding an inftancc of 

•tlOQ of Dq Bartas*s Judith^ from, which I »lfo 
cite parallel paiTages^ without particularifing them* 
«-^It is not by any means my objedi to ihew 
the txafl propartim of Milton's obligations to Syl- 
vcfter, or Hudfon, or indeed to Du Bartas^ but 
his, general obligation to Lownes's publication^ in 
folio, of.wh^t is .^om^only termed Syhfcfigrs Dif 
Bwftas.: ^ but iwhick include^ other poems of SyU 

jrefter, ^af ^xU as Hudfon*& Vcrfion of th^^ Jtu&fh^,, 

• 
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kinSylvefter. I can, however, prefent 
you 1 with fomething very like it, fronx 
that quarter : 

Mofes by faith> keand by the Grod of powery • 
. 'Compels THB MOUNTAINS* BURLY SIDES to ihake^ 
Commands the earth to rent^ to yawn and quake. 

• 14. Whj turmd Jordan ttnSrd his ayftai fountains ^] 

And TOW'&D THE CETSTAL DP BIS i>OVBlE 
SpCTRCB 

. Compelled Jordan to retreat his courfe. 

p. 49* 

1 6, that cv€r nvas, and ajJkaU laft^ 

In the very opening of Sylvefter's Du 
Bartas, ay^ as here, is the reduplication 

Clear fire for ever hath not air embrac'd. 
Nor air for ay cnviron'd waters vaft. p. 2. 

And, in the conclufion of one of the 
TartSy the people are called upon to 



-praife and pray 



Th'AiMiOHTY-MOST^whofe mercy lasts for ay. 

p. 408. 

C3 Ayy 
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Af^ for ever^ is indeed nviSi fcd^ueiitE 
in Sylvefter ; and is to be fcn^lid infiofx^ 
ei^ergetiq paflTages : • ) 

In bUfsfnl beauty ftouiiiheth for ay* P«<^« 



-his high name as far 



Migdt AY refpund as fun-rbur^t Zanzabar. 

p. a8i. 

Tremble tkeiefore, O tyrants/ trembly iy, .. 
Poor wormf of earth, proud aihesi dmfr and clay \ 

l^rom Indian ihore to where the fu^ doth fall } 
Or from the climate of the northern blaft 
Unto that place where funupoer ay poth last. 

Ay J for ever^ is not ofte^ to be fctihdi 
in Milton*s other poems; at leaft not in 
bis later ones ♦, But I conceive that he 
bad at this time no fmall prediledlion 
for this fince - difcarded monofyllable : 



4 * 



* It is however u(ed with good cffeft, Pbnsbroso^ 
Ycr.483 and, Verfigs at a solemk music, vcr. 7. 

otherwiftf 
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B&ttmto he w^ndd not have tiled it in 
this fine dx^u^trifm^n of tb^ Eternal 
Beitig, and again in the choral tribute of 
praife, wKich fbims the burthn v£ the 
enfisiig 136th jnfalm ; 

For his mercies ay indure^ 
Ever faithful, ever fore, 

* 

Gla^, as an epVdiet for ivater^ is nojt 
infrequent in Sylvefter-s Du Bartas. Pre- 
vious to the description of the creation of 
]0nd and water^ th^ Deity is invoked ai 

..p...— king of grafly, and of glassy plaips, p. 47* 

jj^ Titf/ gl^Sy floods ^rom rugged rocks can crijb^ 
And make feft rills fr<m fiery flint-Jlmes gi{fk\\ 

• The fimikr thyme occurs fe SylvcAer's 
delfcription of rain ; 

Whether the upper cloud's moiil heavmefs 
Doth with his weight the under cloud x)ppseis 3 
Andfo one hi,iiiiour doth anotfaer cilu«h> 
*7iU>t» ti» grcmnd their liquid pB«rls do «^i3r^« 

p. JO* 

c 4 Gu^ 
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Oujh indeed is fcriptural, ' In the Pfel^ 
mift's reference to this miracle>of Mefes 
bringing the water out of the xock^ it is 
particularly faid to gujh out. Pfalm* Ixxviii. 
ver. 17. — cv. ver. 40. See alfo Ifaxah^ 
xlviii. 21. And tp this we might attri- 
bute the young ppet's gujhing rill. — At the 
fame time Sylvefter not only fimilarly de- 
fcribes this miraculous produftion of wa- 
ter, when, on. Mofes* ftriking the wck 
with his rod. 



- ■ • ■ I ■ » — ^with rapid rufh 
Out of the done a plenteous flream doth gush ^. 

p. 368. 

• • •• -f 

but he had alfo, in other places, fhewed 
his young reader the' fine poetical and 
expreffive efFedl of the word gufh, in de- 
scribing the impei^otis Rowing of w^ter. 
He thus powerfully defcribes the ffiow 
melting and flowing in torrents ; 



-dowii the water leaps. 



On every fide it foams, it roars, it ruihes. 
And through the (|eep and i^y hills it gushes. 

and, 



i ^5 3 

and| in his little Du Bartas^ fpeak* 

ing of man as the lord of the creation ; 

» • - •• 

For him the rocks a thoufand rivers gush ; 
Here rolling brooks^ there iilver torrents rulh. 

.. 

In this pfalm, Milton's firft-avowed 
poeticaVattempt, the ftylc of veriification, 
Xbeing heroic rhime, which he has not 
often attemptedj) feems to have been 
adopted from Sylveften Two years a^r, 
when he wrote his Verses on the 
Death op a fair Inpai^t, he was pal^ 
pably become acquainted with Spenfer; 
who is there his model. Ha:ice I fappofe 
the priority of his acquaintance with Sj/- 
vejler^s Du Bar fas ; wjiich I would, con- 
fider as his primary attachment *. 

* I might carry my hypcthefis, of Milton's pri- 
mary acquaintance with Sylvefters Du hartas, to an 
parlier date, than I have yet fuppofed} as, fincft^ 
the above was written and fent to the prefs^ I find 
that the 4to edition, in i6i^> w'as alfo printed by 
Humfrey Lownes. Milton was then only fivciy^ars 
old, at the moft. 

PSALM 
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PSALM CXXXVI. 



%g, ■■ I the gnUdcn-'treffedfvn^ 

Mr. Wartpa particularly notices this 
cacpreflBon as^ highly poetical^ I cannot 
avoid referring it to Sylyefter*s Du Bartas; 
where the fun is pot only defcribed 

WtTH «0);.d&K T&E6SB6 ood attra^ve grfl«^ 

but it is alfo faid % 

Scarce did the glorious Coremor t>f Day 
P'er MempMs yet i^ts <soi«bbn tess^ dsipby. 

p. j6(># 

35. Tif^ homed mmn iofiitu hy fugh!] 

The moon is feveral times termed by 
Sylvefter, ^* Jtight^s botmd queen ;' 



.▼» 



-^ander night's horved avsEN* p. 40. 



-how && dodk ebb asid flow. 



As th* HORNED «VBBK doth either ilmak or 
grow, . . p,8$. 

34- ^^^ 
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Inhiis exprtltion' is alfo admired by MK 
Warton as tety poetical. But Sylveftet 
had befoire tf raied the iUrs 



And 



-thofe BRIGHT spANOLss thatthe heayens 
adoro, p. 13/ 



-^The twiokling sjpangles of the firmament 

p. 72. 

He has alfo 

—heaven'* sta;l-span6lep cauopy, p, 45. 

And 

*-p— i-tllfe AHlGHT 3TAlt<»9FAKGtBB rCgioOfc p.143. 

He Uffa^ghs]^ indeed^ the ftars ugoq 
various other occalicmd^ 

This fine epithet is juifly admired by 
Mr. Warton. It is muc& fuperior to any 
attempts, in Sylveftef '$ Du Bartas, fimikrly 
to charafterife "the glorious God, that 
I *^ maketh 



t t^S ) 

*• makcth {he thunder ;'^ but pcjffibly not 
vrithQufc obligations to them. . Mankind, 
for inftancev ^re there termed 



^vaffals only of the THVwnER-THRo wer 5—* 

P-9S9- 
and the Deity is ftyled 

—the immortal^ mighty Thvnder-dartbr^ - 

P- 7- 

apd we have, 

• •• 

the only-THUNBERiNG HAND of God, J). 46. 

«... 

38. Smote thefirjl-horn of Egypt lanJ,'] 



-{lain by the angeVs hand 



Among the elder heirs of Egypt ^av o. p. 793. 

* j^i^ And in tkffigbt-of Fkdraoh fell. 

He brought from thence bis Ifrael^ 

In Sylvcfter's Du Bartas, Pharaoh is 
fimilarly defcribed as fell^ or cruel ; 

So Ifrael, fearipg^ again to feel 
.. Pharaoh'^ fbli bands^ who hmits hiip at the 
iicel. — p. 361- 

■ # * * * 

Where 



» ■ ■ • • . • 

Where^ alfo the Miltonic rhyme ftc- 
quentJy occurs ; 



• r 



■Ihofd proud' TYRANTS fkll, 



Thofe bloody foes of mourning IsitAsC^ p. 357, 



•through the'landy hcrtitfr 



Of a: vaft defart> * *'*•*. 
[ O? thlrft and hunger, a»d of ferpant^ jrll, 
H<5 by the han^ conduced IsnABi.^ ^ P-377«^ 

— » '■ w hat tempeft fe^l 

Beats on thc^head of harmlef^ Israel f p. 4^0. 

« ■ . ' 
And finally dotJxpuniih tyrants felx.^ 

With their own fyv'ords, to fave his Israel. 
> ' ft 

p. 478. 

I could refer you to various other in- 

ftances* -Thefe, indeed, are mere mi^ 

nutiay hardly worth our notice ; but a 
nmnber of fuch, ia addition to more 
palpable ' obligations, may contribute to 
prove my' jpoint. ' 

» ' . ' ' 



*^- 
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^^. Tte mdJywaiv^ hcltft in tiufw, 
OftheEfytkraaumain^ 

His dreadful voice^ to fave his antient fheep> 

bid CLEAV« the bottom of Xd* EhUYTR&SAN * 

This paiTiige ilont; feettis iieady fuf- 
ficientto iix on Milton an acquaiiifahce 
i^ith, and recolle<$lion df, Sylvefter*s Dii 
Bartas ; efpecially as I can alfo refer his 
*' RUDDY waves'^ of the Erythraean^ or 
lS.cd Sea, tp the fame fource j 



•along the fandy fhore. 



Where the Erythtean rtjddt billows roar. 

p. 967, 



* Sylvefler Is habitpajijy n^gligefft of L^tiit 
quantities. Thus he writes Euphrates, (which* I 
believe Spenfer has Ijkewife done,) NipWtes, Cin- 
cinnatus 3 ahd here Erythfeatl indead of Erythraean. 
He is not; howevei*, uniform in his felfe quanti-' 
ties. Though be ibmctiipies writes JdSmSao, Qrif^ 
ris, Orion ; at other times he reftorm them to their 
claffical quantity, 

. . 53. But 
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S3* BtttfuUfootfth^^dJevwt • .. . 
The tawty king 'with all his powsr,'] 

Thus exadlly^ and with the fame fiM 
eiFeft/ jSylvefter j 

But ceRtRARY tlrtr-Ra<f Sea bit) ^s^ovr 
• Tha sar^'rovs trrRAK^ -With bis mioh'tt 

To/oil^ for /d //ffw/^ is peffeSiy fiyfc^ 



' SliaJl Fott tfte^^agan', rfn<f freis Ifrsttt. p, 415. 

— ' giaiKts F02L*D in fingle fig;ht. p. 43a.' 

Sttbdueth Sdsa > foils the Moabite^ ilHci. 

I FQit'i>ycRM: troops ■ ■ ■■ f**5i^ 

^, ■ <fe Jmrnnstem ipafti^ 

Ammorean^ for jimrite^ 1% of the iame 
fcfaooL TheAmc^itesiiying before Joihua 
are termed. 



•the Ammorean hare. 



F^rj with the fear pf his vi6lorioas war. p. 398. 
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5p, ■ I. lafge'limb'd Oj^-^J 

« 

And as a large and mighty-limbed fleed. 
' : . p. 98. 

70. b is ovet'^bardy crenJU'T^ 

SenachariVs proud orE|t.-DARiNo »o9Tj 
* That tlir^t^n*d. Heaven, and 'gainft the earth 
did boaft. ?• i7« 

69. Lei us therefore parik fini^l 

. ThusalfoSylveilcrr . 

O Father! granil fweetly warble for^h 
. Unto our ieed the world's renowned, birth. b« r« 

• . • ^ 

94. Above the reach of mortal eye,'} 



Tijiis is admired by Mr« Wartofi, as a 
very poetical exprcffion ; and fo it is. 
But Sylvefter liad before fpoken of 



dl that is, or may *& seen 



By mortal eye under Nighfs homed £^ueen/: 



• ) 
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ANNO iETATIS XVII. 

ON THE DEATH OF A FAIR INFANT, 

l)lriNG OF A COUGH. 

8. ■-' ■ ■ y faftf grhn Aq»^9, kii chatkitety 
Bf hoi^9m tofe tb* Athenian dumfii g$t^ 

In Sylvefter's Du Bartas, ScytUia is dc- 
fcribed with allufion to the fame ixiytho- 
logic ftof y I 

the cold frozen Scythia, 

Too often kifs d hj th* husband of O&tthia, 

Ta which we might refer the " ki/s of 
** winter y in the preceding ftanza. 

Milton*s making Aquilo the Auiomedon 
of winter^ may alfo be attributed to the 
fame fource; 

T1i6 (hiy'ring coachMan with his icy fnow 
Dares not the forefi of Phoenicia ftrow : p- 104% 

D 12. — /i* 
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12. tb' ttfamous iloti] 

Infamous k thus accemed by Sylrefter ; 
I believe uniformly. 

Fly then thofe monfters, and give no accefs 

To men infamous for their wickednefs : p. 444* 

A fink of filth, where ay th' iNrdMOSEST, 

Moft bold and bufy, are eftcemed beft : p^ 4^3 ^ 

' i^. icy-pearUd ear] 

Ice-pearl is ufed for iail by Sylvefter 
more than once ; 

Theincenfed hand of Heaven's Almighty King 
Never more thick doth flipp'ry ice-pearls fling ; 

The bounding balls of ice-pearl flipp'ry fhining j 

p« 1096. 

^o. «w/M ^/J cvU kind tmhrace.l 

Kcrc'd with the glance of a kind cruel eye,— 

p. 116. 
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^i. Xjnhousi tbf virgin Jwif^ 

We have th^ fame expreffion in Syl- 
vefter's Funeral Elegy on the Wife of 
M. D; HiU ; 

For her own father Nature had unhous'd. 

And. Metkak had her mother re-efpous'd. p.ii68. 



ANNO ^TATIS XIX. 



A VACATION EXERCISE. 



•dumb/Hence-'^ 



Through all the world dumb silencb doth dlf- 
till, p. is^ 

19. Not tbofe nevi'fan^edtcySi and trimming JUght^ 
tVhich takes our latefantaftics luitb deiigit,'] 

In Sylvefter's Du Bartas it is faid, that 
Sir Thomas More and Sir Nicholas Bacon 
firft improved the Engliih language^ and 

p 2 w^ned 



I 
\ 
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Our infant phrafc, till then but homely nurfl. 
And ehilrfifh rovs *, aftd, ru^n*6 ch^cin^ 

thence. 
To civil knowledge join'd fweet eloqtii6*tfe. . 

p. 265. 

Arbd^ a littk before^ the change of lan- 
guages is afcribed, among other caufes, 
to the fabrications, or new-fanglings, of 
*^ fame-thirfting wits.'* 

Or elfe bee»cife fam^thirfttBg 'mis, wkatoil 
In golden terms to trick their gracious flyle. 
With NEW-FOUND beauties prank each circum- 
•ffemce, fltc. &c. ^ p. 261. 

29. Tet I had rattir, 5^/ ioert /^ e^iffir, 
Thyjervice in fome graver fuhjeH ufe ;— 
Suck tohire the deep tranfp^ted mhid jtre^fiat 
Ahwe the nuheeling poles, and at Hta^oeris dctr 
Look in, and fee each ble/sftd Deity, 
J£nv ke Before the tkundWons thntne dott lie, 
Lt/fnltig tff itobat nnfimme ApoJtofings 
. Tq th' touch of golden luires^ luhik Hehe bringt^ 
Immortal Ne^ar to her kingly fire ; 
^htn paffh^ thr6* thefiieres of twatthfid firt^ 
And mify regions (f tifide air mxi mdir. 
And bills cffntna and lofts if filed thunder,, 



( 11 ) 

^ May uli #/ ioigtA how gretfb-tfd Naptune raves ^ 
In Htavtns atfiawae ^mu^Wing ail hit 'wavet ; 
TJken^ng tfftcrtt ikhtgt that came ta p^fi, 
Wkm htldam Nature in bir craJk was.'\ 

I have often thought, that thef^ ^ere 
not exa(Jtly the ^ri^inal ideas of a ppet, 
anno aiaiis ig ; even though that poet 
was Miltoa,-"— ^I beg you to compare the 
following mental excurfionp into the ele- 
mentary and celeftial regions, of the , fa- 
cred poet, with whom I fuppofe Mijton 
to have made an early acquaintance. 

AM tlipug^ o\ir (pul live a$ iiqprifim'cl hpfo 
la pux.frdil fi^Ai* and bur^^ jas it \rer^ 
In a dark tpmb ; yet at pne flight fhe flies 
From Calpe to Imau=, from th' earth to fkies> 
Much fwifter l^an the chariot of the fun, ^ 
Which ivi a dajF aluait the woriil doth rua« 
For fcfiieti^mes, Je^viusJ the& Ijpfe GflV^ liei^pp^' 
V^itli ch^arful fpri^jg ebovc the clouds ihe Jeap^ 
Glides through the air, and there ihe learns to 

know 
The original of wind, and air, and fnow. 
Of lightning, thunder, blazing ftars,/ and ftomis, 
fi!f rwB dxA Jfith aod AnangB ^liialed fdrms. 

D3 By 
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. By th* air s fteep fteps ihe boldly 'climbiB aloft 
To the world's chambers ; Heaven flie vifits oft. 
Stage after ftage; ihe markcth all the fpheres. 
And all.th* harmonious various courfe of theirs : 
With fure account, and certain compafles. 

She counts the flars, and metes their di dances, 

• ■ ^ . -J 

And differing paces -, and, as if fhe found 
No obje6l: fair enough in all this round, 
She mounts above the world's' extremefe wall> 
Far, far beyond all things corporeal; . 
Where ihe beholds her Maker face to face. 
His frowns of Jullice, and his Imiles of GracCj 
The faithful jeal, the chafte and foberporjt. 
And facred pomp of the Celeftial Court, p. 133, 

Let the fobereft admirer of Milton and 
of true poetry judge, if /tub a paflage 
was not likely to captivate the attention 
of the young poet ! — Milton has, in facft, 
compreffed Du Bartas's defcription ; only 
rcverfing the order of it, ^nd heaibeni^ngy 
with fome fine claffical touches, the 
Owfjtmiu ^jjicijcc of his predeceflbr. 

Had not this paflage precluded the ne- 
cefiity of looking farther, we might have 
referred Milton, in fome -part of the above 

citation. 



^ 
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citarion, to the encomiaftic verfes of 
Biihop Hall, prefixed to the Englilh Du 
Bartas ; which, on account of tlieir merit, 
I am not forry to bring forward to your 
notice. 



To Mr. JOSHUA SYLVESTER, 

OF HIS 

BARTAS 

METAPHRASED. 

I dare confefs ,• of Mufcs more than nine. 
Nor lift, nor can I envy none but thine. 
She, drench'd alone in Sims facred fpring. 
Her Maker*s praife hath fweetly chofe to ling. 
And reacheth neareft th' Angels's notes above 3 
Nor lifts to ling or tales, or wars, or love. 
One while I find her, in her nimble flight. 
Cutting the brazen fpliwes of Heaven bright 5 
Thence ftraight ihe glides, before I be aware. 
Through the three regions of the liquid air : 
Thence, ruftiing down thro* Nature's Clofet- 

door. 
She ranfacks all her Grandame's fecret ftore 5 
And, diving to the darknefs of the deep. 
Sees there what wealth the Vaves in prifon keep : 

D 4 And, 
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Ajid,wbatihe fees above, fcekw, l^etw^cp, 
gh^ (hews and fings to others' ears aad eyne *, 



33' -?■ — tuyere the Je^p tranfprted mind may faar 
Above the 'wheeling foles, and at Heavsris domr 
Look irty Gfr. ^c,'] 

I muft here alfo requefl- you to compare 
the following paffage in Du Bartas's Ura- 
nia, or Heavenly Mufe; a poem highly- 
congenial to the immediate poetical caft 
of Milton's mind ; 

'^ I am Urania/' then ^oud iaid fhe, 
*' Who human-kind above the poles transport. 

Teaching t^eir hands to tpfush^ and ^^s .to&c 
The INTf R-CPU&SB Of T^B QBi^^sriAhCovKt" 

Sy^.TBST. Dp. Bart, p, 526. 

* J filtjpia the rcmajDder of tbcfe verfes, as a 
material t^mopiaj of the allowed high merit of 
Jofliua. ISylvcfler. 

. Tis true, thy Myfe another's ileps dpth preft ; 
The moiVs her p^n, nor is her pr^ife the lefs* 
Freedom gires fcope unto the roving thought ; 
Which by reftratut is curbed. Who womders ought. 
That feet unfettered walk both far aad fait, 
Which pent in chains miift want the\r cuAoni'd h^e ? 
. 7|)fpfoH^»y'^aiiKa6'6diviacrfi«iain, 
An4 (fD|'a Ikis fwrnb^s ia i)if f^^^tm vfap s 
3a;j7A« wjs (owe Fjr^nsb angel, gift wjU) W?ys; 

And thoa a BAaxAs art, in Engliih lays. 

36. — /^^ 



>«2i*^- -^ 
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26. ■ I » i iii j be thunderous //^aac'^^ 

Dr, Jortin would here read *^ the ttun^ 
*^ dWtrs throne ;" not being acquainted 
with the adjedliv^e thunderous. But Dr. 
Newton obferves, that ** he thinh he has 
** feen the word thunderous in other old 
*^ authors; though he caanot recolle6t 
^* where-" Mr.Warton notices the word, 
as *^ more in Milton's manner than thun^ 
'*^ der€r's\^ and as ** conveying a new 
** and a ftronger idea." He alfo illuf- 

A 

trates it byJJumb'rous ixom Jlumber ^ Par. 
Loft. X. 702 ; but he gives no inftance of 
thunderous from our older poets, with 
whom he was fo converfant, — I find it 
ufed in a fine paflage of Sylvefter : where 
Goliah, when flain by David, is com- 
p^r^d, in falling, to a wall or tower, of a 
befieged city, xuader-wprked by mioefs; 

Till at tko length, rufliing with tkuno'rous 

roar. 
It ope a breach to the h^dj conqueror, p. 420. 

V 41. Aa 
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41. An^ mifty irgitms vfwide air next under. 
And hills of/nonv and lofts of piled thunder. '] 



•the mountains ftrangely fteep 



Thofc heaven-climb ladders, labyrinths of won- 
der. 
Cellars of wind, and shops of sulphry thun- 

CER, 

Where flormy tempefts have their ugly birth ; 

p. 282. 

Mr. Warton, in his note on this part of 
theVACATioN Exercise, obferves, " thei:e 
*' \% fomething like it in Sylvefter's Du 
^^ Bartas, Job, p. 944, of the edition 
/' 1 62 1." — The page which he refers 
to, in Job Triumphant, has only two 
lines, that have any material refem- 
blance ; 

Haft thou the treafures of the fnow furvey'd ? 
C^ feen the ilore-houfe of my hail uplaid ? 

The paflage is a fine one : and I wifli it 
had induced Mr* Warton, to have looked 
more deeply into the volume. 

The 



( 43 ) 

' The fame page has otlier * paflagcs, 
that might have attached the tatteful cu^ 
riofity of my much-refpefted friend. Bur, 
when he publiflied his valuable edition of 
Milton's Juvenilia^ he was certainly little 
acquainted with Syhejler^s Du Bartas "^ ; 
and the reference to it, which I have juft 
noticed, was probably fuggefted by Mr. 

Bowles, 

* I could inftance the following : 

Haft thou gone down into the fea itfelf ? 
Walk'd in the bottom ? fearched ev'ry fhalf ? 
Survey 'd it'^ fprings ? or have the gates of death 
3 en open'd to thee> and the doors beneath 
Deatli's ghaftly (hadows ? 

Whicli is the way where lovely light doth dwell ? 

And, as for darknefs, where hath (he her cell ? 

Canft thou reftraln the pleafant trying 

Of FUiadeiy the ufhers of the Spring ? 

Or canft thou loofe Or/Wj icy bands, 

Who rules the Winter with his chill commands ? 

Wilt ihoo command the clouds, and Rain (hall fall| 
Will Lightning come, and anfwer, at thy cal! i 

^ In the pofthumous edition of Mr. WartonV 
Milton, there are indeed references not unfre* 
quentlj to Sylvefter's Du Bartas^j but it is feldom 
Jioticed, that Milton had any material obligations to 

it. 



/ 
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Jkmhsy who fupplied him with others to 
ijkat work. Dryden's citation from Syl.- 
Tcfter, in the Art of Pohtky ^^ has 
fjoflibly prevented many. readers of taftc 
fmtn ever locking into his Du Bartas^ 
«d it mnft be owned, tliat in moft pagc$ 
tfa^y would meet with fometliing to coa- 
&tm the imprefliion. To find his brilliant 
paffagas, we certainly have often to pafs 
through a quantity Qiji^rmrmion^ m^ dif* 
gulling matter. 

53. Trent^ m)hofpreads 

• His thirty arms along ffj indented meads^ 

Sylvefter to Du Bartas's Catalogue, of 
the moft famous rivers in tbc world, adds> 

it. Til^ 6a« paiTage, which I feaw dted in p. 38, 

is there r,eferred to, aud fix yerfes of it ^re cited 5 
but coldj/;, apd without aoy admiration of it. I 
liad not feen the fecond edition of Warton's Milton, 
iSnce my acq^uaintance with SylvcfterV Du Bartas, 
till diis ^fticet was abfi^Jutcly In the prefe, 

* See note, p. r 5, refpe6ting Dryden^ &c. 

« 

'filvcr 



( 45 ) 

-fihet Med^afy, which doth deep nffiEKT- 
The flow'ry meadows of my ilatiVA Kenti 

and he apoftrophifes the- 

vales with hundred brooks indented 5 



ON THE MORNING OF 
CHRIST^s NATIVITY. 

COMPOSED Kfep. 

3. Ofnu6ididln4tiii and virgh wotier iohij 
That Mary ihall at once be maid and wr^ 

THER, p. IJ, 

14* '■ a dar%fome houfe of moital clay,'} 

The' liusfioiirs caufed in this hoo&s of gcay^— 

p. i3 5- 
jp, the funs team ] 



-the sun's proud- trampling team- 



The sun, to ihun this tragic fight, apace 
Turn'd back his team,——— p. 226. 

a I.. I th 
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il. — . the fpangUd hoft hep luatck in fyuadrwS 
bright:\ 



-before mine eyes 



Heaven's glorious host in nimble sauA- 
DRONs flies. P- 13- 

5 5 . tlad doff V her gaudy trim,'] 

Doff'd mourning weeds^ and deck'd it paffing 
fine. p. 12- 

95. j^s never tvas iy mortal jitiger Jlruch i 
Divinely-nuarbled 'voice 
AnfvSring theftringed noife^ 

Suffer, at leaft, to my fad dying voice 

My doleful fingers to confort their noise: 

p, jol, 

J J I ^ -yoar nine-fold harmony^ 

Her NINE-FOLD voice did choicely imitate 
Th* HARMONIOUS mufic of Heaven's nimble 
dance, P- 5 2^* 

1^0. — — • peering day,'] 

A mountain top, that over- peers the plain, — 

p. 252. 

14a. H^ill 
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14a. Will danun return to men^ 
Orh^d in a rainbom} 



^hrortd in celejiial Shten^ • 

IVith radiant feet ihe tijfud clouds dowttjieerifig,^ 

We might, I think, conjedlure, that' 
this defcription is from feme pidlure ; 
and to Sylvefter's .Tranflation of Du 
Bartas*s Triumph of Faith there is a 
Frontifpiece, that might have furniflied it. 
The fubjedl is from Revelat. ii. ver. 10, 
Be thou faithful unto death ; and I will give 
thee a crown of life. The delign is, Chrift 
defccnding to judgment, and the faith- 
ful appearing before the judgment feat of 
Cbrijiy (Romans, xiv. 10,) and receiving 
their rewards. 

The judge is feated, " amidft a blaze 
** of light," on a fmall rainbow ; and is 
completely encircled by another " orbi- 
*' cular," or rather oval one. Under him 
arc fome wreathed, or ^* tiffued," clouds ; 
which he may be imagined in the aft of 
propelling, or *• direfting witli his feet.'* 

Juft 
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Juft beneath ihele clouds, a large rainbow 
-extends over the Holy City ; in front of 
T^hich the dead are fcen rifir>g out of their 
graves. 

In the midft of thefe, a little faifed 
above the level of the ground, lie the 
fhortales exuvia of Queen Elizabeth. The 
body is in robes 6f ftate, with her rufF 
cm the neck : her heacd refts on two pil- 
lows, laced and ornamented with taflels ; 
and a globe is at her feet. On the 
ground, befide her, lie a crown, fceptef , 
and fword of ftate. At the fame tima, 
her Spirit is fecn above kneeling before' 
the Judge ; and receiving from him the 
crown of life. She is kneeling juft before ^ 
his right handf, with her hair loofely 
•flowing, habited in a white robe ; and is 
attended by four virgins fiiiiilarly habited, 
bearing in their hands their lamps turning, 

This is indeed befide ftiy immediate 

purpofe ; which was only to notice, what 

particularly illuftrates Milton's defcription. 

4 But 
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But this circumflmice makes the print cu- 
rious •; and gires Treafon to iihagine^ t&at 
it was likely to haye attraAed the atten* 
tibn of a young obfertant mind *• ' 



. n ' '■*! 



lj3^, Swindges tkefcaly horror of bis folied taiL'\ 

. A lioi^.is defcribod Jn^.Syljreftcr's Du 
Bartas^ 



'SWiNDGiNGy with his finewy train. 



• Sometimes his ^des^ fometimes the dufly plain^— - 

p. 123. 

I might refer to the fame fource, for 
other conftituent parts of this fine Mil- 
tonic line. — Among the mefeorous ap- 
pearances of the aerial region, the poet 
defcribes a dragon with a voluminous 
fiery tail ; 

' Here a fierce dragon folded all in fire 5 p^ 33. 

and he terms the defert, through which 
the Lord conduced the Ifraelites, 

* This print is alfo in the 4to edition of 1613. 
. . . E the 
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183. ^ iTv^V of 'weeping h^fird, and hud lament \\ . 

To pearly tears moomings and fad laments ; 

P-439- 



J * 



d egp fjghs- and fweet LiLHE«iT». p. 455* 
aoo. m wned Afbtartith^^ 

Tito Mfioif ¥ ftii»4ftr4A ^ proiid Onomm^ {^. »9* 

202. . j-/r/ W/V/& taper* s bolyjhine^ 

' » » all illufter'd with light's radia|it shinb,*— 

p. 12* 

■ in Wifdom's rjdient sgiifE^^ 



p.448* 

jEj^w for ^;?rjf is frecjupqt with Sylvefter ; 
as is teen for /^^/^, and ireen for /r^^j» 



"!• ... ; 



THE 
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THE PASSION. 



' i 



^4. Jhe leaves flfould fill he black wlereon I 'Wtite, 
Jlnd letters wiere^ 'mj tenrs havt ijoaffd a Vfan^ 
hifi lubiteJ] 

Mr, Wartop, who juftjy b-Fands thiis 
ide* as " childiih," points out tl^e fourcc 
of it, *^ Conceits," fays he, ^* were now 
'^ not confine^ to words only. Mr.Stee- 
** vens has a volume of ekgies, in which 
/* the paper, in all the title-pages, i^ 
^^ blacky and the letters white. Every 
^^ intermediate leaf is alfo black." — ^But it 
happens that I can, in this infiance^ refer 
you to the wannijh white iean of Joihua 
Sylvefter, imprinted on a black haf^ by 
Humfrey Lownes. Adlually inter fcriben- 
dum *, I happen to have become pof- 
fefled of the quarto edition of Sylvefter's 
Du B^rtas, printed by H. Lownes, in 
.1613 ; prefixed to which is the third Edi-* 

* 

* Since the firfl fl^et was printed off. 

£ a tioa 
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tion of Sylvefter*s Funeral Elegy on 

Prince Henry, moft curioufly^ decorated 

1 1—,— 

with emblems of mortality. There are 

two title-pages ; or leaves. The firft con- 
tains, in a white page, (the back of which 
is black,) the date of the year and the 
name of the printer, together with a Star, 
the Jign of his houfe, as a central' orna- 
nient, inftead of a title. This ^age is fup- 
ported by four eredl figures, two on each 
lide. One is a corpfe in a winding flieet, 
which is colledled at the head and feet in 
a knot or taflel ; but fo as to leave three 
parts of the face vifible. The other three 
figures are deaths-, or fkeletons. I know 
not exactly which to denominate them ; 
as they have none of the ufual injtgnia of 
the Grim Tyrant : and yet they are mark- 
ed by an air of eharader'knd vitality^ that 
is very ftrikirig. You would remark in 
the drawing fome ignorance of anatomy ; 
but the attitudes of the figures, and the 
expreflion of the countenances, have 
much merit. The fecond leaf is black 

on 
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on both fides ; the title-page is of a deeper 
black than the other black pages ; and 
the letters in which the title is printed 
are now exaftly of a wannijh white. Some 
allowance mull be made for time ; but I 
conceive they were never of a clear white. 
I mull not omit to mention, that the title 
is ** LACHRYM-ffi: Lachrymarum, or 
^^ THE Spirit of Tears, diftilled for 
^\ the untimely Death, &c. &c ." The. 
Elegy itfelf, which conlifts of eleven 
pages, has the back of each leaf black, 
with the royal arms upcwi it, in the fame 
wan white ; and the fides of the printed 
pages are decorated, or fupported, in the 
fame manner as the firll-mentioned title- 
page: except, that, in four pages, the corpfe 
in the winding- Iheet is omitted, and a 
fourth OS SEA LARVA is fubllituted in its 
place ♦. Of thefe ojfea larva there are, 

* • • 

f Turn qu<>que fadorum veniam memor wnbra 
tuorum> 
Jnfequar et vnltus offia larva tuos* 

Ovid. Ibis. 144. 

B3 in 
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m the whole, nine or ten different figures; 
which are defigned with material variation}. 
Some are fiac^ing aoiofig a heap of hum;^ 
Ikulla and bonca> which rife quite up to. 
their -middle ; fome have a fmaller quan- 
tity, only up to their knees ; and other* 
are feen peck lihero on a plain unincum- 
bered ground* Some are drawn varioufly 
enfrqfil; in fome, the figure is exhibited^ 
far derritrt\ in othersj^ it is prefented. f//V. 
rj££Iyrj\t\i the countenaixcc /a//, and grimly 
cxpreffive. Sonae qf thefe latter materi- 
ally feryc to ill uftratp. Milton s 

• iGrinn^d horribly z ghaftly fin'ilA,-^ ' ' 



Fas.# Lost. ii« S4(^«L 

'' The Grim Feature/' in more than 

. . ^ # • -' - . . • 

one inftance, ex'preffes a high degree of 
deli gilt, through its charafteriftic ghaft- 
linefs : which is admirably preferved* The 
publication is curious; and would not 
fell to • attract the ^attention of any perfoh. 
I have trefpafled pn your patience^ by this 
defcription o£ it, from a wifh tq Ihew^^ 

how 



> (. 
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how impofliblc it yMs- {<x it not to irtlpttrs 

a young and fcntiotifi mind. Mik<5n was 

only five years old, wh^n thiB.4to: editioa 
of Sylve^er's Du Bam^ wai pubUihed*^*-^ 
Poffibly Uliltoft*^ ifether atid Lowtt^s were 
in habits of intimacy ; and books, printed 
by the one, foon found their way to the 
boufe of the other ; and there made a 
part jo£ the library » which furniihed young 
Mtiton with his earlieft reading. — I 
might hence fuggeft an earlier date for 
Milton's firflr acquaintance with Sylvefter's 
Du Bartas, than I had at firft done ; and 
I might, not unfauadedly perhaps, con-- 
jefture it to have been one of the firft 
books of poetry, {if not the very firft,) 
which he perofed.— At alt tvtttti you will, 

I think, allow, that the wannifli whit« 
letters, produced by the tears of the 
mott^&ef on the bMck lea¥e» of Ms lu- 
gubrious ^gt, are the Laeh-yma Luchry 
marum of Sylvefter, from the prefs of 
Lowiwi; a circuntfiance) (hat gmhoc Vut 
iliangth» ihy geneM iS)^(2/i'i/!!£» . :.. . C 

^ - E 4 41. Tljtrt 
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Inpptfivc trance, and anguijk, 4$nd effiaticjf/,'} . . 

And yet far higher is this holy fit,. 
When, ■-■ ■ ■ from fleih cares bcquit^ 
The wakeful foul itfplf aifembling £0^ 

All^elfly dies,- ; ; ; r— 

But above all that's the btivinest trance. 
When the fouPs ejt beholds God's countenance. 

p. 178% 



'ECSTASIED in a HOLT TRANCE j— 

p. 5»a. 



«* 



<fc»*«i«— 1 1 ■ 1 1 I 



AT A SOLEMN MUSIC. 

1 ■ I • 

J 7. That Vie m tarth v^itb mdif cor ding ifoice 
May rightly an/toer that melodious miji | ^ 
Jis once we did^ till difprofortion d Sin 
Jarrdagainfi Natures chime, and with harjb din 
Broke the fair mujic that all creatures made 
To their great Lor d,whtfe love their motionfoaayj* ' 
Jnperfe^ eRapafon^ivbilft they flood 
In firfi obedience and thairjiate ofgood^ 

. The FURIES, or iiid. Part of the ift. 
Pay of the ii d, W^ek, of Sylvcfter's Du 

Bartas, 
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Bartas, defcribcs the fatal confequenccs of 
the Fall. The Argument of it opens 
Ithus : 

The world*8 traxisfcMm^difrom what it was at firft. 
For Adam's 4n all creatures elfe accurf^d ; 
Their hakmony distuned by his jar : 
Yet all agaxa concen^t^ to make him ^ar; &c» 

p. 20U 

where the two laft lines may illulbute 
a preceding vcrfe in tins finely -con- 
ceived, and exquifitejy - finifhed, litdc 
poem ; 

That UNDISTURBED fong of pure concent, — 

The Book itfelf, after an invocation, thus 

» 

begins ; 

Ere that our fire, (O too too proudly bafe !) 
Turn'd tail to God, and to the fiend his face, 
This mighty world did feem an inflrument 
Tme-firung, well-tun'dy and handled excellent; 
' Whofe fymphony refounded^ fweetlj ihrill, > 

The Almighty's praife. 

While 



i/ 



e 3». }) 

: Vmic man ikvv'd God^ the wottd &rv*d i&Mvt 
the.live 

' And lifclefs creatures teemed all to ftnre 
In fweet accord > the bafe with high rejoic*d. 
The hot with cold^ the folid with the moid ; 

' Aod tittMtctit A&txn (nc cofflbtne 
All with the itLtftie of a Lota DtYi^t, 



For th* hiidth lore that tioir a dsiys doth hdli 

'The fcel and loadftone, Hjdrargire and gold> 
Is but a ipark and Ihadow of that love, 

' t«riri<3h. dt the iitft ift dtery tiiri^ did Aio^e> 

. When tlte: eslrth a Mufea with karrmooiocis ibioid . 
To Hearens fweet mniwk huspbly didrefovund,. . 
Bat Adam, being chief of all the firings 
Of this large lute, o'er-reached, quickly brings * 
All out of tune ; and now, for melody 
Of tsrarbling charms, H yells fo hideoufty. 
That it affrights fell Enyon *, who turmoils 

' To rjiffe a^m old piads' antiqtie broik. p. 202. 

I muft requeft you here to make fomc 
allowance for thejiylus Zrmiani JneculL 

, * The fame a^- BcBona, After lo Mars^ gtidGod- 
defs of £«inie. QbSar^ tp ^htfin. &cc MittOfi's 
ivth. Ei'B*¥y veFr 75» . ^ . . ; . . 

^ / I might 



I might obferve to you> that ^* Pffan-- 
^yt^fy^ ver. 5, " JV#/7/' for Mufic, ven 
1 8, and *^ Jiisipafm^ Ver. 43, fimikniy 
ufed, are all to be found in Sylvcfter. 
At prefent I haften to the two delightful 
poems <rf KAttfiGRO arid It Pan-sib- 
iCoso ; in each of which I ihall point 
out an obligation, i^t two, to my womi- 
e^en volume. 



L'ALLEGRO. 

10. » ' J ark Cimmirum dtfirt ^ **^ "j 

Mr. Warton, having ^bfervtd that 
^* Cimmerian darkncfs was a common al- 
" lufioh in the poetry then written and 
*^ ftudied/' cites inftances from Shafce- 
fpeare, Fletcher, and Spcnfcr. It is aUb, 
frequent in Sylvefter ; . i 



The 
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- The fad f>Iack horror of Gimmeilian mifls,*--- ^ 

^ ■ . — ^biind ignorance 

Groping abovft in fuch Cimmeiiian nights^ — 

• P 272. 

From a CiMM^&iAN.dark d^ep dung6oo>— 

; P- 435- 
. ]tfai>*A eyes are fealed up :^ritb Cimmerian mill. 

P- 5^7- 
il« ibou Goddefs fair and free^ 

In Sylvefter-s'Du Bartas/if-is faid, God 
created the Angels, 



t- immortal^ innocent^ 



Goody FAIR, and freb 5 P* I4* 

25. Ha/ic thee, Ifympb, and bring with ibee- 
Jeft and youthful Jollity ; 
^ip4,.and Cranks, and tvanton Utiles, 
Nodi and Becks and wreathed Smiles, 
Such as hang on Hebes cheek, £jff . Cs'rJ 

Pray juft caft your eye on Du Bartas's; 
groupe of attendants on the '^^ taught er^ 
•* loving^ goddefs ; 

Fair 
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^ Fair idwiity Yenqg i : ■ ' ■ i ■ . . — , 

Whpm wanton Dalli^nccj^ Dancin^> and DeUgJit, 
Smil^, witty .Voiles, Youth, Love, and Beauty 

brifflit, ' ' ■ • ' 

With foft blitid Cupids evermore ^ebnibrt. p. Si. 

'45. Then to come, infptteiffmtfvo, 

AiHd tti fn^ toiMiiasto Sid gcod-m^rowS] . 

* » . - 

Biflxop Newton takes occafion, froqi 
this paflage, toaglmit, with Dryden, that 
** rhyme was not Milton^ s ialent.^^ ** Sc- 
*^ veral things," he obferves, *^ are faid 
'^* by Milton, which would not have been 
*^ faid, but for the fake of the rhyme ;"** 
and he particularly refers to the ^* in 
^^ fpite of forrowy^ in this place; which 
he intimates to be, what we ufed to call 
at fchool a botch^ a mere expletive, 
foiftecj in pro carminis ufu. You and I, 
(who have a higher opinion of Milton's 
talent for rhime,) fhould not, I be- 
lieve, ealily accede to this accufatfon 
againft liim. — I had once fuppofed it in- 
tended ftrongly to characjlerife the en7 

livening 
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livening eflfetft of the krk's matin fohg, 
•fo as to dlfpel at once any forrows of the 
preceding night ; and poffibly with a re- 
ColleAion of the P&lnxift's, Sorrow may 
endure for a night ; but joy cometk in the 
morning. Plalm xxx, 5, — But I think 
you will agree with me, that we muft, in 
this inftance, look only to Sylvcfter's Du 
Bartas : where the Poet is defcribing the 
happinefs of him, who leads a country 
life ; ' 

The chearful birds^ chxri*ikg hxm swxet cood 

MORROW^ 

"With Nature's mufic do beguile his sorrow. 

p. 7Q. 

y}. While the coii^ ^c. 

Stmfy firm hU dams tiftre?^ \ 

Ev'n as a peacock : 

' To woo his miftrefs, strutting stately bt 
her, &c. &c.' P-7<^«' 

78. Meadyius trim njaijb diufief fieJ,J 

Trim is no unfrequent epithet for mea- 
dows in Sylvefter : ' 

—the 



r : I v mhX ( ■ I the Howw that pdtit th^ fIielm so 

The eternal vprdurc, find 4b» TRi>i prosfect 
Of pJeutcQUs p^ftuf es, ■ ■ ■ ; — p. ^og» 

Pied, for variegated, is alfo Sylvefirian.'-^ 
Moft readers, I fufpeft, have applied ^/^rf 
to the dailies themfeivcs ; and I confefs, 
that I attributed Milton's " pied dailies'* 
to Shakdpearc'^ 



DAISIES PIED and violets blue. 



in the fong, at the end of As you i,iicr 
IT^ But we may as well underftand his 
meadows to have been variegated with 
dailies; as are thofe in Sylvellefs Du 
Bartas; . 



I 1 



' In Maj THE MEAD8 aie not fo pied with 
naWEHs. p. 974. 

Where, in his defcription of Eden, wc 
luvc the (aiuc idea; 

With thoufand dw he motleys all the mea^s, 

p. 171. 

Pied 



( 64 ) 

r Pied is there alfo applied . to flowers ' 
thenifelves ; 



■each bed and border 



* Is, like PIED POSIES, diverfe dies and order. 

p- i8o; 

8^. I 4 heirfceu^ry dinner. — 

Of Jjerhs and other country ntfjfes. 
Which the neat -banded Phyllis drejjes,^ 

Sylvefter defcribes the fruits of the Gar- 
den of Eden, yielding 

More wholcfome food than all the messes. 
That now tafte-curious wanton plentjr di^bsses. 

p. i7i. 



94. "' the jocund rehecks found ^ 



i ', 



( • 



The r check ^ as Mr. Warton has* no- 
ticed in the fecond edition of .hb Milton, 
is mentioned, by Sylvefter, as An inftru- 
ment with jftrings of catgut ; 

But wicry cymbals. Rebecks* sinews twin'd. 
Sweet virginals, and corniet's curled w;nd. 

p. 231. 

95. r* 



( 65 ) 

. 95' ^^'^^^y a'jmab, and'/iumj^ a 

I think I have feen it fomcwhere ob- 
ferved, that this Kne much expreffes the 
bounding of a dance. I will beg you to 
compare the teftivc dance of Solomon's 
Courtiers, malked as Heathen Deities, in 
the revels celebrating his nuptials ; 

. Here many a Phcsbus, and hexe makt a Muftr* 

• • • 

Here many a Juno> many a Pallsts hQre> ^ 
. Here many a Venus^ and Diana .clear, 

Her6 many a homed Satyr, many a Fan, 
■ Here Wood-Nyraphs,^Flood-Nythphs,' ma^nt a 

Fairy Fawn, : , . . 

' With laiityfri(ks and Uyely^«ii«<£f,3cc.&c. p.^.^j^t 

" 125. ^bere Ut HJmen oft Off^or 
- 'Infaffronirobtp^ ^] 

Mr. Warton exhibits feveral inftances 
of our old poets' introducing Hymen. in 
" his faffron coat," SyJivefter gives him 

robes of that colbur : 

» — . ' ' , • 

In sAFF^ov &OS.BS apd aU his folann rites, 
Thrice-facred Hymbn ihaU with fnxiling chea^ 
•t Unite in one two loving Turtles dear, 

F And 
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And cham vitb kolf cbanna tbcir wiiltn|^ hmis, 
Whofe hearts are link'd in Love'i ctcnnil liands. 

p. 121$. 

ij^X. Then t9 the vj$U-tr9d ftmge Mw^l 

» 

I have formerly thought the *^ anon^ 
in this place a feeble expletive^ or rather 
an intolerably aukward botch ; and felt in.>- 
clined to apply to it Bifhop Newton's ob- ^ 
jedliofts to Yeife 45.— Bot I bfeghi to fuf^ 
pe<a, that it is not without its effcft in 
quick tranfitions of defcription : at leail I 
am in a great degree reconciled to it, 
from fome pafiages in Sylrc^^s Du Bar- 
tw*— At prefent I will only juft lay before 
you, from thence, the various «A^jr/«/ 
Paradiliacal delights of Adam in a ilate^ 
of Innocence ; 

Here he beneath a friargfant hedge rcp6fe$, 
WiM of 4II kin^ of ^eet aK^eolo^red t^ioB^^ 
Anon he walketh in a ierel lane. 
On either fide befet with ihady plane y 
Anfoir he ftalketht ^^kk an tstfy ftitde^ 
By fome dkar rS^er'a Ifty-ptved ^ y 

Mains 



m ) 

p. iSOi 

Jbim is a moft frequoDt word with Syl* 
ve^r ; perhaps more repeatedly ufed by 
him &d!i any ctter^ if we ctoept vg^ For 
mh— Miiteft hS^ii ilRd l^(?» vrtith good 
effect in his greater poems* Par. Lost. 
L 549. Par. Req. i. 304. . . 

136. yy> LjdUm airs, 

Manied t0 imfMrtal vprfij'] 

This ei^refliofiy of mrrying words and 
mulic, is moft abundant in SylvcAer^s Du 
Bartas* Thus, whiilt the bitl^ hi P&hU)ife 
are defcribed accompanying with their 
fongs the hymns of the Angela ; 

Where thouiand forts of birds both night zvd, 

day, 
Mar&tino tbbir sweet tvmbs to th'^ Ak-. 

gels* lays, 
Sung Adam's blifs^ and their great ]Mbker*s praife. 

p* 172. 

P 2 Andy 
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And J where tiie Ifra^^litesi are ^ rejoicing 
after having paffed through the Red 
Sea; • 

They ikip dnd dance, arid mar&ting all treir 

^ •• * _ » 

Tp jtipabrels^ h&iit-boys, and loud comets* noife^^ 

. Make, all the ihores refound> and all the coafts^ 

Witii the fhrill praifes of the Lord of Hofts. 

' p, 364. 

And again ; ' 

But, when to the miilic choice 
Of thofe nimble joints fhe 'mar hies 
The echo of her angel- voice, 
* Then the praifp and prfze Ihe carries, 
'Both fio^miOrpbsus and. Ainphidn, 
"ShaintogLipiisand^ripnt^^,/ {' p. ia6& 






; < • : ■' . ; 



• ' f 

f - • 



IL 
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IL PENSEROSO. 



1, Hence vain delndingjoys, £5V,-»— 3 

Among the various works, which com- 
pofe the folio edition of Sylvefter*s Du 
BartaSj (as it is commonly called,) are the 
Trophies and Tragedy, of. Henry 
THE Great, tranflated from the Fuenth 
of Piere Mathiew. The part termed the 
Tragedy, which defcribes the death of 
the King, opens with the following ex- 
clamation ; 

Hence^ hencei false pleasures^ mqmekta&y 

jaYs! 
Mock us no more with tour illudino 

TOTSl 

A Grange mifhap^ hatched in hell below. 
Has plung'd us all in deepeft gulf of woe- 
Taught us that all world's hopes as dreams 
DO ply, &c. ' p. io84, 

^ - • p 3 6, And 



( n ) 

As thick and number lefs 
As thigay mats tjaipiopU tif/m-ieams^ 
Or Itiefi- Mring dreams^ (jfrj 

Here we muft, beyond all queftionj re** 
fer to the following defcription of dreams^ 
in Du Bartas's Cfri;e of Sleef ; 

Confufcdly aboat tfie filent bed,, 

FaHTAS^TIC swarms op X>&BAM8 Tm&X B0«« 
VE11BD>. 
. ^%»^, MOt. A1<D y BJ^^OW, TAWBTY;, AMCjRj 

A»m lU^V^ J 

Thj^ n^ke no noife. bu^t tight refemble xfiSLj 

Th' UNNUMBER*D MOATS THAT IN TH« SUN-^ 
BEAMS FLAT) P«31& 

Where, afterwards. 

The 6AVPT fwarm of divanis is put (o flight. 

Mr, Warton alfo, in the fecon^ edition 
of his Milton, pofitiyel]^ refers the io^- 
gery in this jart of the. Penfcrofp l;o Pu 
!I^M^s'$ Cave of Sleep. 



( n ) 

SxAer^fttadfafty anddemurty •— ^. -« 
C9me^ hit k€ip tfy mMHiedJtoH^ 
Wtth 'aH$tJtep^ mnd mufiig gaiff 
jfnJUoh cpmmerciMg 'with thejkiesj tsfc^ 

Some of thefe traits^ in Milton's ^* Pen-f 
*• five Nun,^* might be referred to th^ 
Ibllowbg pcrfonification of Wifdom; 

la& Wifdom come switb sober covntbnancb ; 
To the Heavenly bowers her oft slofi t' advance, 
The light Mamuques* * wjnglefs wings ihe has i 
]fler GBSTtTEs coox^ as comblx obavb hbr 
»ACB,— ^ p. 447, 

Where (he is defcribed ; 

* ■ * 

A7« like herfelf ; and ihe doth always trace 
Not only the samb path> but trb same pacb# 

^^^ p. 448. 

* The Mamuque, or Bird of Faradife^ is de- 
fcribed in the Fifth Day of the Fii-ft Week j , where 
itisfaid, 

' mi^^ they fijr; and yet thtir ffigfat extaadf, 
TtU with tiicil' fl^hl thtif nnknowo lilt's dais eoib. 

p. itiS. 

^4 And 
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And "fee - is likcwife charaAerifed 



-a HiG^'DCfCENDED Quccii; ' P'449^ 



45. With afqd Uadcn. Jt^iumuard.cafi 
Thou fix tbcm m th^ earth asfafi.\\. 

Du Bartas's Geometry is defcribed 



« « 



That fallow-fac*d^ £ad> Hooping n^mph^ whof<$ 

EYE 
Still ON TETE GROUND is FIXED STEDFi^STLV ; 

p. 289. 

• • - f . 

65. Onthedfyfmfiih'fiavenp'te^^,^ 

• r . ^ * 

Sthootb'Jhaven^ lor ne^-mown^ is ufcdty 
Sylycfter : he is defcribing, a, luminous 

fummer meteor, 

* ' » 

Seeming amidfl the new-shav*n fields to light. 

p. 4^2. 
p*^. ■ gorgeous tragidy 

' in fcefUid pall come Jtx3eepinghy\\ 

The conftellatlon Virgo is reprefented 
in Sylvefter's Du Bartas, 

sWEEFiifG Heaven*s azure globe 
With stAXELT- thain of her bright golden 
robej ?•??• 

I do 



; II dcr not: xheaa tnauriaUy: to.xder jtfie 
** fcepter*d pall" of Milton to a fine ufe 
of the fame epithet in Sylveftcn I beg, 
however, to cite it. — Mofes is reprefented, 

. Arm'd with his wand^ wherewith he was to^udl 
The scepter'd pride of many an Infidel 3 

By the by ! Had not Gray read Sylvef- 
ter's Du Bartas? And has he not fomc 
obligations to this paflage, for two fine 
iijijgesin his fublinae Ode? , 

Smch were the founds, that o*cr the crbsteb 

Of .the firft Edward %Wer'd wild diftoay*. .^ : > 

• Bard. St, i. x^ 

I 

' Be thine defpair> and ^cbpte&'d care,—— * 

Ibid^iii.j^ 

In his other Ode, he has alfo th^ 

Eagle, ' . ' — - 

/ 

Perching on the scbptbr'd hand. 

Of Jove, I 

Ff^qoRRSs OP PoETRr, St, L.a» 

Where 



( 74 ) 

Whtfc hii feUiinate tranflation of Pin^ 
4ar'$ 

PyTH. Ode i. lo, 

might folely have fupplied his *^ fceptcr*d 
** care;** and his ** crcftcd pride" he has 
))iinfelf attributed to Dryden's 



cuaTKp Addcr'^ pjhhe,^ 

Indian Qu^but* 



That you may not think me indecently 
llippjuit, in my ready imputation of imita- 
tion, from very flight grounds, on a man 
of fuch abundant and elevated genius as 
Gmy , I muft obferve to you, that I have 
other reafons for. fuppoiing him to have 
eiu'iched his compoiitions from my old 
folio. His intended Hiftory of Englifh 
Poetry, you know, 'made his acquaintance 
with it a neceflary talk. — But to the point ! 
No part of his noble ode has, I believe, 
been more generally and juftly admired, 
^han his defcription of the defolation of 

France 



France by the viSorief ctf Edwaid. the 
Black Prince ; 



-what terrors toand him wait i 



Amazement in his van^ with flight oonahla'd* 

And Sorrow'^ faded fonn and Solitude behind! 

Bi)t how ihall we acquit this of mate- 
xial obligatiotvs to Sylvefter*s Du Bartas i 
After a fiiie perfonification of War^ it is 
theic iaid ; 

fsAR and Dbstaiii^ Fxigrt an4 Pl*PUif 

coafl. 
With haiiy march« beforx urx mrBo*Kovi 

HOSTj 

And Sdbjiow, "fovertf, and Desolation, 
Follow hs& army'^ bloodt tbansmigba*- 
TioK. p. aojr. 

I concfivej that Gray could not )Mk 
i¥ith atte^ition into Sylv^fter's Du Bartas^ 
withoul: carrying off" in his min4 tx^anf 
pp^ticat images and exprefiions. I-cootd 
bring more proofi of this, were it not be-^ 
^4e my prefent purpo/e. 



( < ?5 ) , 

Or tie tale ^ Troy divine, 1 ;;^ 

For the fubjefts of ^tragedy, Du B^tas 
had before fuggefted 



-tyrants' bloody gcfts 



Of Thebes, Mycen:®, or proud Ilion. 

. . v-s^s 

102. ■ ' , . ' ■ tbeht^indjtage^l.. 



< '. 1. ■ 



Sylvefter has, " the buskin'd mufe,** 
but only in the fenfe of lofty^ and not 
meaning particularly ito diftinguifh the 
Mufe of, Tragedy; . 

Leaving therefpr^ lib war'^dycourfe to thofe, 
. Whofe BusKiN*D ]!4us£ Bellonas march opt- 
- r goes^— p. 1065. 

/. 111,. Thus night' tft fee mc in thj p^hxarreer.l 

** Pale carreer' is the moon s cpurfe. 

iP .. ^ . , , ^ .-, 

The. night of the poet's penfive man is a 

moon light night ; ^nd wjiat had been faid, 

from ver. 77, muft be underftopd in a 

great degree parenthetical. 

. /. Carreer y 



{ w ) 

Carreer y for the conrfe o£-tIie fun^ 
moon, and planets, is the regular word of 
Syivefter ; 

^ ■ the funV bright ey«. 



Car&bsring daily once about the iky — p« )i. 



thy brave fteeds flood ilill 






. \x\ full CARREBR flopping thy whirling wheel. 

When we can flop th^ accuflomed carreer 
Qi Jleaven's bright chanipion^ mounted -91)1 the 
dawn, p. iiytJ, 

Where alfo the moon is not only teritied 

the. : . * — ^ 



p A LE Queen, of -Night, : , p. ^9, 



but ihe i% likewife reprefqnted driving 



her i^Ai-B COURSERS- p. 88, 



•which may corroborate a reading, Par, 
Lost, i. 786, fuggefted by Mr. Capel 
Loft, of courfers for courfe. 

• •♦ • 123. "^trick^J 



( 78 ) 

^ricVdj for gorgeeufly drtfi^ is ufed by 
Sylvefter in his tranflation of Du Bartas's 
JuBiTH ; where the hc^fbiiie^ ornamented 
for her pufpbfe, iS dfefcribed. 

So b]9Te a gaUaatj tricked and triinmed fo> 

p. 9^6* 

141. ■■ days garifi e^^ 

t)ki'% glorious gti/ *^^ ■ |). 84* 

157. ■ , the high.embtnued nrf^ 

Thus, refpe(5ting Solomon's Temple ; 

And what huge ftr^hgttl of bAkoxng vaults 

BMBOWD 

Bedi* fueh a Weight abof i lh6 triiiged dmid. 

p. 4*5- 



ARCADES* 



( 19 ) 






ARCADES. 

,aj ^00 dares not give her odJs; 

Who had thought this clime had hel4 
A duty/9 mnparaUer.dT2 

When a literary lady, of your acquain** 
tafice^ (>nce tkiktd Dr. Johnfon, '* wh|r 
MiltOfi, who could write ib fublimely 
On othet Occasions, produced fuch poor 
*^ fonjietfl ♦ ?" his anfwcr was, ** IS/bj^ 
^^ dam ! Milton tould cut a Cdoflhs out 
'^ of a rock^: but he coiidd not carve 
*^ a head upon a chcrry-ftone/' Thd 
fame cohfal critic has alfo predicated of 

* . It remains tp he Jhe'voed, that Mi!ton*s fonuets 
*' are poor)** as well as that ibunet-writing is a 
mere kftack, the *' chefty-lldne-carving of pdetry.** 
Several of Milton's fonhets wotild contradid both 
thefe ideas : bvX, although he has dignified theflti 
, with fubUme thoughtSi and numbers highljr poetie^ 
there is^ it muil be allowed^ frequently a want et 
that nicer and more artificial finifhing, which i| 
juftly required in fhort cotopofitions. 

Milton, 
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Milton^ that " he never learned the art 
** of doing little things with grace ;'* and 
that ** he was a lion^ who had no Ikill in 
" dandling the kidr— The Miltonic mufc 
indeed w^ little accuftomed 



Dionaeo fub antro 



Sunerere modos leviore ple6lro j . . 

neither was -Qie any wiys calculated for the 
kgereie of comndon fbng writing. fThe three 
principal fongs in 'CoMtrs; although Dt. 
Johnfon has cenfured the di<5lion of them 
as harfh, are exquifitely beautiful ; but they 
txe not ct^mmon {Qngs\ and the fabjeAs of 
them are in fad: majoris pk£tri. Milton's 
fong on May Day has been juftly" ad- 
mired ; as the greateft part of it well de- 
ferves. Lord Mdnboddo, in feme ob- 
fervations with which he favoured me, rc- 
fpefting Milton's rhyming verfe, Xays it 
is the prettieft little poem in our lan- 
guage : but I confefs that, to my ear, it 
clofes in a manner rather flat and infipid. 
The conclufion of the two laft fongs, in 

this 



( & ) 

Urn ^liisaiiAsMumlxf, t^'perfe^Iy yiipid 
ai>d fjtimkfe:; ^ i' ; 



' 1 1« 



Silch a rural queen, 
' ' AllAtcadta h^th itbt fecft. 

I S(i;]^^«i^pQed: :.ta-/ay. rwjth Defdfmona^ 
*^ O moft lame and impotent conclunon 1" 
This firft fong is alfo rather ftiff through- 
out, and by no means fbttufiat^ in'-its con- 
clufion .; efpcciajly wheicj in comparing 
the lady patronefs t/o tt^e jtie^en, .deities, 
he borrows the laa^im^ of/^aiiMefrB^Kket 

jocky • :'•/■■' ,; "i..Jif ,\i ', ,in n >: > 

r r 

Juno dares not give henMt:. \A 



T »i! *' f' 



L> < J 



The fame though h^s ;bf«n rai^h/l^tter 
managed by Sylvefter^ in a mafque fon- 
net to Queen Anne, confort of Tames I. 
Old Jofhua was certainly not z'fjferry- 
fione-earving poet : p. le^ii fee 4a4 timfelf 
no credit, by hid attempts ia:the i9?/ff^//ie 
of poetry- I do no*, indeed, pteftrit irim 
t<5 you as the lion of poets • biut'l tBink 
you will agree with me, tb'at> in ijie fol- 

G lowing 



1 ■ i ■ Jup^w^^mMHivpanmni^panRpnpniiBiivwv 



lowing, fong, he f^ dandles* his kid:^' ^ot 
unfkilfuUy ; and with much grace^ for the 
age in which he ;yrote. Ben Jonfon'? 
MASQUES are now before me ; and I do 

* y.^« ./■M.J*. ,**. . 

not, at this moment, ftumble upon any 
thitig therci by any meanis fo plcafing. 



I )i 



> ' J . t 



, JSi&we^,^ie we, fifter. fairies I . ' - 
Dead our comfort, deep omx care is. 

While we mifs our miftrcfs* graced 
' ^' ' if n%e mirror of^\v^^fc face >, ' ■ , 
MajO^-atid jnildnefii aieet, : ; .. I 

Stately fhining, fmiling fweet : . 

In whofe bofom 

Ayrepofe'«n^ s..^ 

All the honours of Diana : 
Say who few/ eur Gtory, Anfia ? * ' ■' 

This way, this way, Grace did guide hcf j ^ 
Coija fo rich a Jewel hide her. 

So iinfeen, that lionc can fay. 

Whether ihe is gone this, way ? 
Or doth Envy make you mum ? . - > 

Or hath .wonder ftruck you dumb I 

Jo, fifters ! 

Here's our miftrefs ! 



lo^ 
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lo, fairies ! we have found her; 
Dance we^ rapt with joy, around her ! 

III. 

Hail> all hail^ O Queen of Graces ! 
Whofe afpe6fc aufpicious chafes 

All our fears and cares away, 

Clearing all with chearfoi ray ; 
Whom whoever never faw 
Knows not Virtue's love nor law ! 

Bounty's prefence. 

Beauty's pleafance ! • 
Model and divine ideaj> 
Both of Pallas and Aibea ! 

« ft 

IV. . 

Welcome, welcome, Phenix royal I 
Wills and walls thee echo loyal | 

In all Faerie is not 'found 

A more happy piece of ground. 
Than your prefence maketh here ; 
Where, together with youj: phecre *, 

All we wiih you. 

And your iiTue, 
With all joys of Grace internal. 
Outward Glory and eternal. 

* Companion, confort, Imex- 

o 2 This 
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This little poem you will not find in 
the folio editicm of r6fii. It fipft ap- 
peared among the Pafibumiy (or, verfes of 
Sylvefter never before publiihed,) at the 
end of the fici^nd jfdio edijiott, 1653 ; 
which I hav^ only juft naw^ ieeii. As I 
do not mean to fuppofe any obligations to 
this fong, pn the part of Milton, it is 
needlefs to enquire, wKetlxer the Arcades 
was then written ♦. : But I imift. obferve 
to you, that thefe Ppfibumi^ or at Icaft 
fome of them, were, 1 fufpei5V, known to 
Milton in the year 1625. They were 
probably cpuin^nicated ps^ P» Lownes, 
after the appmaAce of hia ieditba of 
1621 f* In 16^5 Milton wrote his little 
' poem 

* The Ar eAi>»s. was probabljr written m 1653. 

f The feoond folio edition "was printed, in 1633, 
by Robert Young 5 who probably fucceeded to.the 
prefs of Humfrey Lownes, as the plates and g^na- 
ments of Lownes's '410 and folio edition are re- 
tained in this. There is alfo, at the end of the 
poflhumous • J&Mieto^ » plate, reppe^tlng probably 
the lign of Young'j houfe. The defign is, two 
' hands 



( 9$ y 

poem On the DxAtH or a >aiIi lir- 

PANT ; which opens beautifully ; 

hands holding an anchor, with a imkt twined 
round it ; and it is fupported on one iide by 
I>owncs's Hat, or fign, and on the other by Peter 
Short*s fk$iT. Though the fign of thefe two pduteni 

^s» equally a Jiar^ yet Lownes adopted ' a very 

different flar from his predeceflbr. The, fign of 
Peter Short is a bible open, held by a hand in thtf 
middle of a very bright ilar with twenty ratkis of 
which eight are tortuous, and twelve are dire^ ; 
and the motto round it is, £/ iifqu$ lul nuSes Veritas 
tua, Lowncs's lign was a flar, iingly, with twelve 
va^atioDs^ fix tortnons and fix direftj add bU 
motto is, Os htmini fuhlimt dedit, Thc/ormerR^t 
is prefixed to dx elegies on the death of Prince 
Henry, in i6i^f printed »t the Bread-ilraiet Hill 
prefs ; aiKi the letter^ P.d. wKkf it^ indicate it to 
have been Peter Short's lign. To the fame elegies 
is preiixexl a p0crtie»l addi«ft to tMe ffUdetf iigned 
H. L. (/. e. Humfrey Lownes,) and R. S. (proba- 
bly Rachae! or Rebecca Short, the '«rfdd^. of his 
predeceflbr). Lowneii't «*» /«r i» prtii** t» %1. 
^fterV Funeral Elegy on the Prince, printed the 
fame year -, and the letters H and D, on each fide 
of it,. indicate it to. have been originally th^ ijgn 
of Henry X)enhara, a printer of eminence at. the 
Star in Pater Nofter Row about the year 1564. 

^ G3 O Faircft 
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' O Fairefi Flower, no fooner bloivm but blafted ! ] 
Sweet filken Primrofe, fading timdeffly i 
Summer^s chief honour, if thou hadH outlafled 
Bleak Winter's force, . ' ■ 

Amongft Sylvefter's Pojlbumi^ is an 
Elegy on Damk Helen Branch, which 
thus laments her children, who died 
young ; 

But all thefe joys, alas! but little jl a sted. 
All thefe fair blossoms were untimely 



BLASTED ;— • 



Surdy here is fomething more than bare 
coincidence ! 

a6. Stay, gentU S^wains, for^ thwgh. in this difguifey 
I fee bright honour fparkk thro your eyes,"] 

Thus, fpeaking of Solomon jnalked ; 

But yet, whatever he do or can dcvifc, 
.. Disguised glory shineth in his eyes *. 

P-45$- 



* This fimilarlty is noticed by Mr. Todd, in his 
much-enriched edition of Comus. Part i. p. 32. 

6^. To 
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• 6^: T^ fife €^^iai Syrm^i harmf^ 

fbmt/tuf^n the nine hfyUetl/pheres^ 

For, as they fay, for fupcrintendant thete, 
The fnpreme voice placed in every sphbkb 
. A Sykek sweet; that from Heaven's ha&- 

MONY ' • 

.Inferior things might learn hc& melody, p. joi. 

I nee4 not point out to your ear, that 
tbfi rythm of the fecond verfe of this paf- 
fagc is frequent with Milton. It is, in- 
deed, one of thofe, which Bentlcy would 
have propofed to amend by reading 



The voice fupreme,- 



I / 



64, : . the mM^nfolded ffberes^ 

, • • • • 

Of Du Bartas's Urania it is faid. 

Her nine-fold voice xlid choicely i]](iitate 
Th' harmonious muiic of Heaven's nimble dance, 
. ► p, ^%6. 

72. — the heavenly tune^ ixihicinme can heat^ 
Of human moldy with grofs unpurged ear^ 

In Sylvefter's Du Bartas, being purged 
fr$m fajfton is a neceflary qualification for 
; G 4 being 
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being admitted to itkt cliolrui of the hea- 
venly miifes, and of the Sjfr&itf $/ the 
Spbereu Th« pqet addr^ea the Dcity,^ 

Father of light ! fountain of learned art ! 
Kow, neir, or ncrer, rtmoF my pureft part !-i- 
That, PURG*D FB.OM PASSION, thy dlvlne addrefs 
May.gtw^ me Aro^ Hcarcn'* gHift^riftg palaeefl ; 
Where happily my dear Urania s grace, 
And'hcr fair fiftcrs, I may all embrace ; 
A|Ld VHc mxlqdiouiSyrsxs 09 tke Sphj^rss* 
ChjMffnitig V09 ftA&ff with thofe im»^ of tbetn, 

p. 48$t 

84. >» J moQth en^melVii gre^^ 

* ^ 

Mr. Warton fays, that he h^d ^^ fuppofcd 
*' modern poetry to have been originally 
^^ obliged to Miltem for the epithet m- 
^^ ameWd in rural defcriptioD " But, it 
occurs, as he has obferved, repeatedly in 
Syl veftw'^s Du Bartas ; 

'X^* ENAMELL*D mcads • p. ao8. 

Jufl in the midft of this knami^ll^d vale» ]^. 2tS%* 

Th* ENAM$L*p vallies^ whc;i:e thjc Ij^uid^lAfs^ - 
Of filvcr brooki in cuded flreams do pafs, 

890 '^branching 



( ^ > 

In the dcfcription of Eden we have 



• > 



^^ m l^ k ^ SS^ ^^^^^^ SSCSS 



C O M us. 



I J. that golden key, 

That ope J the palace of eternity^ 

The bJefled God ihal]> with bis kbts^ oip 

Open Heaven's store-bovsb to thy happy 
race p. 375/ 

ao, ■ ■■ > ^tmUti high and miber ywr»3 

Sotb VFPER Jove's and nether's diverfe 
thrones j P* ^^^i* 

Xx6. waver i ft f morrice — ^ 

The inorifcOy or old moorifh dance, is 
mentioned in Sylrcfter's Du Bartas ; 

llcro 
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Here WoodrNymphs, Plodd-NTtnphs, te. 
With lufty frifks and lively bounds bring in 
Tb* antique, MORisco, or the mattachine, p 45^. 

ir^. ■ ^hen the dragon m)oom 

Of Stygian dor knefs /pets her thicheft gloom,'} 

The commentators on Mihon, before 

Mr.Warton, were not at all aware that 

Jj^s for Jpits is of the old fcbool of poefy. 

If Mr. Warton had been acquainted with 

my old folio, he would probably have cited, 

- » 

Mangre the deluge that Rome*s dragoit sfet, 

p. 60, 

Spet fbr /pit is very common with 
Sylvefter ; and more efpecially refpeftiqg 
dragons, and all the ferpent kind : 

* * 

With betony fdl ferpcnts round befct. 
Lift up their heads^ and fall to hifs and spbt, 

p. 62. 

Into a ferpent it did wholly change ; 
Crawling before the king, and all along 
Spetting and hiffing with his forked tongue. 

• - p. 356. 

Which inftantly turn into ferpcnts too, 
HijQSng and spetting,——— ibid. 

145. The 



I 
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145* "^HE MBASuks.] 

The following paflage will illuftratc Mr. 
Todd's cxp'^anation of " the ineafuTe," as 
*^ a court dance of a (lately turn.'' The 
poet is reprcfenting the revels at Solo- 
mon's nuptials. 

Of all the fports I -11 oncly choofe one nicafure. 
One. STATELY MASKj compos'd of fage fweet 

pleafure^ 
A dance fo ch^rfte, fo facred, and fo grave. 

. 207. '^^-^•^ calling Jhapes and hecJtnittg Jbadvtot dirtg 
And airy tongues, thatfyllabU mens names 
On funds and Jkmres, and defert mjildernejfes*'] 

This tradition, as Mr. Warton has ob-^ 
ferved, is in Sylvefter's Du Bartas ; 



the defert Op, where oft 



By ihrange Phantaihias paiieng^rs are fcoft. 

P-»74- 

a 14^ Thou hovering Angel, gift with golden njuings,'\ 

I furdy know the cherubims do hover 

With flaming wiNds,— • p, 241, 

219. —a 
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Gl(ftr*ing is the Sylvcftrian epithet^ cha- 
radlerifiic of celeiliial radiance : 

Thou glorioos guide of Heaven's ilar-oLisTR'xyo 
motion ! p. u 

Maj guide me throagh Heaven*f 6Listr'zk6 
palaces. p. 286. 



the Angel- 



No (boner entered, but the radiant iliine 

Of *s GL I STORING wings, and of his glorious eyn. 

As li^t M noon makey the dark bonfe of night. 

ajo. &weet Echoy fweetefl nymph, that li^v^fi unfeen 
fflihin ify airy fif ell ^ 

Byjhm M§4mders margtnt ^em% ^ 

Jnd in the violet'embroiderdvaUf Cs'r.] 



AiE'd PAt7eiiT7R Ech^r^— «— p. 17s. 



Loud her bugle-horn fhe blew j 
- Babbling Echo, totcb op taliies. 
Airy elf exsmst feom view. 
With the forcfl mufic dallies;—- p. lajo. 

232. Bj 
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aja. By Jhw Meander's margeni ffre€n,'\ 
i —on Cedron's maroevt grbbklt oat ;— 

Through fell Chartbdxs^ and falfc SyrtcsT 
nefle^ p. 2i6. 



\ *. 



a97. Tkeir port Vfas awe than humau,1 

* 

A MORS THAN" HUMAN knowledge beautifies 
' Hii prmcety aftions ; p- 449- 

And richly arm'd in more than bukan arms j— 

p. 508. 

201. —^-1— tbepighiedchttJs, — ^] 

Mr, Wartoo fays he does not remember 
the word flighted in any other writer. — 
But, in Sylvefter's Du Bartas, Elijah is de- 
fcribed* , 

fmiting Jordanwith his flighted cloak;— 

where ** plighted'' is'folded^ ut. colleHed 
t^geihir iy cmpr^JSng im the Mnd. — Mr- 

Warton fuppofes, that plighted^ in this 
paffage* of MiltOit; • means braided or em- 

' * broidered; 
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hroidered ; but I conceive it to have li- 
terally the meaning of plighted, ox plaited^ 
and to be merely intended to defignate 
the triple plaihy folds ^ or rows of colour in 
•the rainbow. 

531'. Unmufflc^yc faint ftars — \ 

Mr. Warton, to Ihew that mvff>t was at 
that time a poetical word, having cited 
the ufe of it in Drayton and Browne, ex- 
hibits alfo the following paflagc from Syl- 
vefter's Dii Bartas ; 

While night's black MUFFLEa-HpODETH up the 

ikies, p. T98. 

■ /■ 

Had he looked a little ifarther into the 
book, he might have, found inftances 
more in point, and not fo nearly border- 
ing on the ludicrous. For inftance ; 

The fable fumes of helFs infernal vault 
Muffled the face of \haJL profound abyfs. p« 7* 

A night of clouds mufflej) thdr brows about ; 

As when the MUFFixi^ Heavens have wept 
amain« p. 48. 

A fable 
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A fable air fo muffi^j^s ifp the iky; p. ^u 

And fpeakiiig of the moon. 

If then her brbws be muffled with a frotra, — 

p. 770. 

335. Zi i/a»^/f .«/]g^^^ vfdarkntfs and rffimdu ;] 
DouBLE-NiGtiTED 111 dark error, — . p- 1177. 

This paffage from Sylvefter is in one of 
his Spectacles ; fhort poems of an epi- 
grammatic fovm^ and 'highly iriodil or ieli- 
gious caft. They are intitled^ Per^eo- 
five SpffSacleSt of efpeciat Ufe to\difcerntbe 
World's Vanitfy Levitjf^ and Bre^riy. As a 
fpecimen, I will beg to prefent you not 
only with the one, in qu^ftion, but its 
counterpart alfo. - ' . i 

•;..,. ' Dies, 

Now the day, th6 lurfs bright foa. 
New-awake begins difcover; 
Mountairr tops -new-gilded dver. 
With his ruddy, rays thereon : 
That, rhethinks, fHould make us think 
Of that true eternal morning,. 
When no night (hall be rcturnmg, 
\ When both Heaven axKi earth ihall ihrink. 
^ ' Nox, 



( ) 

. . No*-, 

WTien the nighfs black curtain fpread , 
Hides the day and light berejireth. 
Then ix^ wakening thqi^ght concelveth 

Other nighty more dark, more dread; 

There where wordlings, wilful-blind. 
Loath ijiftruflion, leave light's mirror^ 
Doublc-nighted in dark- error. ;. . , 

Quenching inborn light of mind. 

r 

\ 342. ' -^ Cjno/urcr-'] 

I negledted to obfcrve to jovk^ where 
•thtd word is ufed in the ALLBOXOy that 
dt occurs in a paflage of Sylvefter; which 
-I conccirc is not unworthy your ^tten- 
^on* . f : : 

V 

" A& iron, loiich*d by the Adamant's effe^. 
To the north pole doth ever point dire^ ; 
So the foul, touch' d once by the fecret power 
Of a true lively faith, look* <veiry horn 
To the bright lamp, which fervcf for Cywosurb 
To all that fail upon the fea obfure. p. iji. 

$53* Perhaps Jomc cold bank is her bolfier «<7au.] 

This kind of verfe, (where the fecond 
and third feet, htlng fpondea^ completely 

break 
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break the Iambic rythm,) is not unfre- 
qucnt with Milton : and it is upon many 
occafions highly pleafing to my car, Verfes 
of this rythm are moft abundant in Syl- 
^efter ; and they are fometimcs forcibly il- 
luftratcd by a verfe immediately following 
of a highly mufical caft, or peculiarly fo- 
iiorous efFeft. The following paflage is, 
in fome degree, an inftance ; 

Another certifies his refurre6Hon 
Unto the wQmen^ whofe faith*s iinperfe6bion 
Supposed HIS coLP J. I MBS IN the Grave were 
bounds 

UnTILL TH' A&CK«AnGEL*S lofty TRUMP" 
SHOULD SOUND. p. I/. 

Thefe obfervations, on the mere rythm 
of verfe, would to inany perfons appear 
fuperfluoufly minute : when addreffed to 
you, they are 

. fwa/l» 2TNET0I2IN. — 
^ai . ^ clad in complete Jleel,} 

The following paflage may tend to 
corxoborate Mr. Warton's obfervation, 

H that 
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that *^ this was a common expreffion for 
'^ being armed from head to foot." Th^ 
Poet is defcribing a challenger in a combat; 

Who arms himfelf fo complete every way, ^ 
That the defendant, in the heat of fight. 
Finds no part open for his blade to light. 

p. I 20* 

where you will obferve the accentuation 
complete. In the Paradife Loft it is uni- 
formly complete. 

If complete is in a certain degree techni- 
cal for full armour, may we not fimi- 
larly underftand Shakefpeare's .. ; 

— armorers accomplishing the knights, 

in the eminently fine chorus in his 
Henry Vth ? 

^22. a quivered Nympk^-"^ 

In Sylvefter's Du Bartas, Diana is enti- 
tled, from the claffical /ifrtfr^/r/rf^, ' 

♦ . 

' fair Latona's aui vbil*d darling deiar -, 

495-—^ 
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^p>j^ i ' ■ ' I ■ h htmr tfy madrigal, '\ , ^ 

Mr. Warton feems to think madrigal 
technical,* rather than poetical ; and fup- 
pofes, that it had a reference to the ma- 
drigals compofed by Lawes. But it is a 
word of much poetical efFedl. Du Bar- 
tas^s UaAjfiA, fpeaking of her lifter 
Mufes> fays, 

J grants my learned ft^en warble fine> 
And raviih millions with their madrigals. 

p. J26. 

^61 • — took in firains that might arate ajoul 
Jjnder the ribs if Death ^ — ] 

It has been propofed to read. 



r 

took in ftrains might recreate a fouI>- 



In Syl vefter's Du Bartas we hare a paf- 
fage non frorfus alienum j 

O cordial word ! O comfortable breath ! 

KeVIVING SOULS^ EV*N IK THE GATES 0» 

« 2 605. Harfiii^ 
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60 j. Harpies andlfykas, all the vwnfinusformt^ 
Tmixi jffrica and Inde,^^'\ 

Harpies and Hydras^ as Mr. Warton 
obferves^ are ^ combination in an enume- 
ration of monfters, in Du Bartas ; 

The ugjy Gorgons, and the Sphinxes fell. 
Hydras and Ha&fiks, gan tpyawn and yell; 

p. 206. 

Where alfo I might, perhaps, refer 
you, for the iTgion twtxt Africa and 
Ind ; 

From Araby, from Indr^ to Afric shore^ — 

if not for the monfters themfelvcs ; 



fome MONSTER 



Hew^broQght from Afric or from IifDE;«r* 

p. 992. 

-. 636.. Andytt more med'cml is it, than thai Mdy, 
Which Hermes wee to 'wife Ulyffes gave j] 

In Pu Bartas's Eden, where the tree of 
Jife is addrcffed by the poet, 

' O holy peerlefs^ rich^ prefervative I 

M- . ': .J ,' :: It 
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it is enquired, what the fruit of it was i 
whether 

Or holy Ne6br^ &c. 
Or bleft Ambroiia^ Gods' inunortal fare ? 
Or dfe the rich fruit of the garden rare, &€. 
(L €• rfthe HefperiJes,} 

Or PRBTIOU8 MOLY WHICH JoVB's PU&SUXVA^j 

WiN©-ppQTED Hermes, brought to th'Itha- 

CAN ? 

to which is added, (fee Comus, 675, in/ray) 

Or elfe Nbpanthb> enemy to sadkbss. 
Repelling sorkoW) and repealing glad- 
ness^? P« I74* 

I need not obferve to you, that this is 
exadlly Milton's mode of decorating fcrip- 
tare hiftory, with illuftration from Clafiic 
Fable and Heathen Mythology. 

639. m. <ff(rQTtlgn ufe 

*Gainft all encbantmenis,-^ 

I fhould hardly have detained you with 
the citation of a paflage, in which this 

* Refealingf i.e, recalling. 

H 3 virtue 
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virtue is attributed by Du Bartas to the 
herb Angelica ; but that I fancy Sylvef- 
ter's verfification of the two firft lines 
has much of that ^^ moHities,^^ which per- 
vades every part of the Comus, , 

The enchanting airs of Syrens' blandlihrnents. 
Contagious air ingepdering peftilence, 
Infedt not thofe, that in their mouths have ta'en 
Angelica^ p. 62. 

641. " ' ghafily furiei apparitiom-^ 

It has been propofed by t*eck, fox furies 
to read fairies. But, as Mr. Todd ob- 
serves, ^^ ghaftly furies is a combination 
*^ in Syiveftcr's Du Bartas ;" 

Three ghastly furies ^ Sickne&^ War, and 
Dearth, . p. aoi» 

(Jjj, its cursed cremi] 

Thus, in Sylvefier's Du Bartas, fpcak- 
jng o^ the fallen angek; 

This CURSED CREW, with pride and fury fraught, 

p. 14. 

>- 734. -^befiudd 
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734- iefiuddimthjlars—l 

'\ 
/ 

In vain hath God ftor'd Heaven with gliftring 

STUDS, P* 9** 

Ev'n from the gilt studs of the finnament, 

p. 149. 

753. Lwe-darting eyes — ] 

Whofo beholds her fweet love-dartinc eyes, 

p. 399* ' 

y^p, falfe rules prank' d in reafitis gar^,^ 

Pranked is ufed more than once, by 
Sylvefter, for meretridous decoration of 
perfon. It is^ fometimes, applied by him 
to ftyle of language. Speaking of afFeAcd 
writers, he fays; 

In golden terms they trick their gracious flyle. 
With new-found beauties prank each circum- 
flance,— p. 2^1. 

He alfo fpeaks of a 

■ plain-PRANK'B ftyle, ■■■ ■ ■ ■ p. 265, 

H 4 809. — /i6# 
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gog^ _^__. tj^g lees 

And fettlings cf a melancholy hlood :^ 

The pure red part, amid the mafs of blqod. 
The fanguine air commands \ the clutted mud, 
SuKK powN 4N LEES, earth's me^ancho^t 
ihews : p. 2Z« 

85l. tranjlucent — ] 

Mr. Warton fays, he always thought 
this epithet had been firft ufed by Mil- 
ton, till he met with it in Brath waiters 
Love's Labyrinth, printed in 1615. 
But it is frequent in Sylvefter ; where, how- 
ever, it is written iralucenf, ajid tralifcing ; 

the gliftring tent 
Of the TRALuciNG fiery element p. 27. 

A foul TRA LUCENT in an open hreaft, p. ^gu 

From thy bright tralucent eyes : p. 61 !• 

. 865 * The ioo/e train rf thy amher-dropping hair,"} 

Mr. Warton fuppofes amber to relate to 
the colour of Sabrina's hair ; and obferves, 
that ^^ amber locks ^ are given to the fun 

more 



( I05 ) 

more than once in Sylvcfter's Du Bartas. 
Buty in this place, amber is ambeigreece, 
rich ointment or perfume ; and what ii 
here faid, is equivalent to 

Dropping odours, vcr. io(S. 

Solomon's bride is, fimilarly^ defcribed 
by Du Bartas, at their nuptials ; 



adorn'd down to her ykrt reels 



With her fair hair> whence fUll sweet dew 

DISTILLS 3 p* jfi%m 

Where alfo, in the Epithalamium ad- 
dreffed to her, it is faid, 

—r^-^ what odours thy fweet treiTes yield ! 
What amber-oreece, what incenfe hreath*ll 
thou out ! p. 463* 

I might refer you alfo to Sylvefter's 
Woodman's Bear, (probably a juvenile 
performance,) where he is defcribing the 
beauty of his miftrefs ; 

LocK8> like flreams of LiauiD A!tf8ER> 
Smooth dowp-danglipg,^ " p. 1204. 

886. -rfrm 
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B86- ■ ■ ' f fm tkf coral^avtn beJ,1 

Du Bartas's River Jordan is lodged in a 
large cave of beaten glafs, 

Whofc waved cieling, with exceeding coft. 
The Nymphs his daughters rarely had imboil 
With pearls and rubies, and inlay'd the reft 
With nacn * checks, and co&al of the beft. 

P- 38j, 
950» Nw <wet O^oher^s torrent flood 

Thy moken cryftalfill *witb mud^ 



dirty mudds 



Defil'd the crystal of fmooth -Aiding floods. 

p. 171* 
560. ■■ without duck or nodf] 

Ducky for obeifance, is ufed in Sylvef- 
ter's Du Bartas ; and without any comic 

fenfe: 

< 

Then to her lady having made a duck, p. 821* 
978, Where day never Jhuts his eye,"] 

We have this cxpreffion in Sylvefter^s 
Du Bartas ; where he is fpeaking of th^ 
obfcuration of the Sun, at the time of the 
Crucifixion : ' 

* Mother of pearl. 

What 
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What could'ft thou dolcfs, than thyfelf diflionxmr, 
O chief of Planets, thy great Lord to honour ? 
Than, at bis death, a mouming robe to wear,&c. 
And, at high noon, shut thy pair £Y£, to 

ihun 
A light, whofe light did Hell with horror fhin? • 

992. Iris there nvitb humid honv 

Waters the odious banks, that How 
Flonvers of more mingled hue, 
- Than her purfied fcarf caiirjliev) ;} 

This beautiful paflage is not, perhaps, 
without its obligations to the following : ' 

Ncvpr mine eyes, in pleafant fpring, behold 
The violet's purple, guilded marygold, &c. &c 
But that in them the Painter I admire. 
Who in more colours doth the fields attire. 
Than fi:e£h Aurora's rofy cheeks difplay. 
When in the eaft fhe ufhers a fair day j 
Or Iris' bow, which, bended in the sky. 
Bodes fruitful dews, when as the fields be 
dry. p. 60, 

The rainbow is afterwards defcribed, 

A femicircle of a hundred hubs; P- ^4?* 

995. m^furficd 
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995' purfied/carf^'] 

*^ Purfled" is embroidered with various 
colours. In Sylvefter's Du Bartas, a jaf- 
pir ftone is defcribed ; 

Pu&FLBD with veins,——— p. i8o. 

98. Beds of hyacinth and ro/es. 

Where young Adonis oft repofes^ 

In Du Bartas's Eden, where the happi- 
jicfs of Adam in Paradife is defcribed^ it 
is faid of him ; 

Here underneath a fragrant hedge reposes. 
Full of all kinds of fwcet all-col our'd roses 5 

p. 180. 

1015- ■ the hwod <welkin — ^ 

In Heaven's bow*d arches, and the elements, 

p. 149. 

lOao. She can teachyou how to climh 

m 

Hfgber than thefpheery chime ^ 

To climb up into Heaven is a fcripiural 
cxpreflion. It is applied, by Sylvefter, 
to Grace, Virtue, and Faith. 

« 

O Grace, 
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O Grace^ whereby men climb the Hsavenly 
STAIR ! p. 5884 

For facred Virtue climbs fo hard and high^ - 
That fcarceljr can I her fteep fteps defcry. 

p. II20. 

Sut to CLIMB Heaven what ladder can fuf- 

fice us ? 
Faith. ■ '■ p. 1175- 



L Y CI D A S. 



3. ■! ivj never f if e^ 



immortal bays 



Never unleav'd, ■ p. 70* 

14. ■■ ■ ^ f ome melodious tear^l 

I cannot forbear here referring to the 
Elegy on Dame Helen Branch, which 
I have already noticed, among the Pofi- 
burnt Syhiftrienfes : where, I muft obferve 
to you, it is entitled Mo nodi a* The 
Monodijl there calls upon th^ two Univer- 

fities 
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fities for a LuSus Academicus on the death 
of their benefadlor : 

You Springs of Art, Eyes of this noble realm ! 
Cambridge and Oxford, lend your learne0 
TEARS I p. 641. Ed. 1633. 

The firft line of which paffage will, I 
atn fure, remind you of Milton's defcrip- 
tion of Athens y in his Paradise Re- 
gained : . - V * 

Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts 
And eloquence, » ■ > iv. 24b.' 

a5. — — — the opening eyelids of the morn/J 

This image is fcripturaL We find 
Jt, as a marginal reading of our Eng- 
lifli Bible, for the dawning of the mornings 
Job. iii. 9 ; and in Tremelliiis's Latin Bi- 
ble, printed in 1585* the paffage is ren- 
jdered, ne vidsjftt palpebras aukor-e; 
where, in a note, it is obferved to be me^ 
faphora ab eo qui experitfcitur et palpebral 
affdllit, quccum Jurpra poeticb compara^ 
iur. Mpft. poetical tranflations of the 

Book 
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Book of Job have been careful to retaiii 
this flower of divine poefy. Quarles has 
it, in his Job Militant. But Sylvefter, 
I believe, may claim the priority of tranf* 
ferring it into Englilh poetry, in his Job 
Triumphant: 

May it no more fee tb' £te-i.ids of tbb morn* 
XNG^ p. 899, 

56. ^y me ! 1 fondly dfeam^ Gfc . J 

I muft again beg to refer you to the 
Monody on Dame Helen Branch; 

No ib*ength^ no courage can Death^s coming flaji 
No wealth can wage him, and no wit prevent himi 
No lovely beauty can at all relent him : 
AgainA ilern Death no virtue can avail ; 
Ay Mfi I that Death o'er Virtue ihould prevail t 

73 . the fait guerdon nohen njoe hope tofnd^ 

Lo here the ouiilDaN of hi? glcrious fains^ 

p. 58^ 

your wit'graci&gdkili 
Wears^ ifi itfelf^ Hielf's - ri^gh qu^adon ftiUy 

86. Smooth-' 
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■ the cryftal of smooth-slidikg floods, 

p. 171. 

104. Sjs mantle hairy and bis Unnetfedge,'] 

The river Jordan is defcribed, in Syl- 
yefter^s Du Bartas, as an 

aged flood laid on his moSy hti. 
And penflve leaning his flao-shaggy head. 

Where flag-Jhaggy pcrfedWy compre- 
hends the ** fedge bonnet'" of the Aca- 
demic Elegiaft. It is alfo iaid of this aged 
flood or river God, 

About his loins a rush-belt wears he deep, 

p. 384. 

I xo. The golden opes^-^cJ} 

, To what has been obferved, by Mr. 
Warton and others, refpefting the two 
key$ of St. Peter, aiid the metals feverally 
afcribed to them by Milton, I have to 
add, that, where Nature is finely perfoni- 

fied 



( "3 ) 

fied by Du Bartas, file is diflingulflied by 
a Golden Key ; 

■ dowii by het fide (he wear^ 

A' 60Li>BN KEY> whcrfei^ith ffie letteth forth, 
And locketb np, tbe ti^eafures of tbe earth. 

110. fie irottjbufs dfttaitt,'] 

Amain is more than once fimilarly ufed 
by Sylvefter, for with vehemence. Thus, 
where Sicknefs is defcribed as -one of the 
Furies, that after the Fall were permitted 
to wage war againft mankind; 

iThen this fierce monfter mufters in her train 
Fell foldiers^ charging poor mankind amaiw. 

• p. ao8. 

Iji. ' ihe dread voke is f aft, 

Tkatjbrunk thyjiteams 5 — '\ 

May we not refer *^ dread voice*' to a 
paflage, which I have once before eked 
to you ? ; 

His UAEADFtTL VOICE, to fave his antient iheep, 
t)icV cleave the bottom of th' Erythrean deep, 

I And 



( "^ ) 

And to tl^c cTjrftal qf kh double fourcc 
Compelled Jordan to retreat his .cpurfe. p. 4S. 

?V Jbrinkj I muQ: pbferye^ is ufed * by 
Sylvefter, a$ a verb a^iyp, with flwch 
Miltonic efFed. The moon is termed, 

tjie iilyer-fronted ftar. 
That fwells and shrinks the seas,— P* ji- 

J2^. fimsret^ rfa thufand iuesj,'} 

Noah looks up, and in the arr he views 

A femi'circle of a hundred hues ; p. 247 # 

136. ■' zobere the mild vshiffers ufe\ 

■» 

I do not reeolleft to have met writh 
^^ «/i," precifely in this fenfe, any where 
but in Sylvefter \ where Urania is repre- 
fented exciting Du Bartas tp ^he ^udy of 
heaven-born poefy. 

pfvc day and nig|tt in the paffalian fouiH \ 
Dwell upon Homer and the Mantuan mufc \ 
Climb night and day the double -topped mount;^ 
Tiyhcie the Pierian learned' maidens ui£. 

^ 136. —the 



( "5 ) 

XjS- ' M^ mild lokt/pers' 



Of gujbing irooksj ^c. G/c .] 
The fh%am*s mild murmur as It gently guihes^ 

» • , • * ^ • 

l8i. And wipe the iemrsff emwfrom hii rf€sj\ 

I need not tell you^ this is icripturaL 
(I&iah xxy. 8. Rcvckt. vii* 17. xxi. 4.) 
teut it is well ufcd by Sylvefter, with 
refpedt to fpeech as the vehicle of con- 
folationt 

By thee we Vipe the tears op woful eyes> 

'p. i2d« 

And agaiDj in his defGription ot the IvTevir 
jerufalem ; 

r « J « 

Where (hall no more be wailings^ vo^, or cries j 
. Far God shall wipb alju rsf rs f|iom wi^p* 

^W9 SVS6. ;p. 5a Ik 



Jt> SONNET, 



( n6 ) 



SONNET, 

ON HIS BEING ARRIVED TO THE 
AGE OP XXlil.. 

i. Hno/oon hath time, ihefuhtU thtef rf youth, 
St^Vn on his- wing nty tbreerand-tioentiith year / 
]\^ hafting days fly on mitb/uli career^ 
But my latefpring no hud nor hlo^omJhev)thJ\ 



/■• - ■ 



I think I have heard you particularly 
admire the opening of this fonnet. Let 
me beg you to compare the following 
moral refleftion on the Spfing, from ,Syl- 

vefter's Spectacles : , 

> " '-« 

When youthful Spring the earth in green hath 
dreft, 
' ■ When trees wkhleaves and bloflTdrtis them reveft^ 
• Their flowers, white, red/ blue, yelJow, 
Betoken fruits to follow 5 
But worldings, tho' they flouriih in their prinae. 
Nor bud, nor bear, nor bring forth fruit in time f 
Their health, wealth, wit, mifwaftcd, 
Are but as bloffoms blafted. p. 1178. 

SONNET, 



(• "7^ )' 



SONNET, 



TO 



Sir H E N R Y VANE. 



I, Kane young in years ^ hut infagt counfil old !^, 

IfaaC IN YEARS YOUNGj but IN WISDOM 

GROWN. . p.'3iS, 



SONNET, 

TO yHB 

Lord General CROMWELI,. 

I. Cromnuell, our chirf qf men, *w6o through cloudy 
Noto/toariMijf., htf detra^Uoas rudt, ' ' .; '' 
GuiM ly faith and matchlefi fmtitude^ 
To peace and truth thy.gbrious ivay hi^ plough' di' 
And on the neek <f crowned fartt^wc proud' 
Hafi real V God's tKophi^yand( bis mwk puxfued^ 
Wlnlc Dat<wenjlrfam**wk.h bkodof SnUrimhttUd^ 
And Dunbar field, rejhmds thgf. pamfes Indi .1 \ 
And WorifJlfff*ji kwcat wncaiii ^ Xei mu^intmains 

13 ^9 



( ilSr ) 

To conquer Jiill ; peace hatb her *viSiories 
No lefs renown d than war 3 l ] 

Thus much of this fonnet is, I believe 
generally, admired as a njpft dignified, 
energetic, addrefs from a great poet to 
a MAN, not only whom he conjidered as 
GREAT, but who unqueftiona,bly was fo. 

• I will beg you to compare- Jofttu^ Syl- 
yefter's verfion of 



PU 9ARTA,SV i4l SONNET^ 



TO 



HENRY IV. OF ?RANCE. 

Henry \ trimnphantrtho^ ihwi vi^^Ktm vfux^ 
Though Ate and f<»rtit«d&oociQ>>r*d thy glbiy^ 
^nibpgkvtl^lOBft c)9ndri^^v«il d^anre^a ibry. 
Though «Mai[^»^sma>^ by thine bodsrkenVl far> 
Thou|;l| fiomitky cvactte^ iiL^ii^coiiqueror^ 
1%: mar^K proirf'^bava dinini^d' Alcides- praife,^ 
And tUnigh^Mwfeh gerlainlfl. of vi^orioas bays, 
Tfay<ni|ui^ tompUimdU^^Cl««rlled aie^ 



( rt§T )) 

' fd gWricms ; 
As fhh uplook*drfor happy peace admir d, 
Wnereby thyfelf art of thyfelf vlddrious : 

»^ 

t • . . . I 

I much fear,, my dear Sir, that I may 

• • • » » ^ ' . 

have fatigued you by my too abundant 
citation, of fuppofed parallely or in fome 
refpefts ftmilar^ . paflages from Milton^s 
Juv^^NiLiA and Sylvefl:er*s Du Bartas, 
and other poems. — I fubmit them to your 
accurate and tafteful judgment. — Futile 
and irrelevant J as fome pf them may ap- 
pear }tngiy confidered, when taken alto- 
gether, I cannot but think, they go near 
to evince, that the author of Paradise 
Lost had madb an early acquaintange' 
with his predeceflbr in Sacred Poetry, 
This might be ftrongly corroborated, and' 
a much larger extent of obligation might 
be pointed out from various parts of his 
two great Ppems ; > 

' Sed' Ni)»c lion erat his locai>, . ' « 

I 4 I fliall 



( "P ) 

I ihall conclude the present fpeculatioiif 
(which I hope you will not think totally 
tinfourided,) by endeavouring to Ihew you 
from the beauty arid fublimity of many 
paflages in Sylvefter's Tranflation of Du 
Bartaa*s Weeks, that it is, in fadl^^ a work 
very likely to have engrofled no fmall flislre 
of Milton's atJ:ention5 and, in many places, 
no coaiqion degree of his young poetic 
admiration. Here I fhall lay before you 
paflages broken, as well as Connected ; 
compound epithets of cfFedl ; elevated, or 
apparently highly-original phrafes ; ^- in 
ihort, whatever I fejty ox fancied^ was 
likely, in any Ihape, to have ftruck either 
the ear, or the imagination, of the young 
poetical reader. I muft apprize you, that 
I have, in fomc few inftanc^s, omitted or 
i^tered, a fingle highly obfolete or ofFen-^ 
lively jingling word, where it feemed to 
raife difguft to a paflage of otherwife fine 
efFeft ; and with which it was not materi- 
ally connected. This being premifed, I 
proceed, \sx the mdnn phrafe of our hodi- 

frnai 



( «« ) 

irnal Book -> Makers, to prefent ytni 
with 

THE 

BEAUTIES 



OP 



SYLVESTER'S DU BARTAS. 



THE 



FIRST DAY pp THe FIRST WEEK} 



THE CHAOS. 



«P 



Seforb all tiipc^ all matter^ form, and placp, 
God all in all^ and all in God it was : 
Immutable, immortal, infinite, 
Jncomprebenfible, all fpirit *, all light, 

^ Sylvefler almoft always gives fpirii as a oionofyllable } 
ivhicb MUtoo alTo very freqaently does. 

All 



( *«« ) 

All Mayfly,' aH' felf-ofiafti^tciSt/ 

Invifible, impaffive, excellent. 

Pure, wife, juft, good, God reigp*d alone- 



Thou feoffyig AthtiHtV' thltt e«»iurfeft 

What weighty work bis mind was bufied on 
Eternally, before the world begun, 
(Since fuch deep wifdom and omnipotence 
Koa^tfworfc befitss than floth or negligEiire,) 
tnbw, fold blafphe~mer', ¥now^ ,t"liat first he 

built 
A HELL to.fMini{h theprefuroptoottfi guilt 
Of thofe ungodly, whofe proud fenfe dares cite. 
And cenfure too, his wifdom infinite. 



Climb they that lift the battlements of Heaven^ 
' And "\Vith th6 -iVbirt-wihd' of ambittOrf- dtiven,- 
Beyond the world's wall let thofe eagles fly 
And gaze upon* the Sun*of Majeftyr. 



As SOL, withou t JefccBding from the fky, 
Crowns the fair Spring with painted bravery i — 

So ail obedient tb' ^ts ftldzixire ranges'. 

Who, ALWAYS- biTE', his'jiurjibfe ncVeiT cKangcs. 



the immortal, mighty Thunder-darter. 



As 



(v 1^3. )' 

J^yf^BB liowiers with odours earth reJi^iv'^, 
No fcalf ihoajp yetm the WBtersf div'd j« 
Nor any bk dsi ^vith- watiQ^^liug harinoi^. 
Were born as yet thro* the- trafi[%are)at iky. 



The fad black horror of Cimmerian liiifls. 
The fable fumes: of Hell's iiSffernai vaultj 
Or if aught darker in the world be thought, 
' Kuffled' the fkcte' o^that profound' abjrfs, 



Though the great Leader, who in dreadful awe ~ 
Upon Mount Horeb learn'd th* etomal Law,» 
Pad not aflur'd us that God's, facred power 
In ^x days built this univerfal bower \, 
Keafon itfelf would overthrow the grounds 
Of thofe new worlds, that fond Leucippus founds. 



Hence^ vain aftrplogers ! nor ^a^e^to feek^ 

In Heaven's Uack darknoi^ for- the- fecret things 

Seal'd in the calket of the King of Kings ! 



■■■■ 



• The- Egyptians ; called by Sylv«ftcr itfOltf fV^^ucntly Mem^ 
fbltm^ Mntuphkes^ or Maupbi/h, 

* ♦ 

f Bower is nlbd by Sylvei^er commonly for roanfion) or 
^welling place. Thus alfo Milton j 

Then in hafle'her BoirEielhc leatci Allio . 87. 

then. 



( 1*4 )' 

Then> then, good Lord, fhall thy dear Son defcend^ 
In complete glory from the gliftVhig Iky ) 
Millions of Angels ffaall about him £y ; 
Mercy and Juflice, marching fide by fide. 
Shall his divine triumphant -chariot guide, 
Whofe wheels ihall ihine with ligl^^t'nings roqnd 

about) 
And beanos of glory widely blazing put* 

Thofe that were loadcn. with, proud marble 

tombs> 
Thofe that were fwallow'd in wiW monftcrs*^ 

wombs, 
Thofe that the fea had fwiird, thofe that the flafhcs 
Of ruddy flames have burned all to afhes. 
Awaked all fhall rife, and all reveft * 
The flefh and bones which they at firf! po(refs*d. 
All fliall appear, and hear, before the throne 
Of God, (the Judge without exception,) 
The final fentcnce, founding joy or terroP;» 
Of everlafting happinefs or horror. 



O Father of the Light ! of wifdom fountain ! 
Out of th& bulk of that confufed mountain f, 
What fhould, or what could, iflue dx^ hut light I 
Without it, beauty were no beauty hight. 

^ I rather wonder Milton has not adopted i word of fuch 
condendng eff«dl, a» rrvfft, 1 beli^vt it is ufcd by Spepfer. 

f Chaos. 

In 



in Vain Ytmanthes liad his Cyclops drawn. 

In vain Farrhajtuz cotinterfdted lawn. 

In vain Apelles Venus had begun, 

Zeuxis Penelope ', if that the fun 

To make them feen had never fliewn his Iplendor^ 

In vain, in vain, had been thofe works of wonder, 

Th/B Ephejian Temple, and high Pbartan Tower, 

And Carian iomh, trophies of wealth and power 9 

In vain had they been builded every one. 

By Scopas, Sqftratfs, and Ctefiphon^ 

Had all been wrapped up from all human jSght 

In th* obfeure * mantle of eternal nights 



No fooner faid he '^ Be there Iight/' but, lo! 
Tlie formlefs lump to perfedt form 'gan grow, 
• And, all illuftred with Light*s radiant Ihine, 
Doff'd mourning weeds, and dcck'd it palHn^ 
fine. 

All-hail piire Lamp, bright, facred, ztA ex- 
celling, 

Sorrow and card, darknefs and dread repelling! 

Thou world^s gr^at taper ! wicked men's jttft 
terror ! 

Mother of truth ! true beauty's only mirror I 

♦ Miltotii in rtie place in tiis pARAbiss Lost, fimitarlf 
accents 6bfctir9 on the firft fylUble ; but 1 believe only in ooe 
place. SeeB.ii<i32. 



iGod> cLieft daughter ! O how ihou ait ftili 
Of grace 494 j^pcxkiels I O how beautiful ! 

But yet, becaufe all pleafures wax unplealant 
If, without paufe, we iiill poflefs them prefent^ 
And none can right difcem the fwcets of peace. 
That have not felt war's cruel bitterjiefs. 
The All's Ajlchitect alternately decreed 
That night the day, and day fliould night fucceed^ 

The night Is ftie, that all bur travails cafethi 
Buries our cares, atid all oar griefs appeafeth : 
I'he flight is flie, that, \^th her fable wing 
In gloomy darknei* huihitig every thing. 
Through all the world dumb filence doth diftill— ^ 
O night ! thou pullcft the proud maik avj^ay, 
"With which vain aAors, in this world's great playi 
By day difguife themfelves. No difference 
Thou mak*ft between the Peafant and the Princei 
The Poor and Rich, the Prifoner and the Judge, 
l^e FquI afid Fairi the M^Qer aod the Drudgei 
The Fool and Wife, Barbarian and the Greek -y 

Fo? flight's bUck naimtle covers all alik^, 

... ■ . ' 

He, that, condemned for ibme victorious vice^ 

Seeks in the miije the baits of avarice^ 

Or fweltihg at the furnice fineth bright 

Our fpuVs dire fulphur, refleth yet at night, .. 

iie, that flill ilooping tug^ againft t}ie tide 

The laden barge along a river'5 fide, ... 

With 



( ii7 ) 

WithtJ^e^dgyV t(^i]fym^ Jabout ^e^ty Q^lte, 
UpQi) hi3 pallet re^thi yet at nighf. . 
He, tji^^t, in fupimer, in extremeil h^at. 
Scorched all day in his own fcaldipg fw^^t^ 
Shaves ^itfi ]fceej) ijcythe tjie glpiy ap^ 4pligH 
Of motley me.i^dows^ ref^pth yet at nigli| j 
And in the arms of balmy fleep fprcg.Q^s 
All former troublei^j .^.Qd all fpr^er wpe$. 
Only the learnc4 Sifters' facred naipioi^s *, 
While lilcnt night voider her ftble piijioirs 
Folds al) tl)e 'jyprld, wjtji painlefs pain tjiey tfcad 
A facred pgth that tp the Heavens ^oth lead. 
And t^ighe;: than the Heavens theiir ?^44^?§ X^\^^ 

4 

V]^,Qn Jjie lyings qf their in^ortal Jays, 

Evn notv I liften*d for the clock to chime 
jhay's lateft hour j that for a little time 
The night might eafe my labours : but I fee 
As yet Aurora has fcarce ftnird on me. 
My work ftill grows ; and now before mine eyes 
Heaven*s glorious hoU in nimble fquadrons flies^ 

Whether. *^*4 4^» Go4 awde jrptt Angtflibrighty 
tJnder tfe? ^^vm rf H«*Ye^, Of pf the Light j 
W|ipth^r 3K», 6^v were in the Infflaat Uom 
1f{'\\la^ thfiie^ Vmt^t f^i^l^9 th»( <be H«9venf 

* The favonrlces of the Muftd. 

Or 



( 12^8 ) 

Oi* whether you derive your high defcexit 
Long time before the world and firmament^ 
I ar^e not ; fince curious fearch perchance " 
Is not fo fafe as humble ignorance. 
One thing is certain ; the Omnipotent 
Created you immortal, innocent. 

Good, fair, and free 

But, cv'n as thofe, whom Princes' favours oft 
Above the reft have rais'd and fet aloft. 
Are oft the firfl, that, without caufe or reafouj 
Attempt rebellion, and do praftife treafon } 
Ev*n fo, fome legions of thefe lofty fpirits. 
Envying the glory of their Maker's merits, 
Confpir'd together, ftrove againfl the flream. 
To ufurp his fcepter and his diadem. 
But He, whofe hands do never light'nings lack 
Proud facrilegious mutineers to wreck, 
Hurl'd them in the air, or in fome lower cell : 
For, where God is not, every where is Hell. 

This curfed crew, with pride and fury fraught. 
Of UB at leaft have this advatntagc got. 
That by experience they can truly tell 
How far it is from higheft Heaven to Hell 5 
For by a proud leap they have tan the-meafure. 
When headlong thence they tumbled in dif- 
pleafure* 

For, 



( 1^9 :) 

For, erer £ooe, agfunft tbd Kmg.pf Heavea 

T:h« A9Q6TATB Pf XlfCX OH I>A&&MBSS ftUl h^tK 

With i^aatoti glance of bcauty^s tmrnidg %y^ 

He fnares hot youth in ifenfu^litj ; 

With gold's bright lutn he doth iage entice 

To id(^sa detefted avarice $ 

With grace of ]^accs, y^lth their i^onp and ftaite, 

Aifkbitious fpifits he doth intoxicate. 



-Night's black Monarch- 



Nor have thefe fiends the bridle on their neck 
To run at randorp, without i^urb or check j 
To abufe the earthy apd ^H thp i^orld to blinds 
And tyrannife our bqdy and our ipind. 
God holds them chained in fetters of his power. 
That, without leave, one minute of an hour 
They capnot range. It y^as by his permjifion. 
The Ljing Spirit trained Ah^b to perditiop : 
Arm'd T^ritji God's facred pafe-port, he did try 

J aft, humble Job's renowned conffancy. 

But the only Lord, fometimes to make a trial 
Of firmeft faith, fometimes with error's vial 
To drench the fouls whom er^prs fole delight. 
Lets loofe thefe Furies. ^ — 

Mean time the unfpotted Spirits, who nor intend 
To mount too high, nor yet too low defcehd, — 

K With 



( I30 ) 

With willing fpccd they every moment go 
Where'er the breath of divine grace doth blow.-*. 
For God no fooner hath his pleafure fpoken^ 
Or bow'd his head^ or given Ibme other token> 
Oralmoft thought on an exploit^ wherein. . 
The miniftry of Angels fhall be feen^ 
But thefe quick Pofts * with ready expedition 
Fly to accompliih their divine commiffion,-^-^ . 
One follows Agar in her pilgrimage. 
And with fweet comforts doth her carea aflwage; 
Another guideth Ifaac's mighty hoft ; 
Another Jacob on th' Idumean f coaft } 
In Nazareth another, rapt with joy. 
Tells that a Virgin Ihall bring forth a Boy ; 
Another (paft all hope !) doth pre-averr 
The birth of John, Christ's holy Harbinger ; 
Some in the defert tendered confolation. 
When Jesus ilrove wiih Satan's flrong temp- 
tation ; 
One, in the garden, in his agonies. 
Cheers up his fears in that great enterprife y 
Another certifies his Refurreftion 
Unto the women, whofe faith's imperfedtion 

* — thoufands at his bidding fpeedi 
And POST o'er land and ocean withoat reft. 

Milton's Sonnet, on his BLiNDNssr. 

f I hftve already noticed Sylvefter^s httbttoal negle^ of 
^juantity. See p* 30, 

Suppos'd 



( ^3^' ) 

Supposed his cold limbs in the grave were bound. 
Until the ArchrA|igel*8 lofty trump fboi^d found. 



Then Hezekiah, as a prudent princei 
Poifing the danger of thefe fad events. 
His fubje^ts* thrall, his city's woful £ames. 
His children's deaths the rape of noble dames^ 
The liiaflacre of infants and of eld. 
His royal.felf with foDce.refiftleis quelled. 
Humbled in fack-doth and in aihes, cries 
For aid to God> the God of Victohiss *• 



* My extraAs from this firft book hare exceeded in quan- 
tity what I intended, fiut I coold not bring myfelf to omit a 
fmgle line of the Defcripcton of Ntght. The Tranfition from 
thence to the Creation of Angels Itruck me as poetical and 
well managed ; and the Fall oC tlie t«beUious Angels^ together 
with the Miniftry of thofe who '< ftood unlhaken/' was all 
too much connected with my immediate obje^y for me to paft 
them by. 



K t SECOND. 



( II? ) 



SECOND DAY; 



THft, SJ,»M»NT9. 



C/t BAR fooree of leai^Dg ! Stul of tk' ttaiverfa ! 
Since thou ta% pkat'd to choofe ray fauml^s v«f^ 
To fiag thy praUes, 



mmm^ 



Rid thott m^ paflsgt^ and make olear my wsf 
From all incumbrance ! Shine upon this DArf 



« 

i- p ^M M .. I g b^rp4«g ftvi^r 

(QiuiekfitU t^ pulfe, ■'■ r m ■■■ . — r-rr-r 

And on the tables of our troubled bfatH 
Fantaftidy widi various pencil vain 
Both counterfait as many forms^ or moe *, 
Than ever Nature, Art, or Chance could fhpw, 



the All-creator,- 



As when we fee Aurora pa0ing gay 
With opals paint the cieling of Cathay f ,- 



* More i Vox Enmmu fieciA, 
t The eaftero iky. 

For 



( m ) 

- • f » 

For ev*n to-morrow will tlie Lord Aiviie, 
Witii th^ right hand ot hift omnipotence, 
Thefe yet confus'd and mingled element^. 
And lib'rally the ^aggy earth adorn 
With woods, ^fld Imdi ot thiit, tit floWeftf, atitl 
corn/ 



Of win£e4 clouds the wide inconfiant houfe^ 
Th* unfcttled kingdom of fwift JEclxx^ ;•> 



muf ^iii 



From Eaft to Weft^ and from the Weft returning 
To th* honof d cradle of the fdteal fhofriing. 



•ik^ 



^6 the (Wm t&^hma^, 'irh6ft Wight^lmsg hgSi 
Doth eVtf tiii^ gild«!kli^^ kf»tii^^]^/i 
Ti^6 tm4 &i V^aft by hift ht&i tkhtmi 
From fLt^ki^ d^l^s »id f^=ott> ^ fl^'l^ ^^r 



But, if the vapour bravely dares adventure 
Up to th* eternal feat of ihiv*ring winter, 
The? fmall, thin humour by the cold is preft 
Into a cloucl 5 which wanders £aft and Weft 
Vpm thfe^ntffe TVtflgd, tSft in dropS of t^ih 
It falls into it*0 f ar^al't lapa^in :^ ' 
Wh^hcr fome boift*rou8 winds, with ftormy puff, 
Juftling the winds with mutual counterbuff, 

K 3 Do 



C 134 ) 



Do break their brittle fides : 

Whether fome milder gale, with fighing breath 
Shaking their teut, their tears diifevereth- 



Above the w^ls of wiuter-s icy bower,- 



But heark ! what hear I in the Heavens ? Me- 

thinks 
The world's wall Ihakes, tind it*s foundation 

flirinks: 
Th' air flames with Are, while the loud-roaring 

thunder 
Burfts forth amain, and rends the clouds afunder.—r 
The ocean boils for fear ; the fifh do deem 
The fea too fliallow faffe to fhelter them 5 
■^bt eaprth dptfa ibake ; the ihepherd in the fiel4 
In hollo^w^ rock himfelf coja hairdly fhield 3 
Th' affrighted Heavens open 5 and V^ th^ vale 
Qf Aph^rQQ.griip. Flutp's felf looks pate *. . 



the vulgar with affright 



Behold at once three chariots of the light f ^ 

* I have veotored on a lictle tranrpofition in this ^xtra^l. 
f He \a/d, in the firft booky.iimUarly.charadjeri7o4 the foa. 

The sum's bbiobt cBAutiGjTy thaten^sl^s all. 

• ...'. ' ' jp. ji. 

< 

And 



( m ) 

And ill the welkin, on mglit*s gloomy thrbn^K, 
Tieo^e to view, more fhining moons tlian one. 



By that tow«'*tearing flroak^ I nnderftand 
The undaunted ftrength of the JDivine right hand j 
• When I bchdd the lightnings ia the ikies, 
Methinks I fee the Almighty's glorious eyes ; 
And when in Heaven I.vieac- the rainbow bent, 
I hold it for a pledge and argument. 
That neyer more fliall univerfal floods 
Prefurae to mount above the tops of woods. 
Which hoary Atlas in the clouds doth hidp. 
Or on the crown of Caucafus which ride. 



Jews ! Qo mQ;:e Jews^ no naore of Abraham fons !— * 
Say what you thought ! what thought ypu, when 

folong ; ' 

A flaming fword over your temple hung, 
But that the Lord would, .with a mighty arm. 
The righteous vengeance of his wrath perform. 
On you and yours : and, what the plague did 

leave. 
The infatiate gorge of famine fhoiild bereave > 



■fl^ 



All cry aloud, that the Turk's fwarming hoft 
. Should pitch his proud m^oons on the Genoan coaft. 

K 4 O frantic 



(; t36 ) 

O frantic France I tHij doft tUb not hiakd uA 
OfwaVtnn^ %ns> wJb^iebjr the HeaVeliti fodice 

Thee to repentancei ^Canfl* thou fearlefs gaze^ 
£v'n night by night, on that prodlgioua hUfe^ 
That h^iy comet, t^at loQg-^eam|ng &r *, 
Which threatens eart]^ with f^oe, piague> and 
war? 



^Um 



Th* empyreM palace, where th' eternal treafur^s 

Of Neftar flow, where everlafting pleafures 

Are heaped iip, and an immortal May , 

In bRfsful beauty flouriiheth for ay ) 

Where Ihe great Gtod his glorious feftion holds. 

Environed round witE TerapKims and foules 

fioVi^t With his prfcdbus blood, whoffe glorib'ns 

ffight 
Soar*d, above earth, to Heaven's bli6ft region 

dnght. 






i fee not wh{f niaa*» reaifixi ifhouM ^Hiifbaid, 
Or not believe, that he, whofe poworfiil hand 
Bey'd up the Red Se^ witli a doobhs waB, 
That Ifrael's hoft might Tcape Egyptian thrall, 

• Tbf htmsm codiet of f 5f 7. Thii mMris tHb |iM ft^o 
^is book wai written by Dn fiai^s* He was tbea aged 34. 



CoulA ^J U ^t fo liiidjr i*^avfes oh hlgll ♦ 
Attote thfe Hcttvtitfs ftai^-ii^ahglfea ca6opy. 



The eternal builder oF this beauteous framlB,—- 



,n f 



inflantly the Lord 



Down.t<> the aqStIak oVvaEoK fp cedam t^ < 
There muzcle^ eloCb dloud*ditciiig BotaUy 
^d k^ lei^fe Aviiler iaiid-his low'ring txo ; 
Wllo fb<» fet forward^ with s dropping vrttnj^^ 
UfT^ their be{ifd for cv'iy hati' « ipriiig ; 
A night of c^nds muffled tfac^ir hk^&tn about) ^ 
Their wattled ^k0 guih ill #iih rivers dilt» ' 
While with fier«dJb6iida^ wiiii§iflg tUck cloUds 

afiHider> 
Th^y fend ^fth Itghtmiig^ teinpeft, raia^ lihd 

thuMder* 
Brook^i lakes, wioA dood% riven Imd fbamftig 

torrents, 
Sud^tenljf' Mrfl y djbd %h6^ ttki^tA t^tth% 
Ji6^ iHiii- bW 'beiArids', hitak a nearer 'Ix^;^, 
jRttfi^ilig kt iiMoee H&petttom "to the fea : 
Earth ihakes ilrith fea r " . n . ^ ' > - > t , - . 
And thou thyfelf, O Heaven, did'ft fet wide ope, 
Through all the marihes in thy fpacious cope, 

* The waters above the firmament.— From hence the poet 
takes. occafion to conclode this book with a defer iption of the 
Hood, as arifing from the conflux of the upper and lower 

waWi^. 

All 



( »3? ) 

AB thy large fluices, thy yafl fjpas to ihed 
In fuddea fpouts on thy proud (ifter's l^ead;^ 
Whofe aw-lefs, law-lefs, fliame-lefe life abhorr*d. 
Only delighted to refifi the Lord. 

Th' earth fhrinks and finks ; now ocean hath 
nd fhorcy ' 
And rivers run to fwell the fea no more } 
Themfelrcs are feas ; th* innumerable dreams 
Of fundry names^ derived from fundry realms. 
Make now but oner ^reat fea 5 the w6rld itfelf 
Is nothing now "but one great (landing gulph, ' 
Whofe fwelling furgfcs ftrive to mix 8cc. ■ ' ■ 
And for mankind ; imagine fcHVie got up 

' * To an high poonntain's over^hanging top 5 
Some to a tower, fome to a cedar tree, 

' Whence roupd dbout a world of deaths they fee 5 
But, wherefoever their pale fears afpire 

' For hope of fafety, ocean furgeth higher. 

Safely, meantime, the facred^/^ did float 
04 the proud ihoulders of that boundl^smoat ,- 
Though .maft-}efs, o^-lefs, and from harbour far, 
pccurej ,for God her fteerfman was and ilgr. 



THE 



( ^39 ). 



THE THIRD DAY; 



THE SEA AND EARTH, 



O KiNiaof grafly and of glafly plains ! . 
Whofe powerful breath, at thy dread will, con- 

ftrains 
The deep foundations of .the Hills to fhake. 
And Sea's fait .billows He^vpn*s high vault to 



T-.the All-Monarch*s bounleous Majefif 



Commanded Neptune fbaight to marihal forth 
'^Jig floods apart, and to unfold .the earth |-Tf- 



Qn (me iide hills hoar^d with eternal fhowS|-^ 



^■fa 



Never mine eyes in pleafant fpring behold 
-The azure flax, the guilded marigold, 
-The violetls purple, the fweet ix>fe*s flammel, ' 
The, lily's fnow, the panfy*s bright enamel ; 
But that in them the Faintbr I admire. 
Who in.more colout| doth the Adds attire. 

Than 



C i46 ) 

Than fair Aurora's rofy cheeks difplay^ 
When in the eaft ihe uihers a fair day. 



The Almighty voice^ which built this mighty 

ball. 
Still, iiill rebounds and echoes over all y 



Within the deep folds of her fruitful lap. 

So boundlefs mines of treafure earth doth 'wioj^ 

That ttf lltiftgt3f hahdd bf htlAdfl iVdtic^ 

Cifmdt exhatift >i»rith hbddf bt- (fevifcfe. • • 

For they be more than there be ftarS ffa Mfeaven, 

Or ftbfmy Wliey#* in tJie 6dt:xh driven, 

t)r ^iat6s t)f tbth Ifr AnluMfr iti iht fieWt, 

Or favage beafts upon a thoufalld liilhs. 

Or fifhes diving in the filrcr-floods. 

Or fciltef d IcovBi ki wkiter lA the wo^ds.- 



Minu HI i.ia 



All hM!, fkh Ekrth ! tedtfef ttf txmts^ artd tdM^rt ! 
Fair, firm, and fruitftrl,- various, patient, fweet f 
Sttrnptaouily doMfatd in a BEMbtle ihebt 
Of mingled colours, lac*d about with floods. 
And sdl-embroider'd with freih -blooming bu^^f 



Thd cdimfful birds, ciiirj[xing him IWbet gpodl- 

IlKllltl^lPlI, 

With Nature's ftiBfic da begdile hh farrbws. 

Teaching th^ frdgnliil fbbefts^ d«y by day, 

Tftd diapafon of their heavenly lay. 

# The 



((H5 ) 

His healthy |iipfcs . m ftWe;^ fl»ia^ h^jQ^, 
Impearl'd with tears, that fweet AiviQf«.iheds« 



THE FOUMH PAY; 



THE HEAVENSi STJN, MOON, &c. 



DVT, if ccxijedure may e^tepd above 

To that great orb, whofe rngvipg all doth moye y 



Heaven's azure coaHsv 



m Iffi^t Apelle*s glory beaming car. 



I not believe, that the Arch-Archite6t, 
With all thefe fires the heavenly grches declv^, 
Onely for fliew j and with theffe gUttVing ({iiel4a| 
To ama^c poor fhepherds watchjng ip, thq fields. 
I not believe, that the leaft flo^yer which pranks 
Our |;arden borders, or our common hanks, 

* And 
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And the leafi ilone^ that in her wanning lap 
Our niother earth doth covetonil^ wrap^ 
Hath fome peculiar virtue of its own -,' 
And that the glorious dars of Heaven have 
* none. 



-t from Hell 



Ale6lo loofes all her furies fell 5 ' 

Grim, Ican-fac'd Famine, foul infeftioos Plague, 

Blood-thirfly War, and Treafon, hateful hag.- 



—with cloudy horror of their wrathful frown. 
Threatening again the guilty world to drown y 



Not that, as Stoick, I intend to tye. 
With iron chains of ftrong neceffity. 
The Eternal's hands. 



Life of the world ! Lamp pf the univerfc 1 
Heaven*s richeft Gem ! O teach me how my 
verfe 

May beft begin thy praife ! 

To iing how riling from the Indian wave' 
Thou fcem'ft, O Titan, like a bridegroom brayc^ 
Who from his chamber early ifluing out, . 
in rich array with rareft gems about. 

With 



( 143 ) 

With plcafant countenance and Icvcly face. 
With golden trefles, and Attractive grace. 
Cheers at his coming all the youthful throng. 
That for his prefence eameftly did long, 
Bleiiixig the day,, aild, "mth delightful glee. 
Singing aloud his Epitbalamy. 



^tm 



Thou, glorious champion, in thy heavenly race, 
Runneft fo fwift, we fcarce conceive thy pace j 
Nor comprehend, .how fitly thou do'fl: guide 
Through the fourth Heaven thy fiami^g courfec^ 
prid^. .' 



the fun's proud-trampKng team,— 



-« the moon's pale courfers- 



■> ■ « 



the fwarthy Moors, 



That fweating toil on Guinea's wealthy fhores;-^ 



forefts, gloomy black. 



Wondcr'd to fee their mighty ihades go back. 



THE 



( '44 ) 



THE I'lFTH PAY; 



THE FISHES AND E^WL^p. 



LAroNiAnt lamps, conducing divcrfe ways. 
About the world, fucecffive nights and days ! 
Parents of winged time ! O hafte your cais. 
And, paffing fwiftly the oppofed bars 
Of Eaft and Weft, with your returning ray 
Th* ifiapc«fe6t woirld make ok^ea: by: a d^. 



the liquid maqfioa of Hyp6» 



And thou. Eternal Father, at whofa wiak 
The wrathful ocean^s fwelling prides dolh fink. 
And ftubbom ftorms of bellowing wind are dumb. 
Their wide mouths ftopp'd^ an4 thpir wild pia- 

niQns nutqb ! 
Great Sov*reign of the feas ! ' - 



When on the furges I perceive from far 
The Ore, Whale, Whirlpool, or huge Phyfeter, 
Meihinks I fee the wandering ifle again, 
Ortygian Delos, floating on the main > 

And. 



Mef«0ii^ fg»Q:teff)«$^ ^U tbe S5«9. d^lii IjpAp . 



Andyto,.)!^ i^es> who for fi5i9Vt[ltiQ^ . . ' ■ - 
Or far your £6^*1 ft^V^lt yrv^at^^^i^g^. > 

At ti{p49 4q Qtonge }K)»if Qr4«iiii7 3i.vteUii»i; . 

Say^ what Chaldean J kam'dip fftiiiimM^tjeUvi^ ; 
Or Hdlvt^.ta\^t pa:^pMi jfowc.it fimi^ c^ 

What herald*s trumpcLfiimmons you to go ? 

the pndfiL of jGreece, 

That faiVd tjo Cokhos for the goUea Recife .^ 



> 1 



No mbro than doth th&mki whkb ia tho voOit 
Unmoved hath thoafaodtfimpefts* rage withflood^ 
Spreading as maQ^ niafljf xopts l^elowx. „. 
As mi^y 9nm aboye the groi)^ do^gr^v, 

O thou, Almigbt^l vJba» mmj^indta wrack,: . 

Of thoufand feas on^fba didfi whilom make. 
And yet didft favefroiu tb' ujwycij&l doonx 
One facred houibold> that in time to come. 
From age to age, Ihould fing thy glorious praifc ! 
Look down, O Lord, from thy fupemal rays -, 
Look down, alas ! upon a wretched man> 
Half-tomb*d already in the ocean ! 
V . - L Herewith ' 
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Herewith the feas their roaring tage refir^a^ 
And ^mght the cloudy welkin clears again $ 



•^Cvold^ thedhrebaneof ourfedticed foyl.r* 
O odious peifbn t fot iSbe which we dive 
To Pluto's dark den $ for the which we rive 
Our mother earth )> ■■ ■ ■■' ' 

For whiGh> bqrond rich f4^o&Ai> we roli 
Through thoufand feas^ to feek another pole I 






care-channing lleep/ 



There the ftiir Peacock, beautifully bravt. 
Wheeling his ftarry train, in pomp difplays 
His glorictfb^ eyesito Fhcebus* gol^n rays^ 



-(-not far from thence 



Where love-blind .fi&rtf/ haplefs diligence, 
Iniiead of Love*s lamp, lighted Death's cold brandy 
To wzft'LeattdarVs naked limbs to land. 



Confuming fever waaly did difplace 
The rofc-mix'd Hlics in her loVcJy face^ 



tHE 



( 147 ) 



<v 



THE SIXTH DAY; 



THE BEASTS AND MAN. 



to anchor in the port. 



Where Death's pale horrors never do refort. 



Almighty Father ! guide their Guide along ! 
And pour upon my faint unfluent tongue 
The fweeteft honey of th* Hyanthian fount. 
Which frefhly purJeth from the Mufes' mount ! 



My blood congeals, my fudden-fwelling bread ' 
Can hardly breathe^ with chilling cold oppreii ; 
My hair doth ftare, ray bones for fear do iha]ce ^i 
My colour changes^ my fad heart doth quake; 
And roimd about Death's image, ghaftly grim. 
Before my cyts already feems to fwim. 



Before that Adam did revolt from thee> 
And raibly tailed the forbidden tree, 
'He lived King of Eden^ " arid his brow 
Was never blank'd with pallid fear as now j 

13 But 
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But fierceft beafb would^ at his word or beekj 
Bow to his yoak their felf-obedient neck. 



In deepeft perils Wifdom fhineth prime ', 
Through thoufaad deatks true Valour feeks to 

climb. 
Well-knowing, Conqueft yields but little honour,. 
If bloody |}aog^r 4a QQt w^H u^pn her. 

— — to the firmament 
Kaife the proud turrets of his battlement )— * 



the fupremei peerlefs, Architeft, — 



Admir*d Artift, Archited divine, 

Ferfed and peerlefs, in all works of thine ! 



■ . ■'■ t 

By thee we ftop^ the fiubbom mutinies 
Qf our rebdlious fle&, whofe veftlefs treafon 
Strives to dif«^hrone, and to difrfc^tre r«aibn. 
By thee our fcmls with Hearen have converfation^ 
By thee we calm th' Almighty's indignation. 
When faithful fighs fnau Qiir fouls' centre fly 
Up to the bright tliro;ie of hi>s M^j^fty- 

■ I / i , ^ ■ 
Since firft t|j^ Ifgi^ ^^^e. WQrl,d> fpv^^ipQi? lai^j 
Sinc^ l^^\^u^p^ bf?. g4^^ Jacte difeUjr'df 

A^d 
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And his pale Siftif flr6in Hiffbeabiln^ light 
Bcxtd^'d her fplbadotif to adben' the nights 



»i. I. .,■•*■■■/ 



»■ 1 



who guidcft "^ith thy hahcl 

The Day's bri^t chariot, and the Nightly brand ! 



from thence 



He took a rib, whifch rarely he refin'd. 

And thereof made the mother of macduBd ; 

Graving fb lively on the living bone 

AU Adam's beauties, that, but hardly, one 

Could have the lov«r fixMU his lote defcried. 

Or known tbebridegBOom from his geatie brid^i 

Saving that 0ie had a more imilillg ey^, 

A fmoother chin, a cheek of purer dy€$ 

A fainter voice, a more enticing face, 

A deeper treis, a more deli^itipg ff:3ai* 

O bleffed bond ! O happy marriage * ! 
•Twixt Chrift and us whijch union doth prefage ! 
■ O challeA Friendfliip, whofe pure flames impart 
Two fouls in one, two hearts within one heart ! 

* I am aware of the difadvaatage^ under which this addrefs to 
cfaaile connubial love will be read by thofe, Co whofe lecoUec* 
tion cannot but recur MiUon*t 

Hail wedded lovei &C. &c Fab. Los Ty IV. 750. 

They will be pleafed, however, to fee how a Virgil has im- 
proved and decorated the primary thought of an Evsrius. 

L 3 O holy 






O holj knot^ in Eden inftituted, 

Not in this earth with Uood and wrong pblhited ! 

O facrcd covenant, which the finlefs Son 

Of the bleft Virgin> when he firft begun 

To publifli proofs of his dread power divine. 

By turning water into perfed wine. 

At lefler Cana^ in a wondrous manner. 

Did with his prefence fandify and honouf ! 

By thy dear favour *, after our deceafe. 
We leave behind our living images ; 
Change war to peace, in kindred multiply. 
And in our children live eternally.—- 
Por now the Lord commands the happy pair 
With chaftc embraces to riepleniih fair, 
Th* unpeopled eatih -, that, while the world en- 
dures. 
Here might fucceed their living portraitures. 

^ * Through the biar might of hiip who walkM the 
waves,—— LyciDAs, ^7j. 



THE 



( I5X ) 



THE SEVENTH DAY; 



. . r 



th;s sabbath. 



I .. 



C/N^ wb^e he feM> bow th* ample jTca dot^ tabe 
The liquid hommage of each other lake *. 



' Not that I mean to feign an idle God, . 
That luiks f in Heaven^ nor ever \6dk^ Abroad > 
BKnd to our fervice, deaf unto .our lighes. 
That crowns not virtue,* and con^da tiot vice j ^ 
A pagan idol, void of pbwcr and pity^ '' - ^ 
A Heeping dormoufe, a dead Ddty. '^ - 
-For; though alas ! fometimes I cannot fhun ^ ^• 
But fome profane thoughts in my mthd;^l ruD> 

I never think on Qod, but I conceive 

' ... "" ■ , It-' ' 

'(Whence cordial comfort Chriftian fouls receive) 
* As I (ball have to exh^ibic ioi chisl>ook fome toleraBly con- 

• . • • , 

nested' pafiages fefpediog tbe Power ':liid Proriience of the De* 
itfy I flMMld not have introAioed this aUtntpoppX^ but tbtit tbe 
harmony and Jieantifiil tfStSt of the fooondliiM pwiriiirly ftmck 
me. What follows^ in this book| is ratbsr marked by a Mt« 

L 4 In 
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In him care, councU, jufticc, mercy, mighty 
To puniili wrongs and patronife the right. 

God is not fitting in regardless ftate,— — 
Content to have made,by his^great word, to move 
So many radiant ftai*s at flihte above. 
And on each thing, with his owp hand, to draw 
The facred text of an eternal law j , 

Then, bofoming his hand, to let them Aide, . 

Withtcfrrs at will, wherever that law may guide. 

■ « • ■ .... I. 

God is the foul, tha life, the firength, the finew. 
That quickewj W^Wj ^|id,avi}cw.tjj^fiw»pi5q^ 

i • twwftf . : : '■ V 

God's tjifi;^to'4^x>»g>.%t m^k^ ev^xyj ^W/- 
AJl>^im^,vMdft 4i>f t^,grpa^«n|^R<5-g^^^ 

God*8 the i^^v^4f/^ y^^ffi^ t^lfllllll;l^i);)g.%>14* 
dcrs . _ . • ,-'■.• 

JIav»:IW5!P9# «fHl^ aTe,..|feavpq's h«gc^; glql^s* 
iinhfijidfrfii 

Hj^j\^;^.l>.ejjeft H^v<en*s.courfe doth never bjfe&jkj 
The floating water waitcth at his beck j 

. T|hpcpfth,.i#,lvfK^P4. there. is, notliiog foun^, 
In.a]l thc^ UogdMDa» famt ii^ iaooy'df^ch hour 
Wkk^ito^touth of lus iBteiiial >power« 



\' 



(Grod is the Judge, who keeps continual^fej9QLqmk 
|n ever^ place^ to piHiifll i^tFA»%i%ftMis$*'^^*^ 

• i Himfelf 



■w^iBaamiBiiaavMBBiaana^iiPia^F^a 



Well-knowing what we all thinks ipedbk^ or do 3 
Ife r^andtf ii» d0ep«t if thi^&^bliB &t»^ 
Searcheth the reins^ and fifteth ev*ry pattt^ 
He fefts aS ibt^tu, and liis L/iixi4ike 4^^ 
£re jl b^ iHmti^, 4dtb ^\y tiiDiiglit ddcajr. 

HowQ'or it i!eea)|) that, hcmiaii. things^ alt ilid^ 
Uhbridedly with, fe .UQieer<taia, tide, 
That^ iaUke oceaa^oCev€xUsib.nuiny;y 
The HAND OF God is fcarcely feen of any j 
Who dfadser deem tkit giddy Sbctuito guidcdl' 
All that b^twad;^ thefiWiHi moon b«ddeth j 
Yet artthiJtt €(W» jiifl, O Ood^ ti»' t 
Canaot^ohra}!!! thy jtsdgitie&te' depHi defoy> 
Unahie tA {)e)^ad^ tte gteat ^<3^gJX: 
OLik^ dread coimdiis> facreddi^d divine* 
O how it grieves me ! how am I amaz*d. 
That they, whofe felth, like glift'ring ftafs, hath 

blaz'd 
Ev*n in the darkeli night fliotddftlll objeft, 
Againft a doftrine ot fo fweet cfFe6l:, 
That " Oft, alas ! with weeping eyes they {tt 
Th* ungodly maii in moft prbfperity, 
ClosAhtd in purple; fcrown-d-witii diadems; 
Swaying bright fceptres, hoarding'goH ihd gem?^ 
Crouched to, and courted, with all kind affed^ion^ 
As priviledg'd by Heaven's divine profe£tion." 

Know 



Know thfti that God, (jtp th' end Jbe be n^t 
thought • . 

A po^jfer-lefe Judge;) here fcoiargeth mai^. a 

/auhr 
And roAny acrime here leaves unpuniibed. 
That guilty man may hi$ kft judgment dread. 
Juftly we credit that God's hand composed 
AH-m fix days j and that he then repos*d. 
By his example giving us beheft. 
On the SEVENTH day for evermore to reft. 

Now the chief end this precept mms at is. 
To que|ich in us the flames of covctize * ; 
That^ while we reft 6om all prophaner arts^ 
God*$ fpint may work in our retiring hearts* 
That^ treading down all earthly cogitations, . 
Our thoughts niay mount to heavenly meditations. 

For, by th' Almighty, this great holy day 
Was not ordain'd to dance, to mafk, and play 5 
To flug in lloth, and languiih in delights. 
And loofe the reins to raging appetites ; 
Tojurn God's feafts to filthy Lupercals, 
To frantic Orgies, and fond Saturnals 5 
To dazzle eyes with Pride'si vain-glorious fplei^- 
dour,^ — 

^* Ccvetpuihefs, Luil^ Cuj^ch, 

As 
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'As ^* irreligion of loofe times hdtfa4ince 
Changed the prime church's chader imiocenocw 

. He would this Sabbath fhould a figme be 
Of the bleU Sabbath of Eternity. 
The one^ as legale heeds but outward things ; 
The other reft to foul aod body brings 5 
The one a day endures ; the other's fate 
Eternity ihall not exterminate 5 
Shadows the one, th' odier doth truth include ; 
This ftands in freedom, that in fervitude 5 
With doudy cares one's muffled up fomewhiles. 
The other's face is wrapp'd in pleafing fmiles.-* 
'Tis the grand Jubilee, the Feaft of Fealfe, 
Sabbath of Sabbaths, endlefs Reft of Refls j 
•Which, with our Prophets, and Apoftles izealooSy 
The conftant Martyrs, and our Chriftian fellowB; 
€k>d*s faithful fervant», and his chofen (heep. 
Ere long we hope in Heavea's bleft realms to kec^ 



See'ft thou thofe Stars we wrongly wand'ring call ^ 
Tho' diverfe ways they dance about this ball. 
Yet evermore their manyfold career 
Follows the coude of the firft -moving fphere: 
This teacheth thee, that, though thine own deftres 
Be opposite to what Heaven's will requires, 
Thoirftill muft ftrive to follow, all thy days, 
pod, the j^iRST MOVER, in his holy ways. 

The 



The Maon, wliofe fpiendour from htr Bt^^bibj: 
ipi:ings> 
May by example bid thee vail thy wings * $ 
For ib0\ii no lefd than the p$le Quetfi} of Ni^ts, 
Borrowed all goodoefs from tto PRlDoe or 

The Sea^ which fometimes down to Hell* if 

driven, 
And fometimes heaves a frothy mount to Heaven^ 
Yet never breaks the bounds of htxfrecinM^ 
Wherein the Lord her boiil*rous arms hath link*d» 
Iqftrudcth thee, that neither tyrant's rage. 
Ambition's winds, nor golden vaflalage 
Of Avarice, nor any love or fear. 
From God'^ commands ihould make thee {brink » 

hair* 



■•■4MM** 



Nor is there aught in our dear mother found. 
But pithily fome virtue doth propound. 
O let the noble, rich> wife, valiant. 
Become as bafe, poor, faint, and ignorant ? 
O let them learn, (the fields when Autumn ihears,) 
Humility among the bearded cares j 
^hichflill, the fuller of the fiow'ry grain. 
Bend down the more their bumble heads again; 

« Humble tbyfelf; lower thy flifilit. 

N 'And 
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And $y^ tiffi^ghH^ntki IbeMb tkotr ««r«i 
They lift.fi^iL tbfiijr ^iisUfy er^ the xaom. 



CanH thou the fysvel {jmpnAiy behold 
Betwixt the brigfat Sun and t^e MwygM, . 

Follow in life the Sun of RiGHTEouaNBSs ? 

Aa Lron, toudi^d hy tW Adamfiiit*9 effeA, 
' To th6 North p<*c doth ever pokit direa:. 
So the Boul, touch'd once by the fecret pew«r 
Of a true lively faith'^ looks cv'ry hour 
To the bright Lamp> iN4)t«h-ferves for Qw^''^ 
To all that fail upon Lifc*»£MI o^ci^e^ 



i ii "Ti > rt i j i M »!ti^ 



BH? 



The ift DAT Qp THE ad WK^Kj 

if ART THR ¥I|LJIT i EDEN. 



*»i«^ -*« -^-^ -^ -*— r^' "•-^ ,»T-' -^. ♦ •' 

Ghrant me the fiory of thy Church t^ fi^g^f 
And gea&Q£ JpBgs ^ the tpt^l tetmft bliog. ^2 

From 
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Prom ihj iirft Sabbath to turn's fatal tomb. 
My Me extending to the day of doom. 



Ye Pagan poets^ who audacioufly 

Have fought to dark the. ever memory 

Of God*s great works ! from henceforth fiill be 

dumb 
Tour fabled praifes of Elyfium^ 
Whieh by this goodly model you have wrought. 
Through deaf tradition that your Fathers taught ; 
Eor the Almighty made his blifsful bowers 
Better, indeed, than you have feigned yours. 



The all-dafping Heatrens,- 



*- the ciyflal of fmooth-iliding floods. 



Yet, over-curious, queilton not the fitc. 
Where God did plant this garden of delight j 
Whether beneath the equino6Hal line. 
Or on 1^ moimtain near Latona's ihine. 
Nigh Babylon, or in the radiant Eaft / 
Humbly content thee, that thou know'ft at leaft. 
That that rare plenteous, pleafant, happy thing, 
Whereof th* Almighty made our grandfire -King, 
Was a choice foil, thro' which did roaring flide 
Swift Gihon^ Piflion, and rich Tigris* tide. 

With 



( ■ 159 ) ■ 

With that fair ftream, "vl^infe filycr wives do Idls 
The flidnaf eh towers of proad ^ftik amis. ' ' 



the thunder-dartet- 



Nor flwnk that Mofes paints, fantaflic-wife, 
A myftic tale of feigned Paradife, — 
Ideal Adam's food fantafflcal. 
His fin ftfppos'd. His pain p6etical : 
Such allegories ferve for Ihelter fit 
To curious ideots of erroneous wit. 



•Time; whofe*flippery wheel doth play 



In human caufes with incoritlant fway. 



No, noneofthefej thefe are but forgeries. 
Mere toyes and tales and dreams, deceit and lie^ j 
But thou art true, altho* our (li allow fenfe 
May honour more^ than found thine exgellefice. 



Mankind was then a thoufand fold more wife 
Than now j blind error had not blear'd his eyes 
With mifl:s j — ^ 



Heaven-prompted Prophets- 



Now fleavcn*s eternal, all-forefeeing, King- 



• — yet 



\ 



(.«$o ); 

Of rarefy Vms^ 4b4 <I^Q«» emoag t)ifm^ \m^^ 
Like glift^ring fiars thrp* gk>QIpy ihades of night. 



•If* 



When the Soul*s eye bdlQld& Ood*s countenance ; 
As wl^0ii' St* Paul on his dear Mafter*s wii^a 
Was rapt alive up to eternal thing$^ 
And he^ that ivhilom, for the diofeo flocks , 
Made walls of waters^ waters <£. a Kock^ 



-r-.?*. 



— - Heayen*s grfi^t Arc^it^^ 'm >> i 
Gloriouily compafs*d witf^ the blefled legions, 
^That xeign above the azure fpangled regions. 



Take all the reft, I bid thee \ but I vow 
By th* ^n-^am*d natne^t whereto all koees do bow^ 
And by the keen darts of my kiQdIed ire> 
llftore fiercely bumipg than confuting fire. 
That, of the Fruit of Knowledge if thou feodji 
Death, dreadful Death, fhall plague thee and thy 
feed. 



Or cafl: me headlong from fome n^ountain fteep 
Down to the whirling bottom of the deep. 



And, yet not treading Sin's falfe mazy meafures. 
Sails on fmooth furges of a iea of pleafure^. 



By 
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By fome clear river's lily-paved fide, 

Whofe fand's pure gold^ whofe pebbles pretious 

gems. 
And liquid filvcr all the curling fb-eams j— 



Then up and down a foreft thick he paceth ; 
Which, felfly op*ning in his prefence, 'bafeth 
Her trembling treflfes' never-fading fpring. 
In humble homage to her mighty King* 



But feeft thou not, my Mufe, thou tread*ft the 

fame • 
Too. curious path tliou doft in others blame ? 
And ftiiv'A in vain to paint this work of choice; 
The which no human Ipirit, hand, nor voice. 
Can once conceive, lefs pourtray, leaft exprefs. 
All overwhelmed in gulphs fo bottomlefs ? 



If the fly malice of the ferpent hated^ 
Cauiing their fall, had not defiFd their Ipn^ 
And unborn feed, with leprofy of fin. 



So the world's foul ihould in our foul infpire 
Th' eternal force of an eternal fire. 



Man's proud apoftacy y 



M PART 
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I • 



PART THE SECOND; 



THE IMPOSTURE; 



O WHO fhall lend me Ugkt and nimble wings— 

Thttina.nooitientjbjt^dlx-danog, I ' 

From Heaven to Hell, from Hell to {ledven may 

fly?— 
Wbat fpeH fhall charm the a^ei&tiye Bje«dd^*s 

fenfe? . / 1 

What favSt ihall fiU my v^ice with elequenee ? 

Ah ! thou, my Gpd* ey'n. thou, my foul re- 
fining 
In holy Faith's pure furnace clearly fhining, , 
Shalt make my hap far ta furmount my hope, • 
Inftruft my fpirit, and give my tongue free fcopet 
Thou bounteous in my bold attempts (halt graqe 

trie. 
And in the rank of holiew poets place ine ; 
And frankly grant, that, Tbarlng through the iky. 
Upborne on fia|lg^fcftnofe^, I nriy^y.-. 

WhUe 
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While Adam bathes in thefe Meittei , 
Heirs Prince, dy parent of vevolc and liei, 
Feeh a pefii^ou^ bufj fwarmlng neft 
Of never-dying dragons in his breaft 5»**-- 
While, above all, hate, pride, and envious 

SPITE, 

With ceafelefs tortures vex him day and night. " 
The /late he bears to feod, who hath him driven 
Juftly for ever from the glittering Heaven, 
To dwell In darknefs of a fulphry cloud : — 
The prouJ dejire to have in his fubjeAion 
Mankind enchain'd iR gyvefs of £n s in^6)MKI i 
The envious heart-break to behold yet fluop 
In Adam*s face God's image all diviAiP^ 

Which be had loft ; ■ ^-^ 

Thefe barbarous tyrants of his treach'jpu^ will 
Spur on his courfe, his rage redpuWc^ flUl- • 



The dragon, then, man's fortrefs to furprife. 
Follows fome Captain's martid policies 5 
Who, ere too near an adverfe place he pitch. 
The fituation marks, and founds the ditch; 
With his eye's lev^l the fteep wall he metes. 
Surveys the ilank, his camp in order fets 3 
And then approadiing batters fierce the fide. 
Which Art and Nature leaft have fortified : 
So this old foldier, having marked rife 
The firXt-bom pair's yet danger-dreadl^fs lifpj . 

Ma Mounting 
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Mounting his cannons^ cunninglj affaiil^ 
The part he finds in evident defaults^ 
Namely, poor woman, wav'ring, weak, unwife. 
Light, creduloiis^ ■ ■ ' . ' ■ .. 

*' Eve, fecond honour of this univerfe ! 
Is 't true, I pray, a jealous God perverfc 
Striftly forbids to you and all your race 
All the fair fruits thefe filver brooks embrace^ 
To you bequeathed, and by you polTeH, 
Day after day, by your asm labour dreft ?'* 

With breath of thefe fVeet words the wily 

fnake 
A poifon'd air infpired, as he fpake. 
In Eve's frail breaft; who thus replies: — '^ O 

know 
(Wh6c*er thou art, but thy kind care doth ihew 
A gentle friend,) that all the fruits and flowers 
This garden yields are in our hands and powejrs^ 
Except alone that goodly tree divine. 
Which in the midfl of this green ground doth 

fhine j 
The all-good Grod (alas ! I wot not why) 
Forbad us touch that tree, on pain to die," 
^-She ceas'd i already brooding in her heart 
A growing wifh, that Ihall her weal^fubvert. 



As a falfe lover, that thick fnares hath laid 
T* entrap the honour of a fair young maid. 



If 
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ir iht (AiOT^h little) lift'niBg ear aiFords ' 
To his fweet, courting; dccp-aflfededwoikii,' * 
Feels fome aflwaging of his ardent flame. 
And foothes himfelf "With hopes to win his game j 
While, rapt Ivith joy, he on this point periifts, 
" That parleying city never long refifts :'*' 

Ev'n fd the ferpent — ^ — — ' 

Perceiving Eve his flatt*ring gloze digeft. 
He profecutes, and joctmd doth not reft — ^ 

« No; Fair," quoth he, '^ believe! hot, thatth« 
care, 
God hath from fpoiling death mankind to fpare. 
Makes him forbid you, on fuch ftri6t condltiori. 
This pureft, faireft, rareft fruit's fruition !— • 
A double fear, an envy and a hate, '' 
His jealous Wart for ever ctxrciate ! 
Since the fufpefted virtue of this tree / * 
Shall foon difperfe the cloud of idiocy. 
That dims yidiir eyes 5 and, fiirthcr, make you 
feem, '• " ■•■.'-• '=• ^ ' • 

Excelling us, Gods equal ev'n to him. 

O world's rare glory 1 reach*' thy happy 

h^ind ! 
R^ach^. ,r^ch, I, fay i why doft thou flop or 

ftand ? • ' 1 . 

. Begifi jihy blifs, and do not fear the tixreat > 
' Of an uncertain God'-h^ad, only great 

M 3 Through 



OfhOffiortaHty*. ■ « 

A. novice thief, who in a clofet ipieg 
A hcap.ojf gold that. on a table lies. 
Fearful, «ftd trcmhlijag,. twice or tbrice c;xi0D4fi, 
And twice or thrice retires, his fingers ends > 

And yet again returns^, the booty takes 3 

Ev'n fo doth Eve (hew, by like fearful fafhioiy. 
The doubtjful combat of contending pailions ; 
'; 8her:Kv^«iikt^. ^ ftioiM oo/t-, fad» glads eomes, 
and goes 5 — » 

. JMi «fa.1 M lafr ike nMf tmachtiikM; 
Aotl>/>h««iftg t6iick'd» taAestiaie forhttUeoti^ 

Then, as a man, that from a lofty cY^t, 
Or fteepy mountain^ dotl^ defcend too fwift. 
If chance.he &}mble« catches at^^i limb 
Of fome dear kin&oaBL walk.kig neiLt to hioa, 
Aud' falling headlong, drags aloug his friend 
To an untimely, fad, and fudden eiidj 

r I 

• ' - i 

^ I ^hink the taftefal reader may be ftruck witJi this finecoa- 
cloi^on of ihe extract, which I have here given froin the temp- 
ter's fpeech. Were I not fnfpicious of a little editorial partiality, 
t fti\itAti at^t^retiare It as> a 'geduine pt>etkaifestpr«l6onof the 
fineft effeA, and worthy of any age of poeff . 

IndeeArtiie Wtmlft at the IpfeAii k mtlUttiofjiM^ mA lUiely 
condenfed. If <m«ft ^ admitted ihat Milton Ins ofaligiiiaiis lb it. 

Our 
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Our-fMtitiBr^ ^iogy haks her fpotife anaa, 
Down to the galph of pitchy Acheron : 
For to the vrifb'd /i>)kstbeaiit»fol a%fi&^ 
Its nedar tafte^ and woadecfiil «ffiB^, 
Cunningly adding -her iwedt-iniling gUaoeB, 
Ftt&afivC'ip^iech, 'a§d4:lianmng430uateiiaaoeB^ 
She fo prevails^ th|it faisr blind -Lord at iaft 
A nof (el of the fatd fruit 4pth tafte* 

* • » . ' 

Now fuddenly wide open fed they ought, 
Si^\dioj; thear good> thar mind a^dbod^*a fight -, 
•But the lad ifoul hath loft the charaaer> 
And facred image that did honour her : 
The wretched 'body, full of ihzsac and fbrrow^ 
To clo»th it'a nakednefs is forc'd to boirow 
The tree's broad leaves, whereof they aprons 

frame. 
From Heaven's fair eye to hide their filthy fham6. 
Alas, fond deathlings ! Think you, filly fouls. 
The fight, which fwiftly through Earth's foUd 

centres. 
As through a cryflal globe tranfparent, enters. 
Cannot tran (pierce your leaves > Or do you ween, 
Cbv'ring your lliame, fo to conceal your fin ? 
Or that, a part thus clouded, all might lie 
Safe from tliefearch of Heaven's all-feeing eye?— ^ 

As yet man'stroubled dull intelligence 
Had of his fault but a confiifod fenfe *, — 

M 4 When 
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When DOW the Lord; within the garden fair 
Moving hetinies a fupcmatural air« 
Which midfi the trees paifing with breath divine 
Brings of his piefence the undoubted fign> 
Awakes their letharg y ■ — 

Now more and more making thdr pride to fear 
The frowning vifage of their Judge fevere, 
While^ for new refuge in morefecretharborSr 
They feek the dark fhade of thefe tufting arbors. 

*' Adam !'* quoth God with thund*ring maje^; 
" Where art thou, wretch ? What do^ft thou ?— 

Anfwcr me. 
Thy God and Father ; from whofe hand thy health 
Thou hold'il, thine honour and abundant wealth.*' 

At this fad fummons, woiiil man refembles 
The bearded rufh, that in the river trembles : 
His rofy cheeks are chang'd to earthy hue } 
His fainting body drops with icy dew 5 
His tear-drown'd eyes a night of clouds, bedims j 
About his ears a buzzing horror fwims ; 
His tott'ring knees with feeblenefs are humble j 
His fault'ring feet beneath him flide and ihun- 

blej ' 

He hath no more his free bold ftately port. 
But downcaft looks, in fearful Havifh fort. 
Now nought of Adam doth in Adam reft > 
He feels his fenfes pain'd, his foul opprefl j 

A con- 
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A confused ha& of Tiolent pultons jar ^ 
His flefh and fjnrit are in continual war ; 
No more, through confcience of his fatal error. 
He hears or fees th' Almighty, but with terror j 
And anfwers loth, as with a tongue diftraught, 
Confeiiing thus his fear, but not his fault. 

'^ O Lord, thy voice, thy dreadful: voibe hath 
made 
Me fearful hide me in this covert ihade ; 
For, naked as I am, O Lord of might, . 
I dare not come before thine awful Ught." 

*' Naked ?" quoth God, '' O faithlefs renc- 
gate ! 
Apoftate pagan ! who hath told thee that ? 
Whence fprings thy fliame ? What makes thee 

thus to run 
From ihade to ihade, my prefence flill to fhuh ? 
Haft thou not tafted of that facred tree. 
Whereof, on pain of death, I warned thee >" 

" O righteous God !" quoth Mam, ** I am free 
From this offence. The wife thou gavefi me. 
For my companion and my comforter. 
She made me eat that deadly meat with her." 

« 

'' And thou," quoth Ggd, '' O thou falf© 
trcach*rous bride I 
Why with thyfelf haft thou feduc'd thj guide ?"; 

" Lord !" 
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'' Lord !*' wfwMi Sve, '' Ihe &rpMit4Li.eKti£e 

My Gmjfh ^2ii% <to tkis fin&d lA^J* 

FEQnouuQeth thu9 their 4rpadfi4PQn4e9:fUi>tioB.- 
" Thou curfe^ ftq^nt ! fountain 4>f ^U iH I 
Thou (halt be hateful 'mongft all creatures flill. 
jGzov*ling m disB, of du(t thou a§r ihalt £ied 5 ' 
I '11 kindle war between the woman's feed 
And thy fell race ; her s on ibe -head ihaM ding 
Thine $ thine again her*« on Ike heel Ifttali ding. 

" Rebel to me ! and to thy kindred curft ! 
«alft to thy hufcand 1 to ithyfelf .the worfl: ! 
Hope not thy fruit fo eafily to bring forth 
As now thou ikiy*& it. ' Henoeforth every birth 
£faflU torfcure thee — i — 1 ■ > ■ .■ j ■ mumh p. 

. ^^ And thou, difloy al, wh^ch haft be^rken'd paprp 
To a wantpn fondliog than my facred lore I 
Henceforth the .fwoat flpiail b^bWe on. thy ]^w. 
Thy hands Ihall bhfter, and thy back Ihall bow j 
Hoi^fiforth the .earth ^fhall feel in rher ib' efie6t 
Of .the dooBi thunder!d *gaiiifl thy ^ui defeat 5 
Inftead of fweet fjraits, which dheifi^Ayyi^ds 
Seed-lfi& and ait-Jfifs cnoer s^ thy Ad^^ > 
With thorns and burs fhall bridle up her breaft ; 
^or henceforth fhalt thou tafte the f^ieets of reft. 
Till ruthlefs Death, by his extremeft pain, 
iJhiy duft-bornbody turn to dult again." 

■ '' Hence !'* 



*' Hence," quoth the Lord, '' hence, hencej 
accurfed race. 
Out of my garden ! Qaiicic tvoid tb^ ^*| ; 
This beauteous place, pride of this univcrfe, 
A houfe unworthy mafters fo peryerfe.'* 

Imagine now the bitter agonies 
And luke-warm rivusgufliing down the eyes 
Of our firft parents out of Eden driven. 
Of pardon hopeledTs, iby 4ip h^^of He«v«H ^ 
WhUe the Almighty .fet h^qisp i^e d^pr , 
Of th* holy park a ft^r^Um <tbait bgre 
A waiving fword tjreoieAdous, itHP»&£ brig^t^ > 
Like flaming coooet in the mI4&^ digbt *. 



'./• 



* The feledlions from this book are, in general^ laide nor lb 
much ^iheir poeima menr, m to (hfw 0u fiartu^s 4iuuiiier 
of defcribini tite TXMPTATiow and fALU 

Paflagos moce pQe(ical(RU|ghthavfl b6eD^04MCod. \ 
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PART THE THIRD; 



THE FURIES. 



jLBis fea I (3A, this troubled air I fip. 
Arc not'thc firft week's glorious workmanfhip -, 
This wretched round is not the goodly globe 
Th* eternal trimmed with fuch a various robcj 
Tls but a dungeon and a dreadful cave. 
Of that firft world the miferable grave. 



Now mortal Adam^ monarch here beneadi> 
Erring draws all into the paths 6f death ; 
And on rough feas, as a blind pilot rafh^ ' 
Againft the rock of Heav'n's jufl wrath doth dafh 
The world's great velTell, failing erfl at cafe. 
With gentle gales^ fecure on quiet feas. — 
Before his fall, which way foever roU'd, 
His woUiVing eyes God ev'ry where behold ; 
In Heaven, in Earth, in Ocean, and in Air, 
He fees, and feels, and finds him every where, 
^ut, fi nee his fin, the woful wretch finds none — 

Mountaift 
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Mountain or valley, fea-gate, ihore; or hav4$n^ 
But bears his Death's doom openly irigraven 5 
In brief, the whole fcope this round centre hath. 
Is now a fiore-houfe of Heaven's righteous wrath. 
Rebellious Adam, from his God revolting. 
Finds his once-fubjeds 'gainfl himfelf infultiog; 
The troubled lea, -the air with tempefis driven, • 
Thom-briftled earth, a fad and low'ring Heaven. 



The greedy ocean, breaking wonted bounds, 
Ufurps his heards, his wealthy iiles and towns* 



.Once happy we did rule thefcaly legionsy 
That dumbly dwell in water's flormy regions ; . 
The feather'd fongfters, and the ftubborn drovesi. 
That haunt the defarts and the ihady groves ; 

But now, alas !, through our flrft parent's f^l. 
They of our Haves are grown our tyrants all. 
Sail we the fea ? The dread Leviathan 
Turns upfide-down the boiling ocean. 
And, on a fudden, fadly doth entomb 
Our floating caftle in deep Thetis" womb. 
Gro we by land ? How many loathfome fwarms 
Of fpeckled poifons, with peftiferous arms. 
In every corner ambuih'd clofely lurk. 
With fecret b'jinds our fudden bane to work! 
Beiides the Lion and the Leopard, 
Boar, Beare;, and Wolfe, to death purfue us hard ; 

And, 
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\ 



Apd> jcahKis rcxigert of the wr<mgs divine^ 
In pieces tear llkeir Sovereign's finfal line* . 



• VThttt hidecfQS fight ! ^at horror-boding Aervc^! 
Alas! what yells! whathoMtis! what thand'ring 
throws 1 

What fpells have charmed you from your dre«^ 

ful den 
Of darkeft Hell, monftcrs abhorr'd of men? 
O Night's black daughters! grim-fac'd Furies fad! 
Stern Pluto's pofis ! what brings you here fo mad? 
O feels not man a world of wofiil terrors, 
Befides your goaring wounds and ghaftly horrors*? 
So'lbon as God from Eden Adam drave 
To live in this earth, (rather in the grave. 
Where reign athoufand deaths,) he fummon'd up. 
With thundering call, the damned crew, that fup 

Of fulphry Styx, and fiery Phlegethon, 

Bloody Cocytus, muddy Acheron. 

Come fnake-treis'd fyliers ! come ye diiinal dvei^ 

Ceafe now to cvirfe and cruciate yourfelves ! 

Come, leave the hoiror of your houfes pale ! 

^ome, hither bring your foul» black, baneful gall! 

Let lack of work no ipore, from henceforth, fear 
you! 

Man by his fin a hundred Hells doth rear you. 

This eccho made whole Hell to tremble trouibkd 3 

The drowfy night her deep dark horror# doubljsd. 

And 
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And jfuddenly Avemu^* gulph did fwim f 

With rofin^ pitch, and bnmftone^ to the brim ; 

While the derce Gorgons and the Sphinxes felJbi 

Hydras and Harpies, *gan to yawn and yell. 

Now the three fifier»> the thrc^e hideous R^gfs^ 

'Mid thousand ilerms ruih from th* infenwl 

iiagesf 

Furious they rowl their adamantine ,c^rs^ 

O'er th* ever-fhaking ninefold Xieely bara 

Of th' Stygian bridg e 

• * . ' 

Having aftain d to o^ calm hav*n of lig)it« 

With fwifter courfe thah Boreas' nimble fliglity 

All fly dt man, all, with InvetVate firife^ 

Who nioil may torture his detefted life. 

> > 1 • « 

Here firfl comes Dearth, the lively form of 

"I)eatli, 

8tili yawning wide, with loathfom ftinkingbreatli. 
With hollow eyes, with ineagre cheeks and chin^ 
With (harp lean bones, piercing hef fable ikin : 
' tf ef- Bmpty boNvels may "be plainly fpy*d 
Clear thro' the wrinkles 6f her wither d hide : . 

Infatiate Ore ? that ev*n dt tne repaft 
Almoft all creatures m fhe world would wafte ! 
With ^^ftfedy gorge to fill hei* tiidiifitotid itt^w !— 

Next marcheth War, the niftrefs of enormity. 
Mother of mifchief^, moafio: #f deformity : 

Laws^ 



fw^m 
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Laws, manners, artsj flie breaks, fhe mars, fhc 

chaces ', ' ' " 

Blood, tear^, bow'rs, tow'rs, (he fpills, fwills, 

burns, and razes ;. k' 
Her brazen feet ihake all the earth afunder, 
Her mouth 's a fire-brand, and her voice a thunder; 
Her looks are fight*nings, eveiy glance a flaih — 

Fear and Defpair, Flight and Difofder, coail 
With hafly march before her murd'rous hoft 5 * 
Sack, Sacrilege, Impunify, anft^PiIdey 
Are flill ftcrn conforts by her barbVous fide j 
While Sorrow, Poverty, and Defolation, 
Follow her army's bloody tranfmigration. 

The other Fury * next man's life afialls 

With thoufand weapons, fooner felt than feen -, 
* Where weakeft, ftrongeftj fraught with deadly 

teen ; 
Blind, crooked, crippled, maimed, deaf, and mad. 
Cold-burning, blifter'd, melancholy, fad 5 
Many-nam'd poifon, minifter of death. 
Which ifrom us creeps, but tons gallopeth ! 



Againfl the body all thdfe champions flout 
Strive 5 fome within, and other fome without : — 



* SiCKNEff. 

But 



( ^71 ) 

But lo fimr Ca^taiM far fts>r« fieoM 9i6d ^fig^f , ^ 
That oft ^ fta^i l&e ladl itfollf bekagi^ 1 '■ ' ' ^ 

Sorrow's firft leader of t^is fwD^S otoMrd; 
Muffled all over in a fable cloud > 
Old before age^ affli6led night aad day» 
Her face with wrinkles warp^^d ev'ry way y 
Creeping incomers, wb^e fee fits. and vie$ 
Sighs from Jier heart, tears from hdr big-fw<)lfl 

iiyes) 
Accompanied with felf-confuiOing C4re> 
With weeping Pityi Thoughtj add mad IMi^air. 

The fccond Captain is exceflive Joy 5 

she hath in condud fhlfe vain-glorious Vauntit^, 

£old^ foo things {hamelefs, loud^ injuriouSi taun^ 

The winged giant, lofty-flaring Pride, 
That in the clouds her braving creft doth hide ; 
And many others, like the empty bubbles. 
That rife, wheA rain the liquid cryftal trouble^. 

The third is blood-lefsi heart-lefs, witlefs I^^EAk, 
Like Afpili tree, llil! trembling ev'fy whfere ; 
Sttie leads black Tenrror, and bafe-clownifh Shatne^ 
And drowfy Sloth, that countcrfeiteth Istme, 
With fnaiMike motion meafuriftg the gr6und. 
Having her arms in willing fetters bound.—- 
And thon, DssiRs, Whotti Abr tfte firhiamerif. 
Nor air, nor earth, ndrocesifi, c^tt content! 

N Thou 
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Thou art the Iburth^ andundar thy cominand 
Thou bring*ft to fipld a tough unrulj band : 
Firft fecret-burning mighty-fwoln Ambition, 
Pent- in no limits, plcas'A with no conditit)n. 
Whom Epicurus' many worlds fuflScc not, 
Whofe furious thirft of proud-aljpiring dies not, ' 
Whofe hatfds, tranfported with fantaftic paflion, 
Grafp painted fceptres in imagination ; 

Then Avariee — ^— ■ — • ^— ^ 

The more her wealth, the more her wretchednefs j 
Whofe foul bafe fingers in each duhghill pore. 
Starving, like Tautalus> in midil of ih>re ^ 
Then boiling Wrath, ftcrn, cruel, fwift, and rafh. 
That like a bear her teeth do grind and ghafh j 
Whofe hair doth ftare like briftled Porcupine, 
Who fbmetimes rowls lier ghaftly-glowing eyne. 
And fometimes on the ground doth fix'dly glance. 
Now bleak, then blopdy in her countenance. 



Now if, but like the lightening in the Iky, 
Thefe furious paflions fwiftly paffed by. 
The fear were lefs j . but $h ! too oft they. Ijiave ' 
Keen flings behind in fouls which they deceive. 
Alas ! how thefe (far worfe than death) difeafe* 
Exceed each ficknefs which our body feizes ! , 
Thofe make us open war^ and by theij: fpight 
Give to the patient inany a wholefome light. 
Whereby the Do^br^ gueffing at our grief, . 
Not fcldpm finjds fure m^aps for our rej^ef,; 

But, 



But^ fpr* tbe iUli wliieK i^c Opr int^lld4£t:>*< 
They refl unHn0Wfi,:pr rath^rrf^HH^o^oeal^dj 
For foul-fick patients, care. not to be heal'd. 

" « * 

.'••■ ■•■'•.■ , • ' *■ ■ ■ • " 

PART THE FOURTH; 

THE HANDY-CRAFTS. 



a coat fo rare. 



That % refembles Nature's mantle fair, - 
When in the fun, in pomp all glift'ring. 
She feems with fmiies to woo the gauiiy. fpiix^* ' 



bright Olyrapiis: ftaoy canopy. 



Rcin-fearching God, thought-founding Judge, — 



— a grove, 
Upob the verdure erf whofe virgin boughs 
Bird had not perch'd, nor ever beaft did brpuze. 



Think not to 'fcape the Horm of vengeance dread. 
That hangs already o*er thy hateful head ! 

M a A bum- 
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A bnrnmg motintBin, ftom M* iiwy i^^ 
An inm river toBb aloog tlio phto. 



• f *■ * 



r~- Echo rings 
•Mid rocky concaves of the babbHng vales. 
And bubbling rivers rolled by gentle gales. 



- oiir thought's internal eye. 



With thee at once the threefold tinaes do fly. 
And but a moment la£bs eternity. 



azoxe-g^lded Heaven'» pavSUoa fair. 



Qlero^ Sriduttk's endle£i feflivaL 



Lo, how be Wtoors taendnj^ the Kfthtf 
Which in tb' Aac» wmh^Me ihineth gterion^ 
bright I 

From thefe profane a»4 foul embraces fprung 
A cruel broody fbedm& oa blood and wrong. ^ 
Fett giant3 ftranf o, rf haughty hand and mind,. 
Plagues of the world;, and fcourges of mankind. 



Ths 



( Ifc ) 



Tut ad DAY op thb ad WEEK; 



NOAH. 






^ART TBI first; TBB ARK* 



Ai Ibme young river,— ——•- ' ^ 
From barren rocks firft drop by drop proceeding. 
Soon, tow'rds the fea, the niore he flees hh f6trrce> 
With growing ftreams ibrengthens his gliding 

courfe. 
Rolls, roars, and foams, raging with reflfeiSi ifao« 

tion. 
And proudly fcom» the greatnefs of the ocean. 



Wifhing already to dif-throne th' £tbrnal,«-«* 



The heavy hand of the high Thunderer* 



— I conceive aright 
Th* Almighty-most to be moft infinite j 
That th' ONELY sssiBVCE feels net in his mind 
The furious tempDfls of fellpaffions* wind) 

N 3 That^ 



i i8sr ) 

That, movelcfs, all he moves; that with one 

thought 
He can jbuUd Heaven, and budded bring to 

nought 'y 
That his high throne *s inclos'd in glorious fire, 
Paft our approach 5* that our faint foul doth tire. 
Our fpirit grows fpiritlefs, when it feeks, by 

fenfc* 
To found his infinite Omnipotence. 
I furely know the chemhinis do hover. 
With flaming wings, his ftarry face to cover : 
^^ReseJiGS tfec^Gieat, thc..Ahnigl;ity, Holy One, 
But pa^g-hj. and by the back algae : , 
Tous:J|is effenceis ineacpUcablc, ... 

WondVpus his ways*, his n^inie un-utteraUc. 



► t ; 



FcMT m the' Heavebs, : ajHwie ^U reaqh lOf rovirs, ; 
God dwells immur'd in diamantine.tpiWers. 



— * O Heaven's frefti fans * !• 
OyQu>my.heraW?i,andHiyharbmgei-s! 7 
My nimble pofts, aniljpfeeiy meflengers ! 
Mine arms, ray finews/ and xny eagles fwift. 
That thro* the air my rolling chariot lift. 
When from my mouth in juftly-kindled ire 
Fly fulph'ry flames, s^nd hot confuming firci 

• Godaadrefibthcwin<!s. * * •-* 

• .Jc ■.• Wlien, 
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When, with my light'ning fceptre's dreadful 

wondctj ' ' • • 

» > .... 

I mufter horror, darknefs, clouds and thunder ! 
Wake, rife, and run -, and drink thefe waters dry. 
That hills and dales have hidden from the iky. 

Th' iEolian croud obeys his mighty call > 
The furly furges of the waters fall 5 
The fea retreateth y — h — 



■^■^••pwi^* 



hope-chear*d ^qah- 



■**^ 



now offers up in zealous wife 



The peaceful fcent of fweet burnt-facrifice 5 
And fen^s.withall, above the ftarry pole, 
Thefe winged iighs from a religious foul. 

'' World-fliaking Father ! Winds' King ! Calm- 
ing feas ! 
With mild afpcd behold us I Lord, appeafe 
Thine anger's tempeft,— — — 
And bound for ever in their antient caves 
Thefe ftormy feas' deep world- devouring waves !*' 



The weeping woods of happy Araby,— — 



Let the pearly morn. 
The radiant noon, and rheumy evenij^, fee 
His neck flill yoked with captivity ! 

N 4 PART 



( i84 ) 



PART THE SECOND? 



BABYLON. 



fiiTTHKotrTg'D tfam, the tyrant 'gan deWfe 
To perpetrate a thoufand cruelties ; 

I 

Boldly fubyerting> £fx hi& appetite, 

God's^ Man's, and Natuce*s trifde iacred right. 



Arife betimes, . while th" opal-coloured mom 
In golden pomp doth May-day's door adorn } 
Arife, and hear the difPrent voices fweet 
Of painted Sfongfters, in the groves that greet 
Their gentle mates, each in his phrafe and fafluoo 
Utt'ring in various firains his tender paffion. 



the foreiit-haunting beards--^ 



the All-forming voice — V 



Gold- winged Morpheus- 



Where May ftiU reigns, and rofe'crown'd Ze^ 
phyrus. 



■«BMMM» 



Hit 
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Hb Heaven-ti»ed harp iball fiil] loihnxnd. 
While the bright Day.fiw rides his glorious 
round. 



Sweet-nuinber*d Hm^r^ 
Clcar-flyrd HBrointuf — ^ 



^^^m^^^m^mtmm 



•FOW^^'+ffci***" 



duwc-tema'd Fetrtvch, m deep paffioBs 
The £«eDt feigner KtOrhndfis ttXfStr 



PART THE THIRD; 



THB COLONIES. 



\V HAT bright-brown cloud fliall in the day]^ro- 

te6t me ? 
What fiery pillar ihali by night direA me 
Towards each people** primer reild^ce ? -' 



( i86 ) 

the fpcy iuocning, 



Where ftatcly Ob, the King of rivers, roars. 



And Nintvth, more famotis than the reft. 
Above them raisM her many-tower'd creft 



m where Titan's evening fpkndor fank j-^ 

And towards where Phcebus doth each morning 

- wake * — 

With Mei ocean, and the Crtr^/on Lake *. 



Scepter'd Elam — r 



The pine-plough'd fea,- 



Such was the Goth, who whilom, iffuing forth 
From the cold frozen iilands of the* North, 

Encamp'd by Vijiula y 

He with vi6torious arms Sdavwla gains. 
The Tran/yhanian and Falacchian plains. 



with eyes of faith they faw. 



Th' invifibJe Meflias \xt the Law. 



* The i^thiopian ccean and Red Sea. 



The 



( x87 ) 

The fons of thefe^ like flowing waters, fpread 
O'er all the country, which is bordered 
By Qhiefcl river 5 



Then, pafling 5g/?w' ftraights, they pitch their fold 
In vales oi'Rhodope ; and plough the plains. 
Where great Danuhius near his death complains* 



With the &r-fllowing filver Euphrates ^^-^ 



■< | % mi u 



To pearl'd Aurora'^ faflron-coloufd bed. 



^-^ the fli'ore. 
Where th* azure £eas of Mugelan do roar. . * 



I •-. 



That from cold Scyihia his high name as far 
Might ay refound as fun-burnt Zan^har, 



• I I 
r • 






' ' . 



PART 



< «** ) 



PART THE FOURTH; 



THE COLUMNIS. 



JVlvcH like a rock amid the ocettn fet. 
Seeming great Neptaae'« tally pride to threat 



■rf^wawM*" 



Upon Oblivion's dull and fenfelefs lap«- 



•*•• 



That pallid-fac'd^ fad, Hooping Nyw^j wbofe eye 
Still on the ground is fixed fiedfafU/. 



Law of that ldw> which did the w^d er^iSt ! 



A filvcr crefcent wears J^g * for a crown, 
A hairy comet to her heels hangs down. 
Brows ftately bent in mild majeftic wife, 
Beneath the fame two carbuncles for eyes. 
An azure mantle waving at her back 
With two bright clafps buckled about her neck> 
From her right fhoulder floping all athwart her 
A watchct fcarf> or broad embroidered garter, 

* AlTKOKOMV. 

Flourifh'd 
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Ilotmib*d with beafts of fuodiy ihapes^ and each 
With gUft'rin^ ftars imbpft and powder'd rich^ 
^d thai for wings the golden plumed ihe weary 
Of that pxpud bifd which ^arrj vowels bears* 



Ibal fate csbai-iot flamiog btavefy bipght, 
Which^ like a whirlwind^ in it*s fwift career 
Rapt up the ^bejbite 5 ' " 

Th* eternal hinges <^ thUa£irnal gates. 

*-rr* having with patienee pa A 
Such dreadful pcean«y aad ikch deferts vafi^ 
Such gloomy i^te&^, craggy rock» a|]d.flQep> 
Wide-ya^oiag gdjphs^apd hideous dui^ntofia dfi^p. 



The ali-enjaghtt'iaipg glodyou^ fijimaaifint. 



tm^tmm^' 



Day's pviiicely f^niet/ 



*m^»^ 



While mild-ey'd Mercy ftealcth from his hand 
The fulphrf ptisigvie8> prepared for iofol mmK 

* FroiQ the FnBcb4lw//^i tt hesi dnumi iife4 nv thUfen^i 
I beliere^ by pryto. 



This 



( I90 ) 



.The 3d DAY op the ad WEEK; 
ABRAHAM. 

PART THE FIRST ; THE VOCATION? * " " 

- • i 

O - "-. 

I 

Th' iron-footed courfew, -lufly, frefli, and light. 
With load proad nei^ngs for the combnt call* 



While the thick arrows flww'r on cither fide. 
An iron-doad Heaven*8 angr^ face doth hide< 



Go,- pay to Pluto, Prince of Acheron; 
That tribnte thou denj'ft unto thy own. 



— thy habit and thy tongue. 
Thine arms, and more thy courage, yet fo young. 
Shew that in Sodom s wanton walls acctiril 
Thou wert not born, nor in Gromorrha nurft. 



Sleep flowjy hamefs'd his duU bears anon \ 
And in a noifelefs coach, all darkly dight. 
Takes with him Silence, Drowfinefs, and Night \ 

Th' air thickens where he goes—: 1...^ 

The wolf in woods lies down, the ox i' th' mead, 
Th* Ore under water 3 and on beds of down 

Men 



( ipl ) 



Men ftreteh their limbs, 

The nightingale, perch'd on the tender fpring 
Of fweetieft hawthorn, hangs her drowfy wing ; ' 

ThefwalloW'sfiknt,— ^— ^ :— • 

Th* yeugh moves no more, thcf ^p doth ceafe to 

fhalce, ' , ' '^ 

Pines bow tiieir heads, and feeda ihme teft to take 



•» > J • • 



Methinks already on our glifl*ringxrefts 
The glorious garland of the cdnqueft reiis. 



' *- 



Youth paints his cheek with rofe' and.Hlips' dic^ 
A lovely liglit*ning fparkles in his eyes j 
So that his gallant port, and graceful voice. 
Confirm the fainteft, niake Qie fad rejoice. 



— ^-^ his gllft'ring {hield, 
Whofe glorious fplendor darts a dreadful light. 



Death and Defpair, Horror and Fury, fight 
Under thine enfigns in the difmal night. 



Melchifedec, God's facred minifler. 

And King of Salem, comes to greet him there, 

Bleiling his bills ; and thus with zealous cry 

Pierces devout Heaven's flaiful canopy. 

\' Blefl be the Lord, that with his hand doth roU 

The radiant orbs that turii about the pole ! 

Who 
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Who rules the anions of all human klad 
With full command ! who with a blail of wind 
Razes the rocks, and rends the proudeft hills* 
Dries up the ocean^ and the empty filU ! 
Bleft be the great God of great Abraham 1 
From age to age extolled be his name ! ^ 
Let ev*ry place to him high altars builds 
And every altar with his praife be fill'd ! 
His praife above the welkin ever ring 
As loud, or louder than his angels fing !"■ ' ■ 



So from t}ie fea to the Euphrattan fource> 
And ev*n from Dan to Nilus' cryftal oourfe> 
Rings his renown ! 



To the dry defert's fandy horror hied,- 



Hence, hence the high and mighty Prince fhalt 

fpring, 
Sin*s> Death*s, and HelFs eternal taming King > 
The facred founder of man's fovVeign.blifs,- 



A (imple Spirit, the glitt nng child of light,- 



Where folemn nuptials of the JjkUfk are held s 
Where angeU bright, and ^raU that have exccU'd, 
All dad in white fing th* £pithalamy> 
Caroufing ne6tar of eternity. 

PART 



( «9^ > 



PART THE SECOND) 



THE FATHERS. 



> I 



the voice which made all things. 
Which fceptVeth fhepherds, or uncrowneth Kings. 



rfMMpi* 



So Abraham, at thefe fharp-founding words. 
Seized at once with wonder, grief, and fright^ 
Is well high iiitking in etem^ ni^t ; 
Death's aih-pale image in his eyes doth fwim, 
A chilling ice ihivers thro' every limb. 
Flat on the ground himfelf he grov'ling throws, 
A hundred times his colour comes and goes ; 
From all his body a cold dew doth drop. 
His fpeech 4oth fail, and all his fenfes flop. 



Th* eternal piUax of all verity^ 



Sonwtfimts by his eternal felf he fwears>- 



The lable night diibdg'd^^ 

O Othoa 



( »9A >. 

O thou Ethereal palace Chryftallinc ! 
Shut up for ever all thy gates of grace 
Againft my foul I 

The glorious fun of rfghteoufnefs— 

Who {hall the moipt4u* bruize, with iron mace, 

Rule Heaven ank iarth, and the infernal place. 



«k> 



the thund'ring voice of God, — 



■^ '■1 • • 



'1 



11 






«'.*rf 



» u .> . 



PART THE THIJlAs 



THE LAW, 



n 



, 1 



that ftecpeft tnwmt, 
Whofe fnowy Ihouldm^wrWi their ftony pride 
Eternally do4Jp«ft.fi«m»aiicdaiv|dt» ^^ ^ 



The twice-born Kia gj 

Who dead ihall lixfiaglhb^*'-'*'*-?^ 



♦ . ' 



Alovdf 



( m ) 

A.lavt\j.h9btk "whofe finiles unplor'd the aid 
And gentle ^y ^ the leefal iBaidt 
Love and the graces* ftatc and majefly. 
Appeared abput bU infant face t9 % 9 
And on his head feejn'd^ g^ jt wene^ to^ibwc 
Prefageful rays of fomething more divine. 



•»* 



Bafe of this univerfej uniting chain 
Of tb* elements ^ the wifdom fov' reign; 
Fountaija of goodnefs ^ ever-ibining light 5 . 
terfedly bleft -, tjie One^ the Good, the Right. 



My facred ears are tired with the noife 
Of thy poor brethren sjuil-cqmplaiaipg; voi<;e> 
They Ve groan*d^ alas ! and panted, all too lopg> 
Under that tyrant*s unrelenting wf onff. 



O feven-hom'd Nile ! O hundred-pointed plain ! 

O city of the Sun, O Thebes, and, thou 

Renowned Pharos ! do you all not bow 

To us alone ? Are you not only ours ? 

Ours at our beck ? Then to what other poweiai 

Owes ypuf |;reat Pharaoh homage pr reipe,6t ? 

©r by what Lord tg be controird and chec k'4 i 



. : Now Onini joteooe 

At Egypt ihoots it*s fhaft of peililence y 



o 2 ——the 
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-i--— the riyer** roaring pxide. 

Is dried up, ^ » < *>■ ■ »■ 



i*te 



Then the thkice sacred brings a fable cIouS 
Of homed k>cafts, — *» - ■^- ■ ■■ 



Death, ghaftlj Death, triunipheth * every where. 



Great King, no n:iorc bay, with thy wilfulnefs. 
His wrath's dread torrent ! He is King of Kings^— * 
And, in his (ight, tlie greateft of you all 
A^e but as moats that in the fun do fall. 



Nile's ftubborn monarch (lately drawn upon 
A curious chariot, chac*d with pearl and flone. 

By two proud courfers, ■ ' ' ' ■■ 

Curfeth the Heavens, the Air, the Wind, and 

Waves, 
And, urging his purfuit, blafphemes and braves : 
Here a huge billow on his targe doth fplit j 
Then conies a bigger, and a bigger yet. 
To fecond thefe : the Sea grows ghaHly great j 
Yet floutly fUll he thus doth dare and threat. 
*' Bafe juggler, think'ft thou with thy hclliih 

charms 
Thou ihalt prevail againft our puiflant arms ?— 

* Thus accented by MiltoD, trtSmfteth : Set Pas. Lost, 
L 1*3. — iti. 338,—- xii. 45Z. 

Aft4 



(' t'w y 

And thou, proud traifrotis fea, Iibw dareft thou 
FaJfely confpire -gaiifift thine own Neptune now ? 
Dar'ft thou prefunie gainft us to rife and roar ? 
I charge thee, ceafe ! Be dill, and rage no more ! 
Or I iball clip thine arms in marble flocks 
And yoak thy fhoulders with a bridge of rocks." 
Here at the ocean naore than ever fweUsr-^-r-^ 
And ft black pillow, that aloft doth float. 
With fak and fand ilops his blafphemous throat. 
What now betides the tyrant > Water now 
Hath reft his neck^ hts chin, his chec^k, his eyes, 
his brow, 

» 

His front, his fore- top ; now there's nothing fcen. 
But his proud arm fhaking his falchion keen; 
Wherewith he feems, in (pite of Heaven and Hell, 
To fight with Death, and menace Ifrael *• 



m^*^ 



Eternal 

* Againft this pa(face| I wcnitd hope Dryden did not mean 
to point his fatire, where, fpcakiiig of thofe authors, 



who thetnlelves too much efteem. 



Lofe their owa genttift aod raiftakft their thftme, 

be inftances Du Bartas ; 

Thttt 10 times palt Du Baktas vainljr writ> 
Allaying (acred truth with trifling wit | 
Impertinently, and without delight, 
Defcrib'd the IfT^lites' trtamphaDt fltgiitf 
t And, following Mofo o'er the fandy plain, 
Ferifli'd with Pharaoh in th' Arabian main. 

03 I believe 



( i$8« ) 



Etenpal iffue of etemt^ She 1 
Pg«p wifdom of (he Fajtber J* 



■w< 



m^K^mm 



X believe thif geaerality of readers wonld very oppoQtelf 
charadterife Bn Bartas's defcription o^ the death of Pharaoh. 
It IS evtdentl;^ given an Mmt, and etMfplHto, 

Bat I nraftoblbrvb, that Dryden prabaUjr never lead Syli^- 
ter's Du Bami^ after he'WMcepaMe of jtsidgiiig «l lb WWn 
hemieilbey herfftiHI fethihimf^lf bat MA lis inthe pre- 
face to bis $pamkb Friar.. At that ^ae his fiivourite jpa^e was 
the very pnc wbiUi ho ha» jaftl^^^/^&s/A/in the Art, er Po- 
xTity as a warning to bombaftic poets. ** f remember/' fays 
be, << when I was a boy, X thought the inimitable Speofer a 
mean -poet; lb edinparilbh of ^Iveller's Dii Bartas ; add 1 Was 
rapt into ecftsey, when 1 read tb^e lines; 

Kow. when the Winter*s keener breath began 
To cryflallize the Baltic ocean ; 
To glaie the lakes, to bridle up the floodsy 
Atl() periwig with {now the bald-pate woods.' 



*9 



<' I am much deceived,*' adds he, '' if this be not abomina- 
ble fuftian." I will venture to fay, Milton, at la years old,* 
eould have told him ta MMb. This is «tf one of th e pa fla ges, 
which I foppofi to ham ciaght Milloa «heaabo)r> indtDfaave 
hong on his mind after*— If 4n his akminahU jufiiam Dryden in- 
cludes the << bridling up the floods," he Ihould let the Roman 
poet have his fligire of the ititfit, by attiibtttrng It ^ thtt • 

cuffus F&JENARKT aquarum. 

Tlie pallage frelii S^lftAec (which I have already eftMbited 
in a note, p. I5») ik lA p. 1S)> of tbsr fetioSylveft. Du Bartas, 
edit. 162 1. 

O Ifrael, 



( '^99 ') 

1 

O Ifrael^ feed thouin tliis table pure, 
In this fair glafs, thy Saviour's pourtraiturc j 
The.§o!i of G^, JVIeffiw |)i|oi^fcd| q , 
The iacred Seed, to bruife tlie Serpent's head 5 
The glorious Prince, whofe fceptre ever fhines, 
Whofe kingjtom-s icope tbe Heaven of Heaven 

confined ? 
Then, when he fbaH> ttrHght thy finful load, 
Put manhood on, dis-know him not for God. 

' ' ' ' : ■ • • 

Where tli* fevERt ASTii^ci Gt)i5,itfglori©us%onAer, 
Witli dreadfial voice his fearful Law did tfiunder. 



Nymph-]proropted' Numa,— 



Redoubled Jight'nings dazzle th'Hebrews' jeycs, 
Cloud-fund'ring thunder roars through earth and 
ikies. ' 



I am Jehovah, I, witli* mighty hand, 
Brought thee from bondage out of Egyp^ landl 



»■•« 



Butiioce ia Horeb run xiGH-XHUNo'KiNa unte 
Pronauac*«l his I^twy- ■ »«■■ ■ 

rwhereirer, to defcry, 

Th* all-fearching Sup 4oti> call his flaming eye; 

o 4 PART 



( »«> ) 



• ' ' .... 



.PART THE FOURTH; 



THE CAPTAINS. 



■ ... I 

JlIail holy Jordan^, and you blefled torreuts 
Of the pure watera 3 of whofe cryftal currents 
So many faints have (ipp'd ! O walls, tha^ reft 
Fair monuments of many a famous guefi ! 
O Hills, O Dales, O Fields, fo flow'ry fweet. 
Where Angels oft have fet their facred feet ! 



' So have I feeq a cloud-crown'd hill feme time^ 
Torn from a greater by the wafte of time, — 



The fight grows fierce, and winged Vi^ory, 
§hayng her laurels, rufli'd confufedly 

Into the midll 5——-— — 

Aufter the while from neigliVring mountains arms 
A hundred winters and a hundred ftorms. 
With huge great hall-fhot, driving fiercely fell 
In the ftem vifage of the infidel. 



« • 



Beam of th* Eternal ! O all-feeing Sun ! 

ii' .1 

aU- 



( ao^ ) 

al-hidiiig nighty 



The day-reducing chariot pf the fmij— 



■ ■■* no where fbines the regal diadem. 
But, comet-like^ it bodes all vice extreme. 



Detuocracy is as a toiled fhip. 

Void both of Pole and Pilot, in the de^. 



fhunning thefe extremities. 



Let ns make choice of men upright and wife ; 
Of fuch whofc virtue dotli the land adorn j 
Of fu6h whom^ Fortune hath made noble bom ; 
Of fuch as Wealth hath rais*d above the pitch 
Of th' abje6i vulgar j and to the hands of fuch> 
(Such as for wifdom, wealth, and birth, excell,) 
Let us commit the rule of Ifrael : 
But ever from the facred helm exclude 
The turbulent, bafe, moody multitude ! 
. Who more firm and fit 

At careful flern of Policy to fit. 
Than fuch as in the ihip moil venture bear ? 
Such as their own wreck with the State's wreck 

fear? 
Such as, content, and having much to lofe, 
£v*n death itfelf, rather tlian change, would 

cboofe ? 



la 



( ^01 ) 

In brief the iceptferAriftiJCmtikc, 

And Pcoplc-lVay, haveXhl^ default alike ^ 

That neither of them can be pormanent 

For want of Union, 

3?ut Monarchy is as a goodly ftation. 

Built fkil fully upon a fure foundation : 

A quiet houfe, wherein, as principal. 

One Fatlier is obey*d and ferv'd of all j 

A well-appointed Aip, iVhen danger's- near, = 

Where triafly tnaftert ftrire not Vrho fliaU ftecr. 

'Tis better bear the yonth-ilips of a K,mg» ^ 

Y ilf U^Sovftt^ fault, I th* Court iboaie ]i>lc;iQ^i)ng, 

Than to fill all. witli blood-£oodis of debate, ) 

WJUiJe, Xsi reform, you but drftrm th(e ftfte. 

.» • , ■ ■v 

One cannot, without danger, ilir a ftone 

In a great buildings old foundation : 

Phyficians thus feck rather to fupport, , 

With ordered diet, and in gentle fort, ' 

A feeble body, tlio* In (ickly plight, 

Tlian with flrong medicines to deftroy it quite *. 

♦ Some of ihefc l»ff fffflige* are citeJ, iftdre ffw flie'Vo^i- 
fical aaiMMtlicf]^ tcNftAift, (UinKor any liigli degr^t^of |»o^ticai 



The 



((. ^f>S ) 



' r ■, 



The 4th DAY of ad WEEK; 



* *^ f • 



DAVID; 



. :? • '•<.' 



^Anf rttt f inir 5 i^HB TROPHIES* 



JlIeroic force and princely form iidthaU 
Jlonour the fcepter of courageous Saul ; 
Succefe confirms it ; for the power Divine 
Tames by his hand th* outrageous Philifiine. 
Edom and Moab, — " 



Nor lead».behindn^,l^|ght triuznphfil c^> 
So many nations vancjuifhed iu war. 



Give me the laurel, .not af.wSit, but peace ) 
Or civic garland of green oaken boughs. 
Thrice three times wreath'd about my glorJMtf 
brows. 



Slight, Feftr> and Deaths his ghafily fteps attend. 



A moving 



(( 2i>4 ) 

A mming rock, vhofe looks do terrify 

£t n bis own hoft ; whofe march doth feen . to 

make •' 

The moilntain tops of Succoih' felf to fhake* 



■*^^ 



Where is thy fweaty duft ? thy fun-burnt fears ? 
The grlorious nodrks of foldiers train'd in wars ? 



Such as in Itfe^ fuch in his death he feems ; 
For ev n in death he curfes and blafphemes. 



9ie grows. more ghaftly, and more ghofl-like 
grimj— 



^cmal Shades ! Infernal Deities ! 

Death, Horrors, Terrors, Silence, Obfequies, 

Deemohs, Daemons, difpatch > 



Fn»n difmal darknefs of your deep abyfs,- 



Poefy, whofe pleafure is 



To bathe in feas of Heavenly myfteries,^ 
Her chafteft feathers in that ftrearii (hall dip. 



'Oft in fair flowers the baneful ferpent flecps ;— 



Her 



( ao5 ') 

Her rpdrkMng eye is like the morning ftar j-^ 



Tbou fiim'dft in fecret^ but Sol's bluftiing e/e 
Shall be tlie witnefs of iMr villaluy. — 



PART THE SECOND; 



THE MAGNIFICENCE. 



JVkow that his eye ciaa fpy, in cv*ry part, 
*^S1ie darkeft dofets of the mazy heart. 



With an obfervant mind the courfe furvey 
Of Night's dim taper, and the torch of Day. 



—he in fpirit fees, 
Whi^e his fenfe ileeps, the God of MajeHlei^ 
Tht Lord of Hoils *, who^ c^wn'd wit)i fadfaot 

fianies^ 
Offers him choice of theCe four lo^efy dames. 

Rrft 



( ^Q6 :) 



Jirft Glout, fliakingin her haad ^ pike » i ■ ■■ 
Among the flars her ftatelj head flie rears, 
A iilvcr trumpet by her fide (he wears ; 
Hftr fwcUing robes, of tifltte paffiiig price. 
All ftory-wrought with bioftdy vi6tories/. 
Triumphs, and Trophies, Arches, Crowns, and 

Rings ; 
While at her feet there ligh a tfibufand Kings. — 

Next her comes Wealth, in trcafures rich 
bedi^t; — , 
The glittering fluff, which doth about her fold. 
Is rough with rubies, fliff with beaten gold ; 
With either hand froto hollow fledit^s * fhe pours 
Paclolian furges and Argolian ihowers. 

Then chearful Health 5 whofe brow no wrin-\ 
. klf,beara, v » ,,_, ,. , ... ... - ...... •; 

Whofe cheek 11a p^le^s^jp; whofe. e)r5:;pO;te»»s j 
_ — . — . — — — her feemly train 
Mirth, Exercife, and Temperance, fuflain. 



» 4 • 



She 's God's own mirrour, fhe *s a light whofe 

glance 
Springs from the light'niilg of fiis countenance j 
She's mtldcfl Heaven's moft facred infhitntc ; 
Nerer decays her beauty's' ex<»llenec I' 

• Ikwi Of Vfkik . 'f^m i» ftpw^ . ^ 

Aye 



( ao? ) 

Aye like herfelf ^ audihfi doth a,lw2y^ trace . 
Not ouly the fame path^ but ilie lame pace. 

Having beheld thcirbeautiea^i^rigtitj the Priace 
Seems rapt already ev'a to Heav^xi from hoi^ce « 
Sees a whole £den round about him Ihiiie, 
And, midfl fo many benefits divine. 
Doubts which to choofe 5^ -• — ' - 



Happy feems He, of countlels beards pofleft j — 
For whom alone a whole rich Country yields 
The Corn and Wine of it's abundant fields ; 
Who bpaiU foft S^rems yellow ipoiJi^ Uie gems 
And precious .ftones of th« ^t^^hUn ilr^^'WUi 
The mines of Ophir^ th' Entidorlan fruits, 
Sabaan odours, and rich Syrian fuUs. 



Let me for ever from her facred lip 

Th' ambrofial Nard, and rofeal Neftar fip. 



A more than human knowledge beautifies 

His princely anions ; 

•■■■•■^^ ■■■■^ 

What burning wings the light ning rides upon> 
What curb the ocean in his bounds doth keep \ 
What power Night's princefs beams upon the deep. 

Tli4 



( 40« ) 

The eytAidld eagle 



Sec how a nutnber df thif vant<in fry * 
Do fondly chate the gaudjr butterfly. 

The fumptuous pride of mady pyramids. 



m^ 



* H« is deCtribiog tlie (poits of the Loves.-— Mr. Warton'i 
^mired description of Leifore, inhisOot on TKt appioacs 
Of SvMMtRy fbewf that a century and a half make no great 
diiference in the genius and fancy of true poets s 

I^iforc, that thro' the balmy Iky 
CsACxa A CRiMsow buttbrply: 

Ur. Walton, who In that ode is eminently a poet, was cer- 
Uinly very little acquainted with S>lvel!ter's Du Bartas. 



PART 



( dc^ j 



tART THE THIRDi 



'the s c h is m. 



A n \ fee we liot, fome feek the like in. Fraiic€ * ? 
With nageful fwol"ds of civil variaiicei . 
To fhare the facred Gaulian diadem ? 
JTo ftripthe Lilies from their native ftem ? 
And, as It were> to catitonife tlie ftatc, 
. tVhofe law did aw imperial Rhine of late | 
i't^er and Ibet too; and under whom 
Ev'n iilver JoMan's captive floods did foani ? 



in Aza*s aid fights th* arm omnipotent, 
(Which ihakes the Heavens^ rakes Hills) and 

Rocks doth reiit,) 
Againll black Zerah's oiref*daring boalli 
That with dread deluge of a million hoft 
O'erflow'd all Juda ; and with fury fell 
Tranfported Afric Into Ifrael. . . 
And Aza now, beholding th* Ammonite> 
'The Idumsean, and proud Moabite, 

r 

* Tlie poer^ fpeaking in his own perfon, laments the via- 
knee of civil war then diftra^ing his countryt Du Bart'as wai 
a zealous partifan of Henry IV. ' 

P In 



( 2SI0 ) 

In battle rang'd^ caus'd all his hofl to iing. 
This ibng aloud } them thus encouraging. 

" Come on, my hearts ! Let's cbeerly to the 
charge. 
Having for Captain, for defence, and targe. 
That mighty power, to whom the raging fea 
Hath heretofore in foaming pride giv*n way ^ 
Who, with a figh, 

Can call the North, £aft, Soath, and Weil to- 
gether } 
Who, at his beck, or with a wink, conmiands 
Millions of millions of bright-winged bands ; 
Who, with a breath, brings in an inflant under 
The proudefl powers; whofe arrows are the 

THUNDER ? 



Theibitc Elijah 



Zephyr is mute, and not a breath is felt, — 



■ ■ the true, wife, wondrous » 

Omnipotent, vidorious, glorious, God ;— 



If the blue Sea, and winged Firmament, 
The all-bearing Earth, and flormful Element, 
"J if Heaven, Air, Sea, and Ladd, 

And all in all, and all in every one. 
By his own finger be fuflain'd alone ;- 



Amid 



X aw ) 

Anud the air tumultnous Satan rowls. 

And not the Saints^ the happy heav'nly fouls : 

For-CH&i9T^ his flc|(h trapsfiflir'd and dliune^ 

Mounted above the arches cryftaSine -, 

And where Christ is^ from pain and pa^Sion free. 

There, after dedth, fhaH alt his chofen be. 



Elijah therefore climbs th' empyreal pole i*^ 



This Jewry knows 5 a foil, fometime at leaft, 
' Sole Paradife Of /all the prdiideft £aft 1 ~ 



pallid Fear, wild-itaring, ihhr'riBg Hag>-* 



Clafhing of arms, ratti'ing of iron ears,- 



7he King of Winds calls homii his chui^iih train. 
And Amphitrit^ fmooths her front again : 
Air*8 cloudy robe returns t0 nxySHal icleari . ^ 
And imiling Haven's bng^tlorciifis ro^l^pear. 



God reachet out his hand, unfolds his frowns, 
Difantis his^ arm of> Thunder,' bjrfiifingcvf^ims. 
Bows gracioufijif his gbrieos flainiDg.creft, ^ 
And mildly grants, at tk' inffamt, their requefl. 



r a PART 



t " ' I '■ . 

i^ k R T If H E F O tJ RT Vti' 



• r « 



•• , . • ' /'■ ■ ■ .-. • . . .^ .-T 



> 4 4a A 



THE DECAY; :: 



— -: j.Oij .. ';['.'. . .1. • .. >i • > 



• • i • 1 



THF-bJdtid«»gaih?d-fccptc4: Jails. Hot topg,^ we 

know J -- 

•.T1^6}lvfpQG/^ tyrants: totters to and fro.. 



Through th^ t(^«ijaii tlie wiii|;ed Ihaft dpth<i^g« 

,ri::UnB^*jd ininnrftiin^f tmappaUktiu ftonns4Y» 

His ffftMe he^l^firs about, <both far, and nigh/. 
^Oa |lwwide>TOtogk oflmmortallty^ . = 



' •■» '... 



Pi^^PCeth 4;o Hell, and evi'n ^om HeaVcfli b^ehold^ 
ThetdombefllithdUghts inouc l^earts inmofi fdds^ 

4..' \ jl .♦- •* ^j.: ^, ji, .^;.; • \ y. 

Thou art the Lord, th* Invincible alone. 
The all-feeing God^ the ever-lailiDg ove : 

Afid 



And viiihofp 4are3.him 'gaiafl^jliy powej:s.pppofc;. 
Is but a blaft which roaring Boreas, blows^ » 
Weening jto tear the Alps ciff.at the foot^ .j 
Or <rlQud-prop Athos from his xnafTy root,: 
Who but mis-fpeajcs pf thee, he fpits at Heaven^ 
^nd his gwn fpittleinj^js face is driven. 



^ Knoiw>iyou not, here beneath, • ' 

* tVe altt^ays fail unto the port of Death > ' 

That Death *s the end of all our ftorins and ftrife ; 

* The iweet beginning pfIjnmorta| Life ? 



« » 



ijLord, what are we ? or what is our deferving I 
That to confirm our faitli^ fo prone to fwbfving, . 
Thou deign'fl Jo (haij^e ^Heaveia's fojjd ^vpM ^Q, 

bright. 
And to diforder Nature's order cruite?- 

■ "i^; Af ). ■' ■ . 1 .■ :.... ,t : .-'1 

• Ye honj-dropping hill^, * tvt erll frcquefa'ted- f " 
' Ye milk-ful vales' with ^hundred brook's 'indeii ted V 

Delicious gardens of dear Ifrael ! • • . 

11 ills! Gardens! Vales! ^e bid jrgu all farewell. 



Turn therefore, turn your bloody blades on mpi 
put let thefe harmlefs little ones go free J 
O ftain not with the blood of innocents 
Th* immortal trophies of your great attents ! 



( ai4 > 



So ever may the RiphiSan mountains qua&e 
Uoder your feet ! To ever may you make 
South, Eaft, and Weft, your own ! On cv'ry coaft 
80 ay viAorious march your glorious hoft * ! 



* I am fertnnata io being able to clofe oqr octta^ with n 
paflage of fach fiiM effsA. I might have exhibited the laft 
line aroon| the energetic paflagei, where «y is ufed ior twr bf 
Sylvefter, (fee p. 22) ^ but I purpofcly referved it for this place, 
that t might *' leave the reader" of thefe Extraai '< com la 

The «X9 11^ ^J opinion* is no disfigurement of the paflagc 
It is truef vOufatem reddtti ba» we fiiall fcarcely quarfel with 
this ^umkra tt e$kr fiu^ •pae^ vehtfifOiU.** 

Here Do Bastai's poem ends. Of his propofed plan, there 
remained to be written, three more Days % viz, ZanacHiAty 
MisstAs, and Thb Etiicvai. Sabbath ; with their fub* 
divifioBs. ** Of thefe," we are told by the printer of the Eoglifli 
Do Bartas, ** Death, preventing oiir Nob lb Pobt, hath de- 
•• prived us." 



I WISH 



(215 ) 

I WISH you may have had refolution 
to proceed fo far with me : but my Ex- 
tracts have fwelled, under my hand, 
beyond my intention, although I have 
omitted many pafTages that, in my opi- 
nion, well deferved to be brought for- 
wxirds. It is probable alfo, that I have 
infertcd others, which to you may appear 
feeble^ and fuch as might better have 
been kept back : but they fituck me at 
the time, and, on a hafty retrofpedt, I feel 
unwilling to withdraw any of them. 

And now, my dear Sir, what think you 
of my OLD POET, whom, before it is 
long, we fhall be entitled to ftyle of 
THE Antepenultimate Century*? 
I do not afk you to concede to me, that 
his poetry is of that abfolutely perfedl, 
kind, which deferves to be held out as 
a model to all fucceeding ages. But, 

* Jofhoa Sylvcflcr was born in 15635 and he 
publiihed hk Vbrsion bf part of Du Bartas*8 

Weeks in 1398. 

F 4 I be- 



( ai6 ) 

I believe, you will agree with me, tha^, 

in many of thofe paffages which I have 

produced, it far furpafles, in the vivida 

vis J every thing on fcriptural fubjetfts that 

had preceded it in our language; and 

that it was calculated to elevate ihe tcn^ 

pf Sacred Poefy. At the time of its pubr 

Jication, we know, it produced much ef- 

fedl *. If we cannot affert that it cpnfti- 

tutes its author the o uuw pf poets, we 

niay at leaft fay, that it has wherewithal! <^ 

even in -this age of faftidupus cprreiftnefs^ 

to ftrjke every mind, in which are the 

genuine feeds of Poetry ; and, at t|ie time 

* That the 4to edition of 16x3 was the f^coitJ 
edition, appears from Lownes's addrefs to tlie 
^reader, prefixed \o Hudfon's Judith j which, hp 
fays, .was added, ** to make the Jecon^i edition more 
f*' compleie.*" I have noticpd the fccoiid folio edi-. 
tion, printed by Robert Young> in 1633, fee p. 84. 
VTo have paiTed thijough^ in thirty years^ two 4tQ 
and two folio editions, is a proof of the popularity 
of Syivefter's Du Bartas, Such a fale is not now, J 
l^eHevc^ v^ry con^ropn : fi\ tji^it time it >vas very 

whe^ 



( 217 ) 

when -it appeared, ihtift have operated * 
forcibly on a young reader of this predi- ' 
paiTient.'r — ^^-Stich, I cannot but perfuade 
royfelf, was the efFeft of Sylvefter's Du 
Earths on Milton ; whofe '* early acquaint- 
^' anc^e with it, and predileftion for it,** ' 
it has been my obje6l to Ihew. It con- 
tains, indeed, more material prima sta- • 
MiNA of the Paradise Lost, than, as 
I believe, any other book whatever : and 
fvy hypotbefts is, that, it pofitively laid the 
firjijione of that ^^ monumentum aere pe^ 
?' rennius." — ^That Arthur for a time 
predominated in Milton's mind over his, ' 
at length preferred, facred fubjeft, was ' 
probably owing to the advice of Manfo *, ' 
and the track of reading into which he * 
had then got. How far the adamo of 
Andreini, or the Scena Tragica' d^ • 
Adamo ed Eva of Troilus Lancetta, as 
pointed put j^y Mr. Hayley, — or any of 

■ « • 

* See Mr. Hayley*s highly judicious, and well- 
Supported, Conjectures on the Qeigin of thp 
Paradise Lost, p. ^54, 

the 



( "« ) 

the Italian Poemsr on fuch fubje<^s, no* 
tip ed by Mr. Walker *, — contributed to 
revive his predile<9:ion for Sacred Poefy, 
it is befide my purpofe to enquire. If he 
was materially caught by any of thefe, it 
fcrved, I conceive, only to renew a pri^ 
mary imprej/ion made on his mind by Syl- 
vefter's Du Bartas : although the Ita- 
lian dramas might induce him then to 
meditate his divine poem in a dramatic 
form. It is, indeed, juftly obferved by 
Mr. Warton, on the very fine paflage, 
ver. 33, of the Vacation Exercise, 
written when Milton was only mnete4n^ 
" that it contains ftrong indications of a 
*^ young mind anticipating the fubjedl of 

** Paradife Loft.'*- Cowley found him- 

fclf to be a poet, or, as he himfelf tells 
us, " was made one f-," by the delight 
h^ took in Spenfer's Fairy Queen, ** which 

^* In his very intcrefting and fpirited HiSTORx-i 
CAi* Memoir on Italian Tragedy.— See p. 17a j 
and Appendix, xxxii. 

f EiTay xi. of myself. 

*^ was 



( *i9 ) 

^* was wont to lay in his mother*s apart- 
" ment ;" and which he had read all ovcr^ 
before he was twelve years old. That 
Dryden was, in fome degree, limilarly 
indebted to Cowley, we may collect from 
his denominating him ^^ the darling of 
** my youth, the famous Cowley *.** 
Pope, at a litde more than eight years 
of age, was initiated in poetry by the: 
perufal of Ogilby's Homer, and Sandys's 
Ovid ; and to the latter, he has himfel6 
intimated obligations, where he declares,^ 
in his notes to the Iliad, ^^ that Engliih; 
*^ poetry owes much of its prefent beauty 
** to the tranflations of Sandys,"— The 
rudiment a poetica of our great poet I fup- 
pofe fiitiilarly to have been Sylvester's 
Du Baktas; which, I conceive, not only 
elicited the firft fparks of poedc fire from 
the pubefcent genius of Milton, but in*, 
duced him, from that time, to devote 

* Dedication of his T&anslatiovs from Jij« 

▼SKAL. 

himfelf 



kfanfi^ pridcipnUy ' to Safcred -Pocfy, *n4 
to feledl URANIA for his immediate Mufe, 

J magno peirculfus amore. 



Such was the idea that flafhed on iby 
mind from the inSernal evidence o(' myi 
ivorm-eaten folio, combined with the a^ra' 
of its publicatioii. When I afterwards 
fioiind that it was printed on Bread-JireeUi 
UU^ and that I h^ td place the inamadula^ 
of SYtVKSTEiL^s Du Bartas,' afifl ofi 
Mill'TOfir, almoft on the fame fpot, myiy-H 
pitbefti began to affume. a degree of plau^ 
Ability, which en>boldcned me to lay ir 
before you. In proceeding fo to do* when* 
I had reafon further to trace .Milton, on* 
good conjedtural grounds, tp Lownes'^ 
prefs, on another occafion '"^j I felt myr* 
jfelf advancing beyond the region qf mer^. 

I wifhed ftill more to have eftablifhed 
my ground 1 by afcertaining the relative 

• » »r 

• « •• 

* Seepage ^i^ fupra.^ 

Jituatioa 



rfituation of Milton's houfcflht. Spread 

iSagle in Bread-ftreet, ,^d xht hov&ijof 

the printer^ the Stjtf on Bread -ftreet- hill. 

Heife, however, all Ipc&l iowftigatiotf was 

-con^letely precluded by the iire pi rhon* 

rdon ; , in which, it is particuUriy > mch- 

•tigned by Wood,, that Miltoit's hottfe jW^s 

cbufeed: and, not. knowing where to go 

for any recorded information refpediing 

its particular lite, I could ofily refort ta 

.conjeAures; highly imaginary ^^ for .{)la- 



' I 

I 



. * I have fom^timej.felt an incliaatiDii tocosa- 
je«^UK^ that Miltqa'i houfc iioofi ip ,a part of Breajl- 
ftreeL fo near the brow of the hill, that from the 
upper rooms he had a good view 'of the river.— In 
his '^r^ EL EOY, written td his friend Deddat'e, on 
♦this very fpot, hfe particularly defcribes the-Thaines 
.(when the tide is flowing "in, and near, the full 
height) lyafiiing the houfes on tlie Banklide > . 

Me tenet ui'bs, ArpLV^ qnam ThamoiSs aIlvit Vsvin 

. , - ; • ' . - , ' . . ■. 

What if we fuppofe tlie Thames adhially in his 
tiew, when he wrote this ? In this cafe/he mull 
'have been* a vety "hear neighbonr to ho^nts^^is 
Bread-ftreet-hiU is a very fhort ftreet. '■>-'- 

cing 



( 2t22 ) 

cing the Spread Eagle as near as might be 
to Bread'ftnet'biU. 

But a material circutnftance ftlU re- 
mains to be considered ; which may ei- 
ther completely demolifh the drift of this 
part of my argumient, or preclude the 
ncceffity of laying any material ftrefs 
upon it. 

In-the time of Milton s childhood, prox- 
imity of fituation was by no means cer- 
tain to produce neighbourly intcrCOurfe. 
The fpirit of Party, which was engen- 
dered in the preceding century, was now 
rapidly advancing to its height \ and a^ 
irreconcileable rigidity of opinion began 
to prevail on each iide. Where peribns 
agreed in their principles and tenets, this 
ferved to approximate the diftant, and 
fraiernife the unrelated : where their fun- 
damental dodVrines were adverfe, this Was 
fufficient to eilrange the neareil^ and to 
diifolve all 

the 
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the charities 
Of Father^ Son> and Brother.* 

Congruity of fentiment has at all times 
formed a principal chain of connexion ; 
and a contrariety of it has frequently been 
an infurmountable barrier of reparation. 
—-In arguing, therefore, on the proba- 
bility of neighbourfy intercmrfe^ it will be 
right to afcertain a congruity of principhs^ 
before we build much on abfolute conti- 
guity of iituation* — If I can Ihew this 
union of opinions in the prefent iaftance ; 
and if I can extend it beyond the printer 
of the work in qyeffion, and the family 
and connedlions c^f my fuppofed reader of 
it, both to its original^ author and its 
tranflator; — I ihall confider my point 
eftabliihed, in as high a degree as the* 
diftance of time, and the circumfiance of 
the cafe, will admit. 



,/* ^^y.j, . " 






It appears, from Wood*s account df 
Jolhua Sylvefter **i that he underwent 

perfecutiori 

♦ "W'cfdd s account of Sylvefter is annexed to that 
*)f Geprge Chalpman, and is as follows :— *" Contem- 
porary with this worthy poet^ was another, Jojhua 
Syheftet \ ufaally called by the poets of his time 

• Silver-tongued Sylvefter. Whether he received any 
ficademical education, (having had his tnufe kindly 

Jf^ftcred by his uncle, Wi}Uam Plumb, Efq.) I cannot 
fay. In hb manly years, he is reported to have.bee^ a 
taerchant-a^venturer. Queen Elizabeth had a great 
refpeft for him 3 King James I. had a greater 3 and 

' Prince Henry greateft of all j who valae'd him fd 

:n:iuch, that he made him hid £rft poet peniioner. 
He was much renowmed'by his virtuous fame ; and^ 

, by thofe of his profefliori, and fuch as admired poe- 
try, efteemed a Saint on earth, a true Nathaniel, a 
Chriftian Ifraelite. They tell us farther, that he 
tras^ Tfery pious and fobef^; religious in himfelf and 
family I atkd courageous to withd;and adver£ty : alfa 

.. that he wa$ adorned with the gift of tonguesj French, 

. Spanifh/ Dutch, Italian, and Latin, But this muft 
be known, that he, takiiigj . too mtich liberty upon 
him to corredt the vices 'of the times,* as George 
Wither and Jo. Vicars, poets, afterwards did, fuf- 
fered feveral times fome trouble 5 and thereupon it 
vas, as I prefume^ that bis Step-'dame country did un- 

gratefully 
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perfectitibn for the 'rigidity of. his opi^ 
jfrions ; aftd At lift was dnven''to * expa- 
triate. Wood, mdeed,^ okiies him ' vibh 
the poets (jtetoge Wither and ^ Jo; Vicars# 

:•■';.:: -The 

gfcitefiiUy caft him g^ atiJ became m^Ji unkind to iim. 
He hath tranflated from French into Englijh the Z)/- 
^ine Weefu and JPorks^ nMt/j a camplett CoUe^kn of all 
the other m^ ddightful JV^^h of WiU. de Sallufli6 
SieuY du Baftas. At leagth this eiiuuent poet, 
Jofliua Sylvefter (a name wordiily dear to the age 
he lived in) died at Mtddleburgb^ in Zealand, on 
the aSNih of September, 1618, aged 5j/*— Athbi^. 

r » • 

GxoN. vol. I. p. 594. 

We may farther colle6t, from his poems, that he 
was a native of Kent 5 and was educated under the 
learned Hadrianus Saravia, at Southampton fchool, 
from the ^ge of nine to twelve j and that, this 
was all the education he had. In one of his poems, 
he acko&wledges bis obligations to Dr, Saravia, with 
all the affe6lion of Milton .for his firfi prteceptor, 
Thomas Young : and he regrets much that he nei- 
ther went to Oxford nor Cambridge, nor followed 
his refpeded mafter to Leyden> where Saravia was 
invited, a few years after, to fill the divinity chair. 
From the following verfes, it might be fuppofed 
that his mailer had recommended Du Bartas's poems 

Q to 
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The Utter,, ooc of thc/moft violent Pu- 
Hfoas) 06 the thhe^ was^ ;his : mbft :^a2QW9 
aUmircc ; [and iirirotd mx^l bS%hij tritomiai^^ 
dtg^bnhii deat^9 . with dl tbe ardaur of 
eiithuliafiic afFedtion. 

, Sylveftei; had alfo cbmplirQented "Vicars 
in a Qppy pf eopoipUftic vtssk^j, prefixed 
to hia ttaxitflitticHi oi Dr. IfemngeV Latin 
Pbfetri^ ori the PoUffitrPtotj caititlcd/Mis- 



it) 



tQ bill ,ifaidioa$ fj^rttfaV:. though, wbat la £iid m9!]i 
only mean^ that his inflrudlion^ ^ati%d hup tQ' 
tranflate them. 

>• ij,' *•.. ■■.' ' 

< >ivie owes thf honour of Du Bai^tas's fame 

From th' simple cifterns of his tea of fkili 

' Suck'd t my fdccor, and flight IhalloW rill ; 

The litfie atM 6an; and alt i eonld, 

In ihrie poor y^sifs, al throt Hmestlirce years old* 

; flis iMre tnd Ytiaibxm apMd fo bay itnr, 

. . 1b»^¥ken V».4»uaftflrfapte4i^ 

Thr9ugl^ Heaven's Arooi: .wprkJnf ^ wtalMiefe did prodHOf 

!(*€ ayes of delight and fruit of facred ufe ; 

Which, had my mjufe t' our either Athens flown, 

Or jfbtlow'd him, had been much more mine own. 

p. Il69« ]^tfVB|LAL EliIOT Otf MARQAaiT HiLL. 



^''^ 



0J 



t 



it M ) 

cfliBr^a Mtstbk*, or THSASoifr's Ma^ 

^ftitpiEGE J ptibli^d m 1617. He K-kef 
ivife wtote a poem addreffed, with many 
fymptoms of zealous attachment, to Arch- 
bifhop Abbot, who, Neale'fays, /*' was 
at the bead of the do(ft|iual Puntws:" ancj 
he has eredted to the ikose fxrelsit^ *^ m tbtf 
itiamicf of the /^;t^i, ^omgh^ aad' fjyy, of" 
fome of the Greek mindr jpoets, a poetical^ 
pillar y ia which he celebrates him. V for 
coafiant ftaoding on^ ri^bt's. weak iiUe^ 
i^aiitft tbe tide of wcc^n^ ^/^ Jdlk«& Sy)^ 
refter, k aj^cars tfrefi, i)<ras a: ':ftdtfcte 
Puritan J : and hence we might acGouht 

. > ' foi; 

* F. 881 l.dki&iu 

f Aisotber ptitoct snosi ^sUta^zi frsea^ a£ JoC 
£y](Tefter was> Afithony Bacdn^ {tl^ex brother to tho 
Lord Ch^cdlor,) trh«)v i<i^ lii< trafveie, bad rdidedi 
fome time at GciieT^ isa dss hwnld (sf tiie ael** 
heated Theodore Beza, the t6Sto2igas of OalnfiOi*^ 
]|«Ka. had the greateit eifieem fdxfMr: Bae^B; ai»i 
dedicated his MtditMhrns tso Lady Bacoh^ lad niadies> 

$ The Court of. trilled l&sat^, it jaaiay he. o1»« 
imed, was Puritiinic. Hi0 farotnte cha|)iiaiin .tra^ 
Joiepk Hatty ia the xusxt lr«i^rBaa»|> oli £&cinv 9 

a a wbo^ 
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for hi5 devoting himfelf to tninflating the 
poems of Du Bartas ^, who was a rigid 

Calvint/i. 

who, though he wrote afterwards ftrongly in de* 
|encc of Epifcopacy, was at this time a favourer of 
Puritanifm. See the Charadler of P, Henry, in 
Neale's Sifitny ^tke Puritans. 

* GuiUaume de Salufle Du Bartas defcended 
from a noble family, of Gafconyj his father waa 
Treafurer of France. He quitted die Roman Ca- 
tholic Religion j and attached himfelf to Henry IV. 
then king of Navarre j by whom he was employed 
at the courts of Denmark, England, and Scotland. 
To the latter he was fent with a view of bringing 
about a marriage between Henry's lifter and our 
Jamqs I. His manners- and talents feem to have 
ffecommended him to the particular favour of James, 
who wiflied to have detained him in his ferviCe ; 
but he was too ih-ongly attached to his own maf- 
ter. He was no lefs famous as a foldier, than as 
a poet. He was with Henry at the battle of Ivry, 
which he has celebrated; but did not live to> fee 
him on the throne oH France, as he died the fame 
year, aged 45. — ^The famous French poet Ronfard, 
on reading his Firft Wcek^ or tlie Creation, was 
ib much charmed with it, that he fent him a gold 
pen, with a coihplimentarjr meifage, that '' he had 
done mxxt in one week^ than Ronfard himfelf in 

hi« 
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CahmiJi.^'—^TLht two editions of Sylvef- 
ter's Du Bartas were, I believe, the greateft 
works that iffued from the Bread-ftreet- 
hill prefs : and they are edited fo perfe6Hy 
<:«! amorefythsLt we can fcarcely doubt the 
principles of Humfrey Lownes, the printer 
and puWiflier, At the very time when 
the folio edition of 1621 was publilhed, 
the domeftic preceptor ef young Milton 
was the Rev. Thomas Young ; from whofe 
known principles 'f (for which he was 
obliged two years after to leave ]£h]gland) 
Mr. Walton has jullly inferred the pun* 
tanifin of his employer, the father of MiV- 
ton X- ^Here then we cannot but fup- 

his whole life.** — ^Du Bartas was, as he tells u^ 
in the preface to his Ju^th, ** the firft perfon 
'* in France, who, in a jufl poem, had treated in" 
'^ lus tongue of facred things." 6y 1 veil. Du Bart. 
£d, 1621. p. ^85. 

* See the printer's addreft, p. 8, fnfra^ 

f Milton defcribes him, 

■■ ■ ■ ■' ■ ANTi^ujE claruf PWTATi&honort. 

ti, iv. 17* 

^ See Warton's Milton -, note on El.Iy. ver. i. 

a 3 pbfe. 
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imtf q£ fm^fion^ «nd.^,lit««ry difpofir 
nofi^'m^^ p^ityj^ ;.<:ambincd to produce- 
IKK ^c«ly lac^mn^fncei but . naoft . proba- 

jii)d:Hpff>frey)l4>iwie«. Thisf might Imvsc- 
Vjd jbo th^ ^pppceptorlhip of Youiig : : or. 

ly.jCaitfed i*h^ l^qiWtt|twi» of tbe two 
^igW^wrrt 9P.uJtima*dy. haj^e ftrengthT 
i^^ tbf crHijfeKtetnlty ^t«^c^a them. It 
if p^bio, tha*i Young bimfolf fupcr- 
iDl^ejldQd .tlji? vpv^tflication of ^ the (folio edi*^ 
ticrt/<if -SyUvjefterf s^ Dju B«rtaj5, ia ■ x6zx, 
zx^itkh< \ }» . eorre^ftod the ptoofs * ; ; and 
thus the fhcets from the prefs might find 
their w^y to Mutdji's hojife. The book 
itfej£;^lXp:\^fas .yi^jTy %?]y, pn its pub- 
liCi^aQAf .:tP'hlivc.ljNfteii ttUMjJi wad in Mil- 
ton's family ; where it might iretaiii a place 

in the paiinoT windowi, as the F^fy ^e'en 

■ '■ • ■ . . ' ' 

*^ It is ^i^M edited') particularly in point" of punc- 

tuatioq... . : , . . , . . • 

did 
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Sd, in thatofCowtey^iteotfaefi iznd^ he- 
ing.ii£hUajfy.aiw^ys in ttio^wtay^ iidtght-bo 
f requciirly ) ia . i the ; Jiands r rof ' * the yduAg 
leader of iht' fanlily ; ; Biit it feomsj to m6 
iiighlyr probable^ th^ ¥oun^ hindfelf put 
the book into the. hands of.his pu|^; and 
perhaps^i m. the' eoutTeirt^r his; kiAjurcs^* 
pointed' out to hini th^ omiiieM fieauties 
6f , the 'greater pQem« . And. tp^ this We 
nught refer (and not ta ^ ^ :a fir ft> act)Udtnt^ 
aace Ivith .the d^ci only .**')? MilbDn'l 
gratc&l^ackaowkdgemQht'Of his: ; bqflored 
and^fpfcdbed precc^dir'^-primary intftfuc^ 
tion affid ii^datjon cf him inl die, divine 

myfteries of fiaarcd poefy : \ . 

A, • . , 

Lulbabanv et.bifididiciLi& v^iaxTiijagiii 
, PierioTq^e l^fi ktic^^ ^f ^^^ faV^nt^^ ' . 

Caflalio fparii laeta ter ojsa. mero. • EWiv. 

Ai^d^^amParnaflUs' haUow'd height j.*1«iras wb, 
. My youthful iieps with guiding hand. who lei V 
Tothe t)Ure ^aifis'of's a CkfeD po^si.^' ^ '^'' 

. * Aa ftigptfifd by *Itn W^tob* po^fliiab. ^i^ 
yer. I, . 

04 'Upon 
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Upon the whole^ from the internal evi- 
dence of the book itfelf, combined with 
all the additional ciccumfbmces which I 
have been enabled to' lay before you, I 
think you will admit *f Miltou's early 
acquaintance with Stlvesteh's du Bak- 
TAS, and his prcdilciJlion:foT it:"-r^iet 
me add, ** his obligations to it-?'-i — —By 
cbligaticns, as I have already intimated, I 
certainly do not* mean fuch, as in any re- 
ipcA detraA from his genius and talents ; 
but fuch as render them more coh^icu- 
ous, by inarking the iinenefs of his pene^ 
tration, and the accuracy of his judge- 
ment. Neither do I merely point to 
its immediately fuggefting (which I have 
no doubt it did) the " argumentum in- 
gens** of his fublime poem ; but I look to 
obligations of a higher and more gene- 
ral kind. I cannot but confider Sylvef- 
ter'^ pu Bartas as having primarily taught 
Milton, (what he was cxquifitely framed 
to learn, and what was, at that time» 
very litde underftood,) that ^^.Sacrejd 
J PoiBT^y 
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Poetry was capable of aflummg tlic 
moft elevated tone; and that, while nei- 
ther Calliope, nor Clio, could afpirc 
to the divine fubUmity of Urania, the 
Heavenly Mufe in reality united, with 
her own native dignity ^ the fvjeeinefs of the 
ONE, and the powers of the other.'* 

In fubmitting thefe conjiderations to your 
better judgement, I cannot omit the op- 
portunity, which it affords me, thus pub- 
lickly to aflbre you of the very fincere 
refpeA, and truly grateful regard, with 
which I have the pleafure to be, 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful friend, 

CHARLES DUNSTER. 



' * J 
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POSTSCRIPT* 



1 BEHEVB we might trace flrong 
marks of a coagenial difpoiition in Mil-> 
ton and Du Bartas: at leaft we cannot 
but obferve much refemblance in their 
peculiar devotion of themfelves to Sacred 
Pqetry. The latter ha$ a very pleafing 
poem en this fubje<% ; which reads with. 
a high fpirit of originality in the lan- 
guage of Jofhu4 Sylvefter. I cannot re-.- 
lift the inclination I feel to lay the greater 
part of it. before you ; as it breathes fo 
exa^ly the fentiihents, which Milton felt 
himfelf*. What I (hall prefent to you, 

IS 

* We wy Gcyoopare Milton*! «f:caui%t <^ his owu 
Li^axy Vvo^G&s as tb^y (ccm fimiUuclj to h^yc 
flfcffofi In GQ^y^tiQn on hU: iwii ^nd tfeere tQ 
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is about three-fourths of the poem in my 
folio. I have, in a few inftanccs, made 

fome 

hare fubmitted to the pre-eminence of Sacred Poetry. 
♦* Time ferves not now, and perhaps I might feem 
too profufe^ to give any certain account of what the 
mind at home, in the fpacious circuits of her mu- 
fing, hath liberty to propofe to herfelf, though of 
highed hope, and hardeft attempting j whether that 
Epic form, whereof the two- poems of Homer, and' 
\ho£pi other two of Virgil and Taffo, are a Jif- 
fitfcy and the book of Job a hritf model 5 or whether ^ 
the rules of Ariftotje are herein to be ftri6dy kept, 

or Nature to be followed ; or wjhether thofe dra- 

matic conilitptiofis, wherein Sophocles and £uripidcs 
i^Bign, ihaU be found more do6biiial and esemplary 
Xo a nation ;-f*-— or, if occafion Ihall lead^ to imitate 
thofe magnific ode? and hymns, wherein Pindarus 
and Callimachus gre in mo(l things worthy. But 
tliofe frequent fongs, throughout the Law and Pro- 
fbets, beyond all thefe, not in their divine argu- 
ment alone, but iii the very critical art of compoli- 
tioUf may be eaiily made appear over all the kinds 
of lyric poefy to be incomparable. Thefe abilities 
are the infpired gift of God, — and arc of power, to 
inbreed and cherifh !n a great people the feeds of 
Tirtue and public civility ; to allay the perturbations 
rf the mind, and fet the affections in right tune ; ta 

celebrate 
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fome immaterial alterations : but thefc 

are merely for the purpofe of covering a 

' 

few highly obfolete expreflions ; or to 
form a connexion, where I have omit- 
ted fome ftanzas. Where I expeft you 
principally to admire, I have been an 
exaS i'ranfcriber.' 

Celebrate in glorious and lofty hymns the throne 
and equipage of God's Almightinefs, ahd what he 
works, and what he fuffers to be wrought with high 
providence in his Church j to fing victorious agonlfts 
of Martyrs and of Saints, the deeds and triumphs of 
jufl and pious nations doing valiantly « through faith, 
againft the ^enemies of Chrift ; to deplore the. gene- 
ral relapfes of kingdoms and ftates from jufticc and" 
God's true worfhip : laftly, whatfoever in Religion 
is hdy and fublimc, in Virtue amiable or grave, all 
thcfe things with a folid and treatable faioothnefsrto 
point put and defcribe; teacliiug over the >vhftle 
lx)ok of fap6lity and virtue through all tlic indances 
of exam])le;^^ with fuch delight, that whereas tjie 
patlis of honefty and good life appear now rugged 
and difficult, though thej^ be indeed eafy and plea-' 
fant, they will then appear to all men ealy and pfca- 
fant^^hough they were rugged aj?d difficult indeed.'* 
Intr^du^ion to the Second Bookot Tj;I£ Reason of 
Chuuch Govsr.nment. 

URANIA. 



t 
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THE HEAVENLY MUSE, 



ScA&6B had the April of ttagne Age hegettfg 
When brave defire, t* immortalize my nstae^ 
Bid make me oft reft and repafi: to (hnrt. 
In curious proje^^ of fome te^rnedf frame : 

But, (as a pagrim, at th' approach of night, 
1£ chance crofs-wsty^s diverging wiect Ms vie^, 
Arreftfl his courfe ftndions to find the right. 
And doubts and ponders which he fhaH purfue,^ 

Anfiong the rtiany flow'ry paths that lead 

Up to the mount, •where> with green bays 

Apollo 
CJrowns happy numbers with immortal meed, 
I good conius'd and doubtful which to follo^ir > 

Ob0 



One w^ ^foj^sNt thjB Qree^iat^ fcew ta dieis 
In French ^bfewii^ 5 in loftk* ftyli^ anoa f^ 
T' imbrue our ft^igp with tjnrs^nts' blo<?4y S^ = 
Of Tf^tfkHi ^!^f^^p and: proud Jlum f } 

Anon to confederate jfuy country's ftoiy^ 

I -w^oQ'd 'liiei M of ; the Aonian band j t 

Studious t(s> fing Iriwjphfwpit GaJiia> gjoiy,, 

Anon I thought. the frolic fon to fiag j 

Of wanto«t.¥«pi4$,} and the hittcx fwi^fit. 
That, t9o^aaw«J|. love, to the heft; y^its, doth brififft 
HiemeJ^Cff jiaf ,pafeurc>, and^mine 4gpj tcfo xs^ixkl 

* I wilheti tt) fta\re drtd this and l\ik tWo foltewifig tlAtms^ 
as inftances of Slirb^eift^r^s U<e of th6 word 4Mi»' xit trsiiifi- 
llani otf dtibtiptittv ^fui pi 66) ;. but t vefeTfed* tbsmt Isr 
this place.— Perhaps this immediate paifage wsq in Miltoo^ 
mind, when hfs lead* t)i& chearfui nua <;i?. «< oNue ta Ite 
theatre. 

Then ^a t)Mr w«dJ-trod flage ANowy— 7— ^ 

♦ 

f As r have juft ftippofed this flanza to have been in Bill- 
ton's mihdWf^eakins of repre/entatiotis of cofnedy; h ntay 
be fuppofed a^ to ha^ contributed to hitf divUloA of the ibbf" 
je^ of Grecian Tragedy od two occaiions. 

» ■ 

Seu mceret l^'elopeia domus> jfeu nobilis Iliy 
Sen luit iiiceftos aula Creontis avos. El. 1. 45. 

Prefenting Thebes or Pelops line^ 

Or the tale of Troy divine* Pcnssroso, 99. 

., .- : Whik 
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While to and fro thus toffed by dmbitiotlj 
Yet unrefolred of my courfe, I rove, - ^ ' 

Loiuddcnly a facred apparition ! 
Some daughter, think 1, of fttpertid Jove; 

Angelical her gefture ahd hef gait. 

Divinely fweet her Ipeech and countenance 5; 

Her nine-fold voice did ch(w:efy imifMe 

Th' harnionioafl mvilic of Heaven's* nimble datlocw 

Upon her head a glorious diadem. 
Seven-double folded, moving diverfly 5 • • 

And on each fold fparkled a preciouia gem, ' 
Obliquely turning o'^r her head on high. 

All azure mande on her back {he wore. 

With artlqfs art, in orderly difordcr -, 

Flooriih'd, and fill'd with thouland lamp$,^and- 

more. 
Her facred beauty to illufbrate further. 

Here flames the harj>j there Ihine tKe^ tcnder-^w/iw^ 
Here. C7jarl€i*j wain, there twinkling P/p/^^j ^ . 
Here the bright balance, there the filver>£«/. 
With radiant ftars in number nuraberlefs, 

«' I am URANIA,** then aloud faid flie, 
-*' Who human-kind above the poles traufport. 
In that bleil region giving them to fee 
The intercourfe of the Celeftial Court. 

I cjuin- 



HimTdf jS4ipftflW^.ia 4tvtiie d^^ 

I grant, m}^ Iqan^ed $i|99:WdrUb fine, ' r a: 
But all oa le&jQiesior mtil niiiB, ' < 



Then tafceme, 'BiiaTA$^> t^r twidiiift thy pen ! 
$oar vfi to He«vea ! theirtq ing fh* Ahti^hfy*s 

Andi tuoipg pqw the ^^M^hafp agaid; 

Gain thee the garland of eternal bays. 

. I cannpt giri^flefa fee my fifters* wrongs, • 
Aiding bafe lovers in deceitful feignings^ 
Prompti^gforg*d fighS) £llfe tii(aiis,,and filthjr ibng^, 
Lafcivious Afrw&and fsoonitofeijt oooj^^laioings* - 

Alaff !, I €^|i9ot with diy eym behdd 
Our jboly fonp fold and protoed thus 

A * 

.To gr^e the gi^aceleab ; praifing^,:.fdl too bolc^ ■ 
Nero, Caii^ai aiid C$ f i m f ^ Mi* 

But mod. I mourn to fee n^e vtiCb iipplied 
Againfl the aut|M)r of fiilfipet compofition $ . 
I cannot brook to fee'Heavei)i*s King defied 
By his ownibld«firs> witk bis own ioaiimtioD.^ 

E^ Maa*i 



• « 



I 

L 



(( *4it^ ); 

And if augUtpoDciifaLt iivtiii^ lUb ha f ^cH> 

*Tis Heay«t)(Viiigfa1»Mtyf does the^ htfim^'fkM, 

Each art U inini'd :b7M ? tmt ^c^fil^^ 
Is a mer«lij|flv«%''^ I AAdtioii^ ^klK tdiffe' 
The dews that,dfcp frblfl l^**Ai/ pleitti^y, ' 
If sACjniB JiJLA htta fidllh«)'%K^ei^fl'ehiBrte^d'^. 

Decfkbatoed cttirfts A 1« l^rcifB toofi ^lb^ii«ii ty 
Labour in vain to make a graceful vdtfc^;! 
Which tlie7oimgh0vi^fr»iies ttioft'iei^e^llkKt 

Thence *ih, that erfl the poor M^onian bard. 
Though .aoAsT^ msihst^M h\s' owli-^es' fie 

IHlffftt. !.:*•/'•• 

Bjold mid httwi» ^thk y^cfe Inn^fetfd' >/ 
Chantiiig 4cUUepfie^iitA wfie C^i; ' 

Thence 'tis; IfaUt On^dftmidl^^ei^li^^ofer ' 
Thence 'ti^ th^ AmTI^^ ^{i^diUitial 'pot^l 
S<xfboiidalhkammyfihig«>* dM ydtiths eohtopofe 
After our art, befoM fiNto^ fhQr ftnd«^ k^ 



* ' 



Dive ^:>iid &i|^ 1» fhti CS^i^Mi6r!ft>tiilt ; 

Dwell upnifi^«tt»' telt di[« JtfoikA^ 

Clinir aa> imd ntgiu itlio dMbte'-td]^^ itrnxii, 

# From the French tmhrA, to fet on firt* 

Take 



To it)like^U)d vedelkk iie&advaiitfago.plafceiUi^! 
YetworthjrihihiliGfa.ihid^notTas^ <ofit>' . *) 



•y ■' ' 



For out af^nuMi ixiian^inTift' Ikiinfidf advaijelj 
Thatinbteft|W5(fyjdrpir^/tQ»ftiilie> '. . . ^ : - T 
And^;^cliiaified affin ^Ji^^ritsasiuA^ u /• / ' v k ^ 
Ifefto <%ffibaAd$ yitf yfo^^M^/ refign. . .. < / ^ 

As huiiiiiii fbf^^oft dd^sdes a mail /.? /i t ; 
More thm kknfelf ) and £kv«1 phren^ t&ofi. ' 

And-<l*(*tKf6 It hi' diWrieft popts briiig i ,. )'.'»' 
Sofweet^ fo lenttisdiimdfahL^mgnviiBkKis^ V 
'Wheid Hcm^'i^tmli ifcfa1<iU:fc*$ fecretnrorkij tkfcy 

ling, ':.'.:: pa', . 

Scorning the powefcdP^FatcTftietcvnalibaiDlKra*; , 
Since tfaete&fi^ fb^er haff6 ^ii-dnr Heaveb ' thdr 

O rareft fj^tib I wbf i:%e* pi^^jiife W febnitii|v ( - ' 
Profanely "trr^i^ )><%n|^g^itHidar«fik'«r'gioiioud^l^^ 
Thefe facred gifts, giv'n for your life's adorning ? 

ShaU your uftifrmftd :peii^te sAwtf^i ^ktMi^ - 
As fervantS'^tli4 fi«fb^«ui^flater€(yte? >- t /• 
Wilt you ^i^iu- t«!ciftild» «iv«]b ii^re be £fbigbli% 
With dreams and fables, idle fame to win ? 



i> 



R^ StiU 



( JM4 ) 

Stilt will' yott GDimxientodie^ch amoooiAc^M 
* Aiid> .fpiderMiike, 'woave idle wdbiof /oUy.?. 

O ihaU^Itieyer hear. }t6aifing the gidry . - 
Of God^the Gfeat^ theGodd^theJoflydie^HQlyi? 

Wife. Miip dadfcom. hifi repubUc besiflt. 
Bafe poetaflers thkt> natk viiioiis verfc; : - > 
Corrupted maimers, xndking Tirtue v^oifli*;. .'^ 
The wicked .worfe r and even thii g!Ci9>dip«i:ve];*ffp^.^ 

Not thofe that con&cr^ile ihbir gracefol |)hrafes/ 
To graveHlfvreet^matters ^ finging nowthg praife 
OfyoAtA JovB ; . anooL from error- si ifn^j^es 
^Warnikigth^ thcK^tkfs^; c^Uiilg :ba6k th^ i^ajs* 

The chain of verfe. wagfiat . tht firft lav€M^4 
To'haoMiiie only facredjaaiyfterie^ I'l 
^Witk'imiHis r£ifp!C&'^ 4nd notbil^.^li^ ^Ak 

chanted, 
Tor^affcB'aliteridoifLitlh.pdefi^s* ..; - 

'l&dlA\djny:llavid't} ihfi tiicmbling (b4ftgi; > 
Of his high harp refound the only jGoi> 5 
So ^sk^biiFd Mq/kf tQ }b^o>vaK Ai^^ 

ryaMv4t\Wx^ai^SiicfiA ^ Eg^Om r«d. . > . 

So' DeSorab and Judith in the camp. 

So ^:0todrj^'r«J^ with eves opprffs-d^ \ 
In tan#Mverfi^, 'oH.ir^ou) fttop^ 

So 



1 



5?o th' anticnt voice in Do^on worfhlped^ 

So E/culapius, Ammotiy and the fair 

And famous 'Sibyls fpalce and prophefied 

In vierfe : in verfe the prieft preferr'd his prayer. 



• » » I 



So- Orpheus, Linus , and Reftodus^ 

(Of ivhom the firft charm'd flocks and ftones, *tis 

' ^faid,) ' ' - i - : 
In facred numbers crft, 'to profit us, * • 
Secrets divine of decpjcft iV^UJ conveyed. , 

You that afpire to wear the laurel ctbwnl ' 
' Is*t poffible a loftier ftrain to take, ' 

Than his high praife who makes the Heavens go 

• . ' ' , » 

The mountains tremble^ and dark Hell to quak^ ? 

' Bafe argument a bafe ftyle ever yields. 
While drains fublime a lofty fubje6l raifes j 
Prompting grave (lately words, itfelf it gilds. 
And crowns the author's pen with worthieft pj^aifips. 

If then you would furvive yourfelves fo gladly, 
Follow not nim whb burnM, to purehafe fame, 
Diana's temple \ neither him that madly. 
To get renown, the brazen bull did franie« 

Great works,-'tis ttu6, preferve the memory 
Of thofe that make them 5 the Mau/olean tomb * 
Makes Artmtfia, Scopus, Timothy, 
liv^ to this day^ and flill to time to come. 

Bj Then 



* / 

Then fiiice thcfe great.^4 goo<^^7 ^lOAHni^pts 
Can make their makers after death abide^ 
Altho' Ihemiielyes have yanifhed long fiv^Cj . 
By the oonfucoing power of time deftroy/d :.^ 

think, I pray you, how much ^eater glpfy , 
, ShaU you attain, wh^n your fubljmec ftrai^s ^ 

Shall rife to celebrate th* Almighty's ilory ; 
And hymn tb' £ternal Jjord^ pn high that Tfi^PS* 

1 know ybuTl ahfwer that the antient fioions 
Arc your fong^s ejfmce\ and thgt ev*ry fable, - 
Ay breeding others, jxiake« by their cqmmi^tioiis 
To vulgar t2X» your verfe noore admirable* 

But what may be naore admirable found 
Than faith's eifcfts ? Or wliat doth more controll 
Wit's curious - pride ? Or with more force con- 
found 
The prou4 prefumptions of the human foul I 

rd rathct fmg the TowV of BahyUn 
Tb^ thofe three mountains, that in franti? n^ood 
The giants pil'd to pull Jovg from his tbrppe; 
And l^oahs rather than DtucnUoris flood. , 

rd rather ling the fudden Ihape-depriving 
Of 4f^^*^ monarchy, than th* 4rcadian loi:d ; . 
An4. the. Btthanum Lazttrus^ reviVjing> . . l^ 

Than valiant Th^eu/ fon to fife rcftor'dt ,. 

One 



The pthpr j^^t3 i^ abijp^^at ffli^frtr^ &; - ' ; . V 

And cjf^yh^tk^i^^^^'^fvpi^ni^^i^^mf^y'^ - . 
Who ^ii^^^^^glfs^prpfi^ ?pg^ }^t4eafi«pp. : [ 

Who only vacant, idle hearts ann9yi»;.it 
HencQ^rtb w-^Qre prc^fan^ ^eijicrod itrafei^. 



' *• 



But all in vain, in vain, alas ! I plain me : 
S0B19, fttbUf ,^^4^*^ to efcape p^ /Cibftrrtiqfc;' ' * 
Stop their^^^l earf i ftn^c e^icaxp^dif^wxag, > 
Moc]^;f^y;rf^^Qpfs, 9i^.fqpTi) my •9A^9tt9 vising. 

r ' • 

Altho' this age of happy wits have ftore, 

iiis, pfrtiv^ .ppiv.'ff, «^^ frf)naipff,ffeilren'5.iikfl; 

To I^fifu* pi;?ife dejrptfis ti^- ftarp^l^fc .fijtatoi* ^' 

But thou, my darling, whom, before thy birth. 
The facred Nine, that fip th* immortal fpring 
Of Pegafus, predeftin'd to fet forth 
Th* Almighty *s glory^ and his praife to fing ! 

Altho* thefe fubjed« feeni a barren foil. 
Which fineft wits have left -fbr fallow fields. 
Yet do thou never from this talk recoil ; 
For what is rarefl greateft glory yields. 

Faint 



Saint noti tny Sallust, though fell envy bark 
At the bHght riiiDg of thy fair renown ; 
Fear not her malice } for thy living work. 
In 4^ of her, fhaH notbe trodden down. 

With conftant Rep that facred path pnrfae, 
Which Heaven-bleft ipirits alone are form'd to 

trace; 
And thine ^11 be the mode to merit dne. 
Among bed wits to have the worthieil place.** 

With theife fweet accents, gracM in utterance, ' 
U&ANIA, holding in her maiden band 
rA gk^ious crown, rapt up in facred tranfe 
My fool devoted to her high command. 

Since when, that love alone my heart hath fir*d, 
: Since when, that wind alone my faik hath ipread $ 
O happy ! might I touch that crown defif d 1 
Thzice happy ! might it deck my honored head I 
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ERRATA. 



34* 1. 8. far car read car* 

7 X . xo. fir come rtad comes. 

f !• 3* <^<p^<^ comma after queen, 

; x8« xo. fw Du Ba&tas*s r^^u/ the. 

2 16. X2. y«r fa^tiduous read faHidioas. 






T T T5 



. * ^j 






•»• v 



r '? 



a 



» .c ., . 






-\ .."-i 



Lately fuUiJktd^ hy R. H. Evans, PaU-Mall, T. Payne, 
Mews'Gate, J. Robson^ Bmd-Street, undl. Ni-^ 
CHOLS^ Red Lim-PaJJage, Fleet-Street, very neatly 
printed in One Folume, ^arto, 'ooith a Frontifpiece, 
from Salvator Rosa^ and a Fienjj of the Haufe 
nnbere the Poem *ivas compofedy Price One Guinea in 
Boards, 

PARADISE REGAINED: 

A POEM, 

By JOHN MILTON. 

WITH NOTES, OP VARIOUS AUTHORS, 

By CHARLES DUNSTER, M. A. 
Alfo, in One Volume, Quarto, Price 4/. in Boards 

THE FROGS: 

A COMEDY, 

From the Greek of ARISfOPHANES, 

By CHARLES DUNSTER, M.A. 
Jlnd, in One Folume, OSavo, Price 4/. 6d. in Boards, 

CIDER, 

A POEM, 

By JOHN PHILLIPS. 

WITH NOTES PROVINCIAL AND 

EXPLANATORY, 

(including the present most approved me- 
thod OF MAKING CYDER IN HEREFORDSHIRE,) 

AND OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS, 

By CHARLES DUNSTER, M. A. 

Trinttd by John NiOHOLSy 



• . r 









\ ; ' 



> , 






» •«■.• 



J . L 






T Tit 



^J 



. ) 



V'.» 



'f^ >' . '. 



>' • • « 



s ■ 









' ( 









l> 



.'.« '\»/. 



• t 



* 4 ( 



